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Editor’s Note

First and foremost, I would like to thank all the students who submitted their papers to this year’s Social Sciences Journal, with-
out their creative minds and perspectives, none of this would have been possible. I would also like to extend my sincere thanks
and appreciation to Dr. Averell Manes, whose dedication to WestConn as well as its students can only be described as exempla-
ry. Her guidance and advice has been essential to this journal as well as my years at this university. I would like to thank my
assistant editor, Karen Nagy, whose patience and assistance has been invaluable throughout this journal’s entire process. I would
also like to thank Jane Walsh, who assisted in the layout of the journal, in order to prepare it for printing. I would also like to
thank Adam Schwarz for his brilliant photography, whose photos are timeless and the inspiration for this year’s cover. Lastly, I
would like to thank the Student Government Association and the Department of Social Sciences for providing the funding to
produce the journal.

The position of editor is truly an honor and the greatest accomplishment of my undergraduate years. It has taught me the value
of education, and how it inspires young people to succeed. The whole process is both intricate and tedious, and I could not
have done it without the help of Dr. Manes. Once again, I thank her for her guidance.

The theme for this year’s journal is perspectives on rights, viewed through the global lens of our Social Sciences students. Our
cover, of young children in a Ghanaian orphanage, signifies the realities of our current global stance, and how our fellow col-
leagues can bring light to such issues, while moving forward to make a difference. In the words of Mahatma Gandhi, “You
must be the change you want to see in this world,” and this is something I wish for all our students. I hope you enjoy reading
these papers as much as I have.

Cover image: Derek Adjei, age 12, at the Ghanaian orphanage’s main school room during a presentation by members of the
WCSU Humanitarian Club. Photo by Adam Schwartz.
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Alumni News

Ms. Kileen Barry, winner of the 2008 Rosa Parks Global Citizenship Award and who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science in May 2008, has just been hired for a great job working as the program assistant for the “Coffee Initiative” by
Techno Serve, Stamford, Conn., which is an international non-profit organization that provides business solutions to develop-
ing countries. The Coffee Initiative works in East Africa with local coffee farmers.

Ms. Jennifer Cooley received a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology/Sociology in January 2003. She has been working as part of the
boarding faculty at Devereux Glenholme School in Washington, Conn., which serves children with special needs. She has also
worked with the Yale University School of Medicine MAAX (Maximizing Adolescent Academic Excellence) program and was
the Academic Advisor for the New Haven GEAR UP summer project.

Ms. Karen Cooper worked at the Smithsonian Institute from 1994 to 2007, coordinating museum training services for Native
American museums and providing workshops to Native communities throughout North America. She currently lives in
Tahlequah, Okla., where she provides museum consultations, teaches occasional classes, and continues to write. Her most
recent published work is “Spirited Encounters: American Indians Protest Museum Policies and Practices.”

Mr. Chris DeZinno, a 2006 graduate and the editor of the 2006 Social Sciences Journal, is attending his second year at
University of Connecticut School of Law. He wrote an article, published by the Hartford Courant, on gay marriage which is
reprinted in this journal.

Ms. Lindsey Goodwick works as the Volunteer Services Manager and Outreach-Education Coordinator at the Greenwood
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in Colorado.

Ethnography: Gymnastics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Lora Proietti

China in Africa: A Look at China’s Rising Influence in Africa and Its Consequences . . . . . 73
Adam Schwarz

Immigration in Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Scott Swanson

Governmental Power: Crossing the Boundary between Free Rights and Laws . . . . . . . . . 82
Jessica Thurston

Roller Derby and Female Identity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89
Maria Weaver

Fresh Talk: Same-Sex Marriage Foes: Blinded By Bias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Christopher DeZinno, reprinted courtesy of The Hartford Courant



Social Sciences Journal4

Students News

Denise Morelli, along with the other members of the Justice Law Club, traveled to New York in November 2007, where they sat
through cases in the New York City court system to observe firsthand how cases are handled.

Karen Nagy attended a “Partners in the Parks” program during the summer of 2008 in Acadia National Park. “Partners in the
Parks” is an experiential learning program sponsored by Southern Utah University in cooperation with the National Collegiate
Honors Council and the United States National Park Service. Projects are located at national parks across the country and offer
unique opportunities for collegiate honors students and faculty to visit amazing areas of the American landscape while attend-
ing seminars led by university faculty and park personnel, and to take advantage of the exciting recreational opportunities the
parks have to offer.

Becky Richards traveled to Australia in 2008 as a participant in the International Scholar Laureate Program. While there, she
visited the Herald Times newspaper, took a tour of the Australian Broadcasting Company, listened to speeches by well known
journalists, and had time to go to an opera house and a zoo to see some koalas.

Cassie Rowe traveled to Amsterdam in July-August 2008 through an Honors Program sponsored by the University of
Washington. Situated in Rotterdam, she conducted research on squatters.

Adam Schwarz attended the trips to Ghana and Geneva, where he practiced his photography and provided images for this
journal. As one who has traveled a good deal he has this advice, “Any student who, be it through the International Student
Exchange Program (ISEP), clubs, or classes offered, has the opportunity to set a foot outside of the U.S. There won’t be
anything to regret, except not being able to stay longer.”

The Humanitarian Travel Club’s trip to Ghana was organized by the club’s advisor Jeannie Hatcherson, who had this to say
about the experience: “While humanitarian trips are founded on providing aid to the underprivileged, often abroad, I think the
Humanitarian Travel Club found they learned a lot about themselves and the world and ultimately took away from their alter-
native Spring Break to Ghana much more than they could ever have envisioned. Last spring the club took 16 students and two
faculty members to Takoradi, Ghana, to volunteer at Orphans Cry, a place for children made homeless by AIDS. Some stu-
dents taught classes for the older children, others did early education for the younger ones. They played games and sang songs
and most importantly held the children and smiled at them. Other students painted a newly built classroom and poured a con-
crete floor. On the last day we took 50 children to the beach for a picnic, a great day for all with lots of laughs and hugs. I
returned to Takoradi, Ghana this summer and the classrooms are filled now with desks and books and the children are enjoying
their new space.” Among the students who went and what they have done in response: Adam Schwarz raised money that will
be used on capital projects and education. Lorien Crow has been sponsoring a child’s education. Still others have donated

Ms. Christina Lambe finished law school in January 2007, and works as a volunteer mediator at the Mediation Center of the
Pacific in Hawaii. Her focus of interest is Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), with the goal of becoming a professor of
ADR and developing community and elementary school dispute resolution projects.

