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One Book, One Community is a partnership comprised of:
Danbury Library, Danbury Public Schools and 
Western Connecticut State University

Sponsors and Supporters
Event Sponsors     Media Sponsors

Supporters

A Project from the Heart   l   Barnes & Noble  l   Borders Books & Music

The One Book, One Community program encourages the Danbury and Western 
Connecticut State University communities to read the same book during the 
summer and fall of 2009, then come together to discuss the text in venues 
throughout the city and university. 

Although many communities across America sponsor similar programs, ours is one 
of the few where a city public library, a school system and a university have formed 
a partnership for this initiative. Our hope is that many individuals, from all walks of life, 
will unite in discussion of this one book, making us one community. 

Our mission is to promote literacy, support intergenerational and multicultural 
book-centered discussions, and foster a sense of community by bringing people 
together through the reading of the same book.

Please visit our website at onebookdanbury.org.
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Instructions:  
	 • One essay per person  
	 • No more than 1,500 words 
	 • All entries must be submitted online   
 • Essay must be received by October 4, 2010

A $200 cash prize will be awarded to the winner
in each of the three essay submission categories:
	 •  High school student  
	 •	 WCSU student 
	 •  Community (age 18 and over and not a high 
  school or WCSU student)

Winners will also join Tim O’Brien for dinner on 
Tuesday, October 26. Writers retain all rights to 
their essay, but winning writers must be willing 
to allow their entries to be posted to the One 
Book, One Community website. 

Danbury Cultural 
Commission

Sunday, Oct. 3
Danbury Library*, 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 6 
WCSU Haas Library**, noon

Tuesday, Oct. 19 
WCSU Haas Library**, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 20
Danbury High School Library, 2 p.m.
for Danbury High School students & 
staff only

Wednesday, Oct. 20
Barnes & Noble, 7 p.m.
15 Backus Avenue, Danbury

Thursday, Oct. 21 
Borders Books & Music
110 Federal Rd., Brookfield, 6:30 p.m.

*Danbury Library is located at 170 Main Street,  
  on the corner of West Street and Main Street. 

**WCSU Haas Library is located on the Midtown 
  campus at 181 White Street in Danbury. 

Event Program
 Guide 2010

contestIt’s no stretch to say that each of us engages in 
numerous and diverse conflicts throughout our 
lives. Write an essay in which you discuss your 
greatest life challenge or conflict and the literal 
and spiritual “things” you “carry” to remind you 
of, and help you cope with, that challenge. How 
does Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried 
help you put your own challenge or conflict 
into perspective?

For entry forms and essay guidelines, please visit 
onebookdanbury.org. Entry forms are also avail-
able at the Danbury Library, Danbury High School 
Media Center and Western Connecticut State 
University Haas Library. 

TheThingsTheyCarried
by tim o’brien

Danbury Library, Danbury Public Schools 
and Western Connecticut State University 

introduce our 2010 One Book, One Community title

The TheyCarried
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Book 
talks

All community book discussions are free and open 
to the public. Suggested book discussion questions 
can befound on the One Book, One Community 
website. Copies of The Things They Carried can be 
borrowed from the Danbury Library or purchased at 
Barnes & Noble and Borders Books & Music.



Called “neither memoir nor novel nor collection of short 
stories but rather an artful combination of all three” 
(Amazon.com’s Alix Wilber), Tim O’Brien’s book, The Things 
They Carried, was a finalist for both the 1990 Pulitzer Prize and 
the National Book Critics Circle Award, as well as a New York 
Times Book of the Century. In 22 inter-related stories, O’Brien 
not only describes events and experiences that happen in the 
lives of the narrator, Tim, and his fellow Vietnam grunts, but 
also meditates on the meaning of truth and how truth is filtered 
through and altered by the telling of stories.

The Vietnam War still affects the United States in countless 
ways, and not only for those who lived through that era. First 
and foremost, it changed forever the lives of the men and 
women who served there. But it also had lasting effects on the 
political and cultural life of the nation, and politicians still speak 
of not wanting newer wars to turn into the “next Vietnam.”

Join in a variety of programs and events designed to enhance 
the reading of O’Brien’s fiction. Take advantage of the opportu-
nities to discuss the book and to learn more about that time in 
American history and the culture of Vietnam itself. We hope to 
see you!

the book

Tim O’Brien grew up in a small prairie 
town in Minnesota. He completed his 
bachelor’s degree in political science 
in 1968 and contemplated becoming a 
writer. However, two weeks later he was 
drafted for military service.  
 In 1968 the war in Vietnam had 
reached its bloodiest point in terms of 
American casualties. Although O’Brien 
had attended peace rallies during his 
undergraduate years, campaigned 
for Eugene McCarthy, a presidential 
candidate who opposed the war, and 
considered fleeing to Canada to avoid 
the draft, in the end he yielded to what 
he has described as pressure from his 
community to let go of his convictions 
against the war and went to boot camp. 
He served a 13-month tour as a foot 
soldier and was sent home in 1970 with 
a Purple Heart.