Mr. Gary Meier teaches third grade in Naugatuck, Conn. He has been using skills learned at WCSU in his school district’s
effort to quantify student learning through data teams, subgroups, and assessments.

Ms. Sohair Omar received a Bachelor of Arts in Honors Interdisciplinary (Economic Anthropology), in May of 2007. She has
worked as a full-time fifth grade teacher at the Al Yaqeen Academy in Waterbury, Conn. She has been admitted into the Irving
B. Harris School of Public Policy Studies graduate program at the University of Chicago, beginning in the fall of 2008.

Ms. Angela Zurowski coordinates resettlement services as the Supervisor of Refugee Resettlement and Case Management at the
International Institute of Connecticut.
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books, clothing, puzzles and games, all appreciated by children who have very little variety in their day-to-day living. The
Student Government Association (SGA) provided a substantial amount of the funding, which made the trip affordable for
many students.

The “Step Into the World: Geneva” trip was a for-credit course that gave students the opportunity to participate in a human
rights course held in conjunction with the United Nations 60th anniversary celebration of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and its regular session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland. The program was organized by Assistant
Professor and Coordinator of Social Work Field Education Dr. Kathleen Hinga and Friar Michael Lasky of the Newman
Center. Students participated in formal classes, attended daily open sessions of the Human Rights Council, conversed with vari-
ous Non-Governmental Organizations and met with U.S. representatives and delegates to the United Nations. Students also
reflected daily with WCSU professors and faculty from the Geneva School of Diplomacy and International Relations as well as
staff from various NGOs. In addition, this program exposed students to human, political, economic, cultural, religious and
geographic differences in our world. Adam Schwarz, a student who went on this trip, had this to say:

As an experience, most students, including me agree that we, in two weeks, learned more than we had
in many semesters combined. Seeing and being in the middle of where the international community
meets and makes decisions about issues ranging from caring for refugees, human rights policy, trade
negotiations, and development assistance for developing economies was truly an amazing educational
experience which gave many students motivation to explore the field of international relations, and
especially human rights, even more.

The students who attended were: Barbara Bowers, Michael Carlo, Fahima Chowdhury, Nate Cullerton, Nicole Fortier, William
Kadeg, Daniel Lovallo, David Rohlfing, Olivia Schulze, Adam Schwartz, Rebecca Singer, and Jenna Sommo.

The Summer Field School in Archaeology is investigating a 1778 Revolutionary War winter campsite within the town of Redding,
Conn. The study is part of the Cultural Resource management program and is co-led by Dr. Weinstein and Dr. Morrison. This
site is the only remaining untouched and well-preserved campsite in the country and students will be mapping, recording, and
determining its level of archaeological integrity.

Department Awards

Kileen E. Barry – Rosa Parks Award for Global Citizenship
Michael R. Carlo, Eric M. Darman – Russell Fryer Political Science Recognition Award
Sarah R. Douglas – Truman A. Warner Anthropology Recognition Award
Chris J. Lamparelli – Howard G. Post Sociology Recognition Award
Aditya S. Sandhu – Leonard A. Dente Economics Recognition Award
Adam Schwarz – Department Recognition Award in Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

Listed below are the recipients of student scholarship awards.

Jennifer Lohan, Adam Schwarz – Arthur and Alberta Rosien Memorial Scholarship
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Faculty News

Dr. Damla Isik
Dr. Isik is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology. She has created two new courses, “Gender, Globalization and Feminist
Anthropology” and “Contemporary Cultures of the Middle East.” She has been awarded a grant for her research entitled
“Globalization, Human Rights, and Labor Politics in Turkey.” She was a vital part of the Women’s History Month committee
on campus and helped put together a busy calendar for the March events. She was an invited speaker at the University of
Massachusetts, Boston fall institute on “Engaging Islam: Feminisms, Religiosities and Self-Determination.” She attended the
Middle East Studies Association annual meetings in Montréal, Québec, Canada.

Dr. Christopher Kukk
Dr. Kukk is an Associate Professor of Political Science as well as the Director of the Honors Program. He has returned from his
Fulbright Scholarship to Estonia, which was from September 2007 – July 2008. Among his many accomplishments he has
given the presentation “The International Politics of Water: Conflict, Cooperation & Ownership,” a speech for the monthly
lecture series at the University of Tartu’s Circle of International Scholars in Estonia. An ongoing project of his is research on a
book about the role of J.V. Jannsen in creating Estonian civil society. The book will depict the story of how the life of one man
led to the birth of a nation.

Dr. Averell Manes
Dr. Manes is a Professor of Political Science and Conflict Resolution. In 2007, she traveled in the European Union. She contin-
ues to direct the University’s Conflict Resolution Project, which provides information, training and services to the WCSU
community and has managed more than 225 cases since its start in 1995. A new project called Mediation Services began in
January 2008, which offers aid primarily aimed at roommate disputes. She is also the founding co-chair and coordinator of the
new Hancock Student Leadership Program. This initiative is designed to promote, foster and acknowledge diverse student
leadership. Last summer, she gave a training workshop on conflict management to a group of college students from Ghana.

Dr. Bethany Morrison
Dr. Morrison is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology. She organized a series of presentations, including a “Science at Night”
lecture by Dr. Kim Goldsmith who is a world-renowned specialist on Mayan ceramics. She has created two new courses,
“Culture Ecology” and “Latin American Archaeology.” She is working with students from her Cultural Ecology class to create a
small garden of native, economically useful plants behind the Science building. This project is an interdisciplinary and coopera-
tive effort by the Departments of Biology and Social Sciences, and the Roots and Shoots Program to make the garden a lasting
teaching resource.

Dr. Zuohong Pan
Dr. Pan is a Professor of Economics. He served as host-adviser to Mr. Feng Li, a Ph.D. student from the Central University of
Finance and Economics in China, a one-year joint cultivation and research program with WestConn. He attended the
International Seminar on “Sustainable Development and Harmonious Society” at the Central University of Finance and
Economics in December 2007. He has also served as referee for the submission “Identify the Objectives of Central Bank
Intervention in China from 1994 to 2007” for the China Economic Review.

Dr. Steven Skinner
Dr. Skinner is a Professor of Economics, and currently serves as the Assistant Department Chair for the Social Sciences. He
served on the Arts and Sciences Program Review Committee, WestConn’s International Center, and the committee to select
students for the “Step into the World” Geneva trip. He attended the National Council of Economic Education annual meeting,
the New York Federal Bank Conference for college teachers of economics, as well as an economic conference at the Levy
Institute at Bard College.
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Dr. Alex Standish
Dr. Standish is an Assistant Professor of Geography. He organized a program by Tim Salem on Darfur, titled “The Promise.”
He created a new course, “Introduction to GIS,” after working with the department chair and University Computing to get the
old Social Sciences computer lab in White Hall up and running again. He also serves as the Education Coordinator for the Arts
and Sciences. Dr. Standish spent his summer of 2007 co-writing the SPA report in preparation for NCATE accreditation, and
attended the annual NCATE conference, “Accreditation, Accountability and Quality,” in Washington, D.C. He has been
awarded a grant for international education entitled “Are We Making Global Citizens?” He was a panel participant in the
Moralization of the Curriculum, Institute of Ideas, in London, October 2007. Also, he was the co-organizer of the Smithsonian
exhibit “From Sea to Shining Sea” in June 2007.

Dr Laurie Weinstein
Dr. Weinstein is a Professor of Anthropology. She has applied, along with Dr. Morrison, to the American Battlefield Program,
through the National Park Service, for funding to research and preserve a Revolutionary War site, in Redding, Conn.

Dr. Robert Whittemore
Dr. Wittemore is a Professor of Anthropology, and is currently serving as Department Chair for the Social Sciences and as
Coordinator for the Internation Student Exchange Program.

International Student Exchange Program (ISEP)

The following students were enrolled in the ISEP program for the 2008-09 academic year.

Melissa Aiello . . . . . . . . . University of Savoy, France
Rosanna Bruzzi . . . . . . . . University of La Réunion, French Territory
Russell Daniels . . . . . . . . Massey University, New Zealand
Siobhan Henry . . . . . . . . University of Sunderland, United Kingdom
Krysta Howie . . . . . . . . . University of Nijmegen, the Netherlands
Thomas Jacob . . . . . . . . . University of Sunderland, the United Kingdom
Stephanie Mills . . . . . . . . University of Valparaiso, Chile
Adrienne Ostrove . . . . . . University of Valparaiso, Chile
Amanda Peterson . . . . . . . University of Savoy, France
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The Roger Sherman Debate Society

The Roger Sherman Debate Society (RSDS) is an organization to promote more and better debate both at WCSU and
throughout the nation. The RSDS hosts public and parliamentary debates on campus, moderates debates, and participates in
competitive team debate tournaments that are sanctioned by the Cross Examination Debate Association. As a member of the
North East Conference of debate the RSDS team takes on the top competition in the world and is among the most successful
of small school teams in policy debate.

The RSDS has had the opportunity to debate students from the following universities:

Cornell University Marist College
United States Military Academy Liberty University
University at Rochester Oklahoma State University
United States Naval Academy Howard University
Boston College West Virginia University
University of Vermont Kansas State
State University of New York Bard College

The Debate team hosted a national policy tournament from October 24 through 26, 2008 which included debaters from
Harvard University, Boston College, Colombia, New York University, WestPoint Military Academy, Dartmouth University and
many other Ivy League schools. This was an all out highly reputable test of intellect.

Hancock Student Leadership Program

This is a brand new program, sponsored by Student and Academic Affairs, is committed to acknowledging, promoting, foster-
ing and developing a broad spectrum of diverse student leadership. The emphasis of the program is to strengthen students’ abil-
ity to inspire, motivate and influence others on campus. Hancock Student Leaders will receive special training, complete an
applied leadership project and an electronic portfolio, and will receive valuable experience, scholarships and more. Drs. Walter
Bernstein and Averell Manes are co-chairing this new endeavor.

The students participants in this program for 2008 are:

Priya Aswani
Heather Bodington
Edmund P. Breitling, Jr.
Nicholas C. Bussett
Mercedes DeMasi
Maryanne Felkins
Brittany Fignar
Kevin Gaughan

Douglas Otto Jackson
Christopher Jowdy
Danielle K. King
Schuyler H. Merritt
Shauna Morasco
Denise Morelli
Kiley Morrison
Alisha Mullaney

Rebecca Richards
Jessica Ringenback
Lissette M. Rivas
Derek B. Roy
Matthew D. Saraceno
Ryan Shea
Francesca Testa
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Abstracts

College Degree and Career Choice
Jennifer Atchinson

In this study, 103 participants were surveyed to determine whether a relationship exists between ones’ original college
degree and their past, current, or any career for which they may have been employed. Participants were questioned on the
degree to which their jobs pertained, as well as whether or not additional schooling was sought. The age of participants plays a
key role in determining whether generational differences are present, which is also a large part of this research. Findings resulted
in the conclusion that most people, regardless of age, do use their initial degree in their career, which conflicts with the hypoth-
esis of this researcher.

From Brazil to Danbury:
An In-depth Look at Connecticut’s Most Recent Wave of Immigration
Michael Carlo

This study examines the behavior and common characteristics shared by Brazilian immigrants in the Danbury, Connecticut
area in the context of an ever intensifying political debate about immigration in the United States. In-depth interviews were
conducted with nine recent immigrants focusing on their reasons for migration, their cultural adjustment to life in the United
States, and their future plans. Several interesting themes developed throughout the interviews including the desire for economic
opportunity, willingness to separate from family, and reluctance to recommend that friends and family still in Brazil immigrate
to the United States.

Attitudes toward Police among College Students
Michael Cholko

This study seought to find out which demographics represent people with less favorable attitudes toward the police. Using
a sample of college students, the task was to examine students’ attitudes about the police and determine which identifiers with-
in the student population are associated with favorable or unfavorable attitudes. The students’ attitudes were measured using a
survey in which 57 students from the campus responded. The demographics of each respondent were analyzed to determine if a
pattern exists between students who express less favorable attitudes toward the police and such demographic variables as gender,
age, race, socioeconomic status, and contact with the police. The results of this study are important to college campuses because
they indicate that there is a need for the student body to improve their attitudes toward the police.