 He first wrote about his war experi-
ence in a memoir If I Die in a Combat 
Zone, Box Me Up and Ship Me Home, 
published in 1973. He then switch to 
fiction but continued to write about war 
and the strain soldiers and veterans 
experience as the try to reconcile what 
they saw and did during the Vietnam 
War  with the values they had learned 
growing up. 
 The Things They Carried was pub-
lished in 1990. It won the 1990 Chicago 
Tribune Heartland Award in fiction, was 
selected by The New York Times as one 
of the year’s ten best novels and was a 
finalist for a Pulitzer Prize.   
 Tim O’Brien lives in Texas with his 
family and teaches creative writing at 
Texas State University.  

the Author

Thursday, Oct. 14
Film Screening: “The Hurt Locker”
Danbury Public Library, Farioly Program Room, 7 p.m.

Based on the personal wartime experiences of journal-
ist Mark Boal, director Kathryn Bigelow’s Best Picture 
Oscar-winning Iraq War thriller presents the conflict 
from the perspective of soldiers. The members of an 
elite Army Explosive Ordnance Disposal team face the 
constant threat of death from incoming bombs and 
sharp-shooting snipers in Baghdad, as well as the 
danger of dismantling improvised explosive devices. 
Jeremy Renner, Guy Pearce, and Ralph Fiennes star.

Wednesday, Oct. 13
Vietnamesed-themed Lunch
WCSU, Midtown campus, Student Center Cafeteria, noon

Grab your chopsticks and enjoy an authentic Vietnamese lunch.  
On the menu is Pho, the national soup of Vietnam.  Add some 
traditional garnishes, such as basil, lime, bean sprouts or onions 
and become a Phonatic—one who loves to eat Pho. Lunch 
includes a selection of Vietnamese soups, salads, entrees 
and desserts. Free for WCSU students on the meal plan. 
$6.95 for all guests. Serving from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Thursday, Oct. 7 
Film Screening: “Platoon”
WCSU, Midtown campus,  
Student Center Theater, 7 p.m.

Director/screenwriter Oliver Stone based his harrow-
ing Vietnam epic on his own experiences there. Charlie 
Sheen is Chris Taylor, who arrives in Vietnam in 1967 
after dropping out of college to volunteer. His psycho-
logical and moral progress are influenced by two of his 
sergeants, Barnes (Tom Berenger) and Elias (Willem 
Dafoe), who are, respectively, a ruthless, animal-like 
soldier and a “water-walker” who believes that things 
have gone too far after a merciless attack on a village 
where Vietcong have been sighted. 

Thursday, Nov. 11
Community Veteran’s Day Event: 
A Celebration of Veteran’s Day
WCSU, Midtown campus, Ives Concert Hall, noon

Join a community celebration honoring our veterans with 
patriotic music performed by WCSU students, remarks 
commemorating Veteran’s Day and a wreath laying ceremony.  

Saturday, Oct. 23 
Film Screening: “A Soldier’s Sweetheart”
Bethel Cinema, Greenwood Ave., Bethel, 10 a.m.

Thomas Michael Donnelly directed this Vietnam drama, 
adapted from Tim O’Brien’s short story, “Sweetheart 
of the Song Tra Bong,” about a group of Vietnam army 
medics. Rat (Kiefer Sutherland) narrates the tale, seen 
in flashbacks, of his buddy Fossie (Skeet Ulrich), who 
manipulates the black market to import his hometown 
girlfriend, innocent teen Marianne (Georgina Cates). But 
Marianne finds the war carnage fascinating, and she 
becomes involved with a group of Green Berets.

Sunday, Oct. 17
Bus Trip to Viet Café in New York City 
Bus leaves at 9 a.m., returns at approximately 5 p.m.
$56 per person; call the Danbury Library at 
(203) 796-8061 for ticket information

Experience the distinctive cuisine of Vietnam in a world class 
restaurant.  Our visit starts with a cooking demonstration by 
Viet Café owner and chef Lan Tran Cao followed by a five-
course traditional Vietnamese meal served family style.

Tuesday, Oct. 5 
Panel discussion: “Coming Home”
WCSU, Midtown campus, Alumni Hall, 7 p.m.

A panel discussion featuring veterans from various wars. 
Individuals will share their experiences transitioning from 
conflict settings to domestic settings, and how, in some 
cases, they engaged in this transition more than once.

events

Tuesday, Oct. 26 
Author Talk: Tim O’Brien 
WCSU, Midtown campus
Ives Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Tim O’Brien will discuss his book, and a 
Q & A with the audience will immediately 
follow his presentation.

WCSU will offer CEU credit for this program. 
Pre-registration is required to earn CEUs. 
For information, call (203) 837-8486.

All events are free and open to the public, unless 
otherwise noted. Please consider donating personal care 

items to send to the troops in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Donation boxes will be at every event and book discussion.
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