Post-Conviction DNA Testing and Freeing the Wrongfully Accused
Dawn Fletcher

This study explored the economic, social, and political implications of DNA testing in the criminal justice system. DNA
testing is costly, but keeping prisoners imprisoned wrongfully is more costly. Convicted prisoners in many states have been
unable to use pre- or post-convicted DNA to prove innocence, but with modern technology and the expansion of DNA data-
bases they can now have that opportunity. Education, funding, and research in the millions of dollars are being allocated in this
area and it is society that most decide how and when DNA testing should be used and who should be tested.
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Abstracts

The Views and Attitudes toward Interracial Marriages:
Factors That Contribute to Ones’ Attitude
Naomi Hopkins

In this study, the values and opinions about interracial marriages were explored using 70 participants ranging in age, racial
group and a variety of other factors. Participants answered general questions about their personal life and how they grew up.
They also answered questions that dealt with racial issues in order to get an idea of how they felt and where they stood on this
particular matter. Some of the key findings that I found after doing my study was that, although I thought that race and gender
would have a negative aspect toward ones attitude, this turned out to be completely opposite of my assumptions. There was no
statistical significance with any of my variables. Being female does appear to have some effect on ones attitude, but very little.

Levittown: Evolution of a Suburb
Gina Sierra

In this study, the stories of eight long-term residents living in Levittown, New York were explored through in-depth inter-
views. The study objectives were to discover how Levittown was perceived by its original owners, what motivated residents to
make personal changes to their homes, and if these changes were the result of a desire to express their individuality or the result
of a change in values. The study did not confirm an eagerness of original owners to express their individuality; however, it did
confirm their preference for variation in the homes. The results regarding a correlation between the changes made to the homes
and changes in values were inconclusive.
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Japan faces the issue of population decline today and for the long-term future as well. This already has vast implied
consequences that come to mind: less workers, shrinking payrolls, less investment, and as a whole, less human resources to
sustain economic growth. However, the problem is a lot deeper than meets the eye. For example, Rosser’s text mentions the
dependency ratio, which compares age groups; it is a ratio comparing those who contribute to society (between the ages of
15–64), to the other part which places a burden on society (0–14, and 65+), which needs to be watched and continuously
tracked over time as an indicator of savings rates and to obtain a sense of direction in the future of such. Also, the fertility rate
has been on a constant decline since World War II, at one point showing very slight recovery but then retaining its downward
march after 1974 which will lead Japan into a very steady population decline. The long-term consequences of this issue should
be very negative and many economic signals are already putting up red flags for Japan. It will be discussed how Japan would
have a difficult time enacting the policies of Germany and Italy which now both face a similar situation, but perhaps not as
extreme. What is Japan to do to combat this problem?

Professor Junichi Goto, a professor at Kobe University with the Research Institute for Economics and Business
Administration, tells us that raising the fertility rate may not be such a smart step towards facing the “problem” with the
increasingly elderly population. He shows us that at the time of his paper, which was written on September 1st, 2001, the fer-
tility rate was 1.4 children per family. This is a major drop down from about 4.5 children per couple in 1947, which is dis-
played in the following graph from Professor Goto:

Many suggest that simply raising the fertility rate through social measures would be a good solution but Goto says it’s not
that simple. If Japan blindly raises its fertility rate to new heights, the burden placed upon society will be even greater.
However, Goto fails to answer one question: which places more of a burden on society, a higher young dependency ratio or a
higher elderly dependency ratio?

The dependency ratio may be a good economic indicator to see how a country’s savings will fare in the long run, but it is
important to understand how the young dependency ratio offsets the elderly dependency ratio and vice versa. Charles Yuji
Horioka, with the Institute of Social and Economic Research at Osaka University, in his report, “Aging, Saving and Fiscal
Policy,” emphasizes that elderly and young dependency ratios have a major tendency to offset each other, but which is the more
dominant factor that has a greater effect upon society? Studies have shown that the elderly dependency ratio has more leverage;
a greater negative effect on savings rates than the youth dependency ratio does. Horioka points out a study that sampled various
Asian countries to try to find a “rule of thumb” for youth vs. elderly dependency ratios. For every 1% increase in the youth
dependency ratio, the national savings would decline by about 0.45% and for every 1% increase in the elderly dependency
ratio, the national savings would decline by about 1.20%. We can see from this study that the elderly dependency ratio is

Population Decline and Troubling Demographics in Japan:
Does a Solution Exist?
Richard Andrews
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Population Decline and Troubling Demographics in Japan: Does a Solution Exist?

almost threefold more effective than the youth dependency ratio.
Japan has an aging population and as can be expected, with
lower fertility rates, the elderly dependency ratio will continue to
go up and the youth dependency ratio will trend downward.
This can be aspired to the fact that Japan now has the longest
life expectancy in the world (Rosser 161). In a graph displayed
in Horioka’s report, the youth dependency ratio in 1955 is
shown much higher than the elderly, but continued its steady
decline through 2004, and the elderly dependency ratio started
on a slow incline in 1955, but the slope of this line becomes
steeper and steeper, indicating an acceleration and finally inter-
secting and passing the youth dependency ratio in 2000.

J. Sean Curtin at Japanese Red Cross University tells us that raising the fertility ratio should be helpful but certainly not in
the short term (this is also an argument of Goto’s). Logically, policymakers need to consider that if fertility rates were all of a
sudden to be raised the effects wouldn’t be felt until possibly two decades from the time of policy enforcement. However, this
looks to be one of very few measures available to be taken by the Japanese Government. If fertility rates can’t have immediate
effect then what will?

A sudden high volume of immigrants coming into Japan could help raise its population and create a more powerful work-
force. The predictions for the requirements for stabilizing and maintaining a steady workforce population in Japan is alarmingly
large when attempting to use immigration. Julian Chapple of Kyoto Sangyo University, who cited a study conducted by the
United Nations, says that in order to prevent Japan’s population from undergoing a decline, it would need an annual number of
343,000 immigrants until the year 2050 and by then, 30% of Japan’s workforce would consist of workers with different ethnic
backgrounds and nationalities. He also says that Takeyuki Tsuda, who has a Ph.D. in anthropology and teaches at the
University of Chicago, maintains a stance that opening the doors to an immigrant workforce would spur innovation in Japan
and perhaps lead to greater economic success while ultimately combating population decline. He captures a great point: this
could perhaps bring Japan’s economy back to life. The Japanese economy is in need of innovation and creativity and if they
could pursue that with present resources and technology already available to them, along with the maintenance of a stable
workforce, it could be ideal for growth conditions. But if this is to become a reality, if this could be the solution to Japan’s pop-
ulation decline, how many obstacles would this policy encounter? What could possibly be the consequences of such a policy?
Also, Germany and Italy also have a problem with 0 population growth which could lead to problems. What are the important
differences and economic policies between them and Japan that makes Japan’s situation so much more extreme?

Sakanaka Hidenori, who was a Justice Ministry Official at the Tokyo Immigration Bureau until 2005, focuses in on what
to do about Japan’s continuous population decline. Two options are pointed out, the “small” option being to allow the popula-
tion to decline as it naturally will leading to a population of about only 80 million, taking more restrictive measures against
immigrants, and allowing the new generation to naturally develop. This focus implies to us that perhaps Japan is possibly just
on a cyclical downturn and that when the new generation develops and the elderly generation fades the population will rise
again, with Japan retaining its homogeneity. This is obviously a very risky option because it could lead to extremely negative
consequences with such a reduced population, possibly even a harsh economic depression. However, a bigger focus is taken
upon what Hidenori calls “The Big Option,” which says that Japan can attract a big, steady inflow of immigrants which would
allow it to, most importantly, maintain its standard of living and keep a steady population. The social transformation of Japan
would be difficult however. A new mindset of the Japanese would be required to welcome foreigners rather than resent them.
Hidenori says that immigrants should be viewed as “contributors to Japanese society.” The Japanese government would need to
change its acceptance criteria for newly-arriving immigrants, loosening standards and not treating the immigrants with heavy
forms of regulation, says Hidenori. Civil rights for newly-arriving immigrants and the enforcement of equivalent civil rights to
the native Japanese citizens appears to be the primary priority for attracting and keeping immigrants in the eyes of Hidenori. It
is difficult to imagine Japan as a newly-opened land of opportunity just like the United States ages ago. However, there are
more problems with this option than there are with the “small option,” as previously discussed. Hidenori says that in order for
the immigration option to be successful, a Natural Immigration Agency needs to be established and various programs imple-
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mented to prevent ethnic tensions and to equalize the treatment of ethnic minorities against those of Japan’s natives. It is easily
imagined: the tensions that would exist between different ethnicities because of Japan’s very homogeneous ethnic standing and
reputation it has received. There is also the possibility that religious conflicts might also ensue. When both options are weighed
against each other, it is seen that the Japanese are more capable of undergoing the “small” option as opposed to the “big
option.” Although the “small option” carries a lot of risk for economic depression and severe contraction, it appears that
Hidenori is looking at the long-term effects. With such a massive inflow of immigrants, energy problems (particularly with the
rising costs of energy in the present day) could be encountered, resulting in inflationary risk derived from high energy costs,
along with environmental problems. That’s a major question that is raised, it makes many people hesitant to adopt a more lib-
eral and less-restrictive immigration policy, “would it do more harm than good?” It is ironic that the riskier option, “the small
option,” that would inevitably lead to economic contraction is a preferable one compared to the latter.

When we turn to Germany and Italy we see that they face similar problems in terms of their population although not as
extreme. In Germany, the extensive social programs (medical care in particular) are causing the population to live longer and
the majority of the population is getting older, more deaths are happening and these deaths are “outpacing” births, says Kyle
James, who has a degree from the University of California, Berkeley in Journalism and who cited a study conducted in 2006 by
Germany’s Federal Statistics Office. It is important to also note the general level of hesitation in German adults to have chil-
dren. Kyle James cites Andreas Langer, at the German Youth Institute, who says “Young men have learned from society that
they can only start a family when they can actually provide for a family.” This is a mindset that could obviously persist and lead
into further population decline. The German government appears to be indifferent, and suggestions of raising the fertility rate
are dismissed as invalid because it is similar to the policy implemented by the Nazis in World War II. The promotion of larger
German families as a policy is not “acceptable,” so what will they do? One measure that has been taken is that the retirement
age has been raised from 60 to 65, so as to grant a temporary reprieve to the workforce in terms of the dependency ratio that
Germany must face. Women in the workforce are being encouraged now and guest worker programs are becoming more com-
mon. This is a broad span of policies that could overall help the German economy to avoid drastic future economic conse-
quences and perhaps are having their effect now. Taking a look at a general measure of economic health, real GDP growth is in
a positive trend: -0.2% in 2003, 1.1% in 2004, 0.8% in 2005, 2.9% in 2006, and 2.7% in 2007. Also, Germany is the largest
exporter in the world. These are reasons that help offset population decline in Germany, whereas Japan is seemingly in a down-
ward contraction with nowhere to run.

Italy faces the same dilemma with population decline. An article written in 2004 says that roughly 20% of Italy’s popula-
tion is over 65, and that could double by 2050. What is Italy doing to address this? First, the Italian Government attempted to
create an incentive for those who had a second child in their family, a “baby bonus” of $1000 or 600 Euros at the time. This
plan did not work; not many couples took advantage of this. When considered, the cost of having a second child in the long
run will obviously greatly outweigh the benefit of receiving 600 Euros at the present day. Italy has also raised it’s retirement age
to 57, but in 2008 it will be raised again to 60. This is an incremental approach to offset the consequences of population
decline and, once again, to attempt to make the dependency ratio contract to some degree. When one looks at this, they ask
why doesn’t Japan just raise their retirement age to take the dependency burden off the workforce caused by lower fertility rates
and population decline? This would not work unless done in the extreme sense because Japan’s official retirement age today is
60 years old, but as Gary Becker (awarded the 1992 Nobel Prize for Economics) says on his internet blog on June 12, 2005:
“most Japanese men continue to work until almost age 70, and the average retirement of women is only a few years younger.”
Rosser’s text mentions seniority-based wages, which creates incentive for workers to stay longer with the company because their
pay increases over time. However, although Rosser says that there are “. . . strong expectations among both management and
labor in Japan that the system will move in the direction of performance-based pay” (Rosser 153), the lagging effects of seniori-
ty-based wages are obviously still being felt to a strong degree (this carries a subtle implication of only a slow transition to
merit-based pay). Unfortunately, this all implies that Japan likely will not raise its retirement age unless absolutely desperate. It
should be seen that Germany and Italy have had room to make reforms in the past to compensate for the issue of population
decline, such as: Italy’s creation of an incentive to increase fertility rates (but that wouldn’t be immediately effective) by tax
breaks and cash bonuses, the raising of the retirement age in both Germany and Italy, and Germany’s status of being the largest
exporter in the world, along with its consistent social safety-net programs.
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Japan’s current situation is much more complex and dire than that of Germany’s and Italy’s. Raising fertility rates are
argued by most to be non-effective at least for the next couple of decades. This rules out the idea of cash-incentives that were
introduced by Italy’s government. The retirement age is not likely to be raised either because most Japanese workers already
work well beyond the age of 60 years old. Japan needs to seek a policy that allows the youth dependency ratio to grow and the
elderly dependency ratio to contract (which would actually overall have a positive effect on Japan’s total savings) because as
Horioka tells us, the elderly cast more of a burden on the workforce than the young do. Immigration could be very risky for
Japan. It would require radical reform of immigration acceptance criteria, as discussed by Hidenori, along with the implementa-
tion of various social programs including the establishment of a future National Immigration Agency. Japan most likely would
not benefit from massive guest-worker programs like Germany would because of the environmental consequences along with
rising energy costs (not to mention Japan’s much more limited geographical space in comparison to Germany), which might
make a large inflow of immigrants more of a burden than a benefit for Japan, so allowing Japan’s population to undergo its
inevitable decline might possibly work itself out in the long run, implying that Japan is just in a very negative phase of its cycle
right now and will eventually recover as the elderly population fades and the young population surfaces in the workforce. The
key idea that can be obtained from all these possible policies that might combat Japanese population decline is this: there is no
right or wrong, only consequences. It’s only a matter of finding the policy with the least-harmful consequences for the long run.

References

Becker, Gary. “Later Retirement – Japan Leads the Way.” The Becker-Posner Blog. 2005.
http://www.becker-posner-blog.com/archives/2005/06/later_retiremen.html

Chapple, Julian. “The Dilemma Posed by Japan’s Population Decline.” Electronic Journal of Contemporary Japanese Studies.
2004. http://www.japanesestudies.org.uk/discussionpapers/Chapple.html

Curtin, Sean J. “The Declining Birthrate in Japan: Part Eight: Population Scenarios and Economic Consequences.”
Glocom Platform, Japanese Institute of Global Communications. 2003.
http://www.glocom.org/special_topics/social_trends/20030128_trends_s25/index.html

Economist Intelligence Unit. “Economic Data.” Country Briefings – Italy. 2008.
http://www.economist.com/Countries/Italy/profile.cfm?folder=Profile-Economic%20Data

Economist Intelligence Unit. “Economic Structure.” Country Briefings – Germany. 2007.
http://www.economist.com/countries/Germany/profile.cfm?folder=Profile-Economic%20Structure

Goto, Junichi. “Aging Society and the Labor Market in Japan: Should the Fertility Rate be Raised Now? No!”
Special Topic. 2001. http://www.jil.go.jp/jil/bulletin/year/2001/vol40-09/05.htm

Horioka, Charles J. “Aging, Saving and Fiscal Policy.” 2007. adb.org
http://www.adb.org/AnnualMeeting/2007/seminars/presentations/cy-horioka-presentation.pdf

“Impacts of Population Ageing and Decline on 21st Century Germany.” Everything2. 2004.
http://everything2.com/e2node/Impacts%2520of%2520population%2520ageing%2520and%2520decline%2520on%252
021st%2520century%2520Germany

Italiana, Repubblica. “Country Overview, Location and Size.” Encyclopedia of the Nations. 2007.
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/economies/Europe/Italy.html



Western Connecticut State University 15

Richard Andrews

James, Kyle. “No Brakes on Germany’s Population Freefall.” Deutsche Welle. 2006.
http://www.dw-world.de/popups/popup_printcontent/0,,2138258,00.html

Rosser, Jr., J. Barkley, and Marina V. Rosser. Comparative Economics in a Transforming World Economy. Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, 2004.

Scotsman, The. “No Easy Answers around the World to Population Decline.” Worldpress.org. 2004.
http://www.worldpress.org/Europe/1979.cfm

Taylor, Andrew and McNeill, David. “The Future of Japan’s Immigration Policy: A Battle Diary By Sakanaka Hidenori.”
Japan Focus – An Asia Pacific E-journal. 2007. http://www.japanfocus.org/products/details/2396



Social Sciences Journal16

To act peacefully or to act violently are choices in life. What causes an individual to choose one over the other? If the
sum of all one’s choices and perceptions could be viewed on a continuum with peace and violence being the two polarities,
where would people fall along this line and why? Do elements of childhood and adolescence cause an individual to choose vio-
lent actions over peaceful means? Does a certain level of exposure to violence cause one to digress to the violent side of the con-
tinuum?

Such questions, are raised when one looks at individual attitudes toward peace and violence. Does everyone have a right to
basic human rights? Are terrorists entitled to these same basic human rights? These questions explore the idea of the
peace/violence continuum. In order to look into both peace and violence and how they are compartmentalized, one must first
define what peace and violence are.

After an understanding of the multi-dimensional elements that define both peace and violence, factors that play into peace
and violent attitudes can be measured. In this study, a three-part survey was used as a means to gather information about the
topic: The first part consists of traditional demographic questions; the second part consists of childhood socialization question;
and the third part incorporates present day attitudes of peace and violence. In the second part, there were questions that meas-
ured exposure to violence in two categories: visual and physical, respectively. This could entail exposure to violent movies or
playing a contact sport. In the third part, present day attitudes toward peace and violence were measured by agreeing or dis-
agreeing with statements about the military, foreign policy and conflict resolution.

The three-part survey was completed by 60 students. These individuals were all Western Connecticut State University stu-
dents with ages ranging from 17 to 26 years old. This survey included undergraduates and also some graduates. Since sample
group was aimed at being representative; there was a diverse group of different genders, majors and class levels.

Literature Review
The intent of this paper is to explore the idea of peace, the socialization of violence, and the attitudes of peace and war.

This paper will review the work of national and international authors who have researched in the field of peace studies. In addi-
tion, the focus of this paper will review six studies on attitudes of peace and/or violence and one study on peace research and
education.

When looking at both peace and war, what are the attitudes of peace? Yasumasa Kuroda looks at the correlation of the atti-
tudes towards peace. More specifically Kuroda’s study looks to determine the level of peace-seeking attitudes among the
Japanese population. This specific population was studied because their history of being bombed by nuclear weapons. This
study was given in a community of 16,500 people in the region close to Tokyo. It included a random sample group of 267
adults. This study was conducted by interview in the summer of 1963. In order to measure the results, Kuroda used four nar-
rowed down ideas pertaining to attitudes of peace-war. These attitudes were scaled, following Guttman’s scaling techniques, to
determine ones aspiration towards peace over war. There were a total of four items, two for war and two for peace. They are as
follows:

1. In this atomic age, we must not proclaim peaceful negotiations as a means of national policy.
2. Peaceful coexistence is our best bet for survival.
3. We should re-arm our country at once.
4. We should not fight in war even though it may be to our advantage (Kuroda, 1964, 206).

The sample group would respond to a series of questions that were centralized around the four main themes listed above.
The questions were set to measure the degree to which peace was preferred over war. Kuroda found that out of the 267 adults
there were 113 peace-seekers and 109 war-oriented individuals. Along with finding the preference of peace over war, Kuroda
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also looked into the trends within those choices. Under the topic of the four main items listed above, Kuroda gave a question-
naire regarding the frequency of thought of peace and war. It was found that the frequency of peace and war, though directly
proportional to the level of peace orientation, was due to the fact that “peace seekers believe that they can eliminate war some-
day in the future. “They believe that they can eventually bring about world peace, and they do not believe that there will be
any major war in the future” (Kuroda, 1964, 207). Therefore, even though the thought is constant, it is positive and open to
world peace as a realistic future.

In this study Kuroda also factored in social class and political understanding to see how these variables affected peace.
Social class was split into three main occupational groups: professional/managerial/clerical, farmers and labors/service workers.
Kuroda found that the higher the social class, the higher the peace orientation. Sixty-eight percent of those in the Professional/
managerial/clerical group were found to be peace orientated, while only 32% were war orientated. The percentage of war orien-
tation increased as the social class fell. Similar findings were present in political understanding. Those who read the newspaper
regularly ranked at 60% for peaceful orientation, while 68% of those who do not read newspapers or do not read at all were
war oriented.

In terms of political variables Kuroda found a positive correlation between the respondent’s sense of civil duty and the level
of peace orientation. “Peace-seekers are then those people who are wiling to participate in the civic affairs of a community”
(Kuroda, 1964, 210). This same positive correlation was also found in terms of public welfare and peace orientation, with 65%
of peace-seekers having a society orientation.

Kuroda’s study on the attitudes and correlations toward peace reveal that those who are peace-oriented also tend to be more
politically informed members of a higher social class, anti-authoritarian, society-oriented, and share a commitment to civic
duty. Peace-seekers also tended to think of peace and war more frequently than their war oriented counterpart.

If the previous correlates are the demographics and trends within those who are peace oriented versus those who are war
oriented, then why is it that some countries deal with more interpersonal violence than other societies? In a cross-cultural study
done by Carol and Melvin Ember, the themes of war, socialization, and interpersonal violence were tested. Ember and Ember
explored the themes of socialization for aggression in boys, father absence, and war inadvertently legitimizing violence.

To research these themes, there was a two-stage strategy to test the hypothesis. The first included taking previous research
and theory. Variables of this pervious research were grouped by relevance and study for correlation. The sample size, which
Murdock and White studied, incorporated 186 societies, all of which had an extensive ethnographic record. Then coding was
done based on aggression and war frequencies. The prevalence of war was based on a one-to-five scale, with a constant as hav-
ing occurred during that year and infrequent as not happening in a ten-year span. In addition to the war frequency, there was
also a measurement of whether there was an effort to pacify the society.

The central findings in the study above were that war was correlated to the other types of violence studied. Socialization for
aggression was found to be strongly correlated to homicide/assault rates. The previous positive correlation was proven to be
stronger than the other factors of socialization (harsh socialization, father absence, low warmth and affection). The explanation
for socialization and aggression was “likely to be a consequence (not a cause) of war that people want their sons to be aggressive
when they have a lot of war and they need to be courageous” (Ember and Ember, 1994, 643). According to Ember and Ember,
it is not that the parents intentionally condition aggression in their children, but rather that such aggression is deemed neces-
sary because of the high frequency of war. “Once you learn to kill an enemy you may find it easier to hurt or kill anyone”
(Ember and Ember, 1994, 643). Due to the strong connection between general violence, war, and socialization for aggression, it
is war that is the component that feeds into the other two consequences.

The socialization of aggression was found to be a reality, especially in societies where war is more prevalent. If this is the
case, then does that mean the attitudes of children toward war and peace tend to be skewed? There are two studies that will be
looked at in the review, both focusing on the children’s views on war and peace. The first was a Norwegian case study done in
1968. This study explored the themes of conflict, war, and peace among school children. Alvik took a sample of boys and girls
in gradestwo, four and six from representative districts covering both high and low socio-economic levels. Alvik ended up inter-
viewing the children with questions involving both peace and war.

Following the interview a collective meeting was held. In this meeting the children were instructed to draw war and draw
peace on two separate sheets of paper. The main findings showed a correlation to age. There was a trend overall that war was
seen by children in terms of the weapons involved. They thought the weapons in war, how to use them, and continuing battles
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in the world were the main associations to the term war. The idea of peace was seen as the end of war, the victorious soldiers,
and what was lost during the war. In the younger groups, there was a much greater focus on concern towards the physical parts
of war: guns, planes and ships. It was later in age that there was a movement toward the awareness of the consequences and
physical actions of war. According to Alvik’s findings, well-formed ideas involving concepts of peace and war occur around the
age of seven- to eight-years old. Also, it was found that most of the associations were tied to war rather than peace. When peace
was mentioned, it was in terms of cooperation and the end of war. Alvik concludes that the focus of children’s intellectual
development is not utilized in terms of knowledge on peace, due to the fact that it needs to be continually gathered and main-
tained.

In terms of the socio-economic background, there was a positive correlation between concrete terms of war and peace, but
less of a correlation toward socio-economic level and abstract terms of war and peace. Though there were differences in the
findings divided by socio-economic levels, they weren’t found to be significant. Alvik found that it was the communication
between the parents and the children that had a stronger correlation to knowledge on peace and war. “The subjects’ associations
with “war” concentrate upon the more concrete aspects (fighting, killing, dying, war, weapons), and seem to be connected to
conventional rather than to nuclear war. The associations with “peace” reveal that the bulk of subjects conceive of this as being
a state of respite and inactivity; in other words, as a passive state more than as active intergroup contact” (Alvik, 1968, 188).
Additionally Alvik also found that intellectual ability and reciprocal reasoning played a role in knowledge of aspects of war and
peace. In the end, the Alvik’s most important finding on the attitudes of peace-war was age.

The second study in reference to children’s views of war and peace was by Leif Rosell. Rosell followed a sociological view-
point, which was based around social roles and political socialization. The sample considered to be a purposeful sample of boys
and girls, ages eight, 11 and 14. These groups were broken up by high activity (activity being in terms of how frequently the
children use information concerning war and peace) and low activity.

Rosell found that the activity tended to be most active with mass media and less active with the family. “. . . Children seem
more secondary-group-oriented, and this is as early as at eight years. Activity with the ‘extreme’ primary group (playmates) and
with secondary-group increases linearly, while family activity stabilizes after a lesser increase” (Rosell, 1968, 269). When Rosell
was doing the interviewing process, the questions were under the trends of the children’s definitions of war and their associa-
tions with war. His finding showed that girls tended to care more about consequences and less about war processes than boys.
Rosell also concluded the strong tie between the perception of conflict and intellectual development.

The findings of children’s viewpoint on peace were first looked at with the idea of two kinds of peace: negative peace and
positive peace. Negative peace was “. . . an absence of organized violence between groups or nations. Peace is here seen as a state
of passivity and absence of contacts between e.g. nations (Rosell, 1968, 272). Positive peace was defined as “. . . something like
cooperation patterns, and aims at integration between groups or nations. Peace in this meaning is seen more as a process, where
contacts are exchanged” (Rosell, 1968, 272). Rosell finds that children show in total less knowledge on peace then on war.
When they do show knowledge on peace, it is specifically pertaining to negative peace.

Children mainly saw negative peace — peace as the absence of war, rather than a separate entity. This trend of limited
knowledge on or conceptualizing peace under the negative term was prevalent in all of the age groups. Rosell also found that
children up to even 15 years old do not show knowledge of positive peace on any significant level. Due to this lack of knowl-
edge of positive peace, Rosell assumes that many people infer to peace in a negative, rather than positive ways. The last compo-
nent of Rosell’s findings incorporates “. . . the will to defend.” In this category Rosell finds that girls have a lower defense will
than boys, and will to defend increases as age rises.

The sixth study was entitled “How Children Think and Feel about War and Peace: An Australian Study,” and was pre-
formed by Robin Hall. This study researched two main ideas: “What factors influence children’s cognitive and affective con-
structions of war and peace? And specifically: How do children’s thoughts and feelings about these concepts vary with age, gen-
der and selected aspects of the socialization process” (Hall, 1993). The researcher extends the previous peace research of Alvik
and Connell (Alvik’s is one of the studies mentioned above.)

The objectives of this research were met by using data from a questionnaire combined with an interview survey of 608 stu-
dents in Bathurst, Australia. The sample group was compiled of children with ages ranging from four to 16, from over 18 class-
es. These 18 classes were in primary school, three which were Catholic and two which were public schools. There were also 10
classes in five secondary schools, which covered the older age group.

Effects of Childhood Socialization on Present-Day Attitudes Toward Peace and Violence
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The results of the data were qualitative, where as the hypothesis was tested using a chi square. Hall found that 90% of chil-
dren in grades K-four saw war as bad, 85% saw war as wrong and only 22% saw war as exciting. For the older children, 85%
would go to war for family, 76% would go to war for friends and 73% would go to war for the country. When the factor of
school type came into play, boys who attended a single-sex school were more in support and likely to use violence. It was found
that girls, who attended a single-sex school, were less disposed to supporting war and to supporting any violence. Thus Hall was
able to show that there was a change in attitude about both violence and war as age increased. Also, males were more disposed
to both supporting and participating in violence as age increased.

The surveys that were looked at all included the elements of attitudes on war. The first one was Kuroda’s study about
Japan’s attitudes on war and peace. This study was especially helpful because it looked into what are trends within those who
are helpful (i.e. civic duty, anti-authoritarian, etc.). Such characteristics would help further define peace, deny violence, and
allow a differentiation between peace-seekers and war-orients.

Kuroda’s finding allowed for insight that would help when my research looks into the present day attitudes of peace and
non-violence. Some of these finding could have similar trends. In the final two studies by Ember and Ember, and Alvik, there
was a close similarity between these studies and their results. Both of these studies aided in putting together the measurement of
exposure to violence during childhood socialization. Some of these trends included lack of general information gathering or
maintenance of peace in childhood, and the fact that peace was mainly seen as the end of war and not as an idea on its own as
well as socialization for aggression. Such themes are present in my own research and can be studied for correlation of present-
day attitudes toward peace and violence.

Although these studies worked to find attitudes of children, rather than elements of how ones childhood effects present-day
attitudes, most of the findings allowed for important trends to be seen. These terms could help pinpoint the necessary questions
that I should ask when performing my research. The two former studies from the 1960s, although slightly outdated, were land-
mark for this specific area of study. Hall’s study was inspired by the previous work of Alvik; it was due to the merit of these
studies that they were considered, even though they were considered to be older research.

Overall, the articles were not in the exact image of what my research is hoping to show. All the materials together allowed
additional theories and attitudes toward peace and violence that will help to better investigate what trends of childhood lead to
peaceful or violent people. The studies were able to show attitudes of peace and violence by children and adults. Also, they
show societal factors that play into high levels of violence both on an internal and external level.

Methodology
This study consisted of 60 WCSU undergraduate and graduate students with ages ranging from 17 to 26. Each of sample

members was given a survey that incorporated questions on childhood socialization and their exposure to peace and violence
and their present day attitudes toward peace and violence. This study was handed out on the last week of March 2008. There
were three main parts to this survey: the first part included all questions on demographics; this was a fill in or a circled
response. The second part included questions about the childhood exposure to violence of peace. This part of the survey includ-
ed options ranging from Always to Never. The third part of the survey covered the present day attitudes on peace and violence.
This part incorporated response selections that ranged from “Strongly Agree” to “Strongly Disagree.”

This study looked to explore the idea of how violent exposure in childhood socialization effects present day attitudes
toward peace and violence. Are present day attitudes of the WCSU population peaceful or violent? How do the elements of
ones childhood play into these attitudes? The research objectives were to find out first the overall attitudes towards peace and
violence by the WCSU community. The second was to see if and how exposure to violence or peace as child, effects the present
day attitudes toward peace and violence. The elements of ones’ childhood will include both physical and visual exposure to vio-
lence. The second part of this survey will entail the present day attitudes toward peace and violence. This section will look into
how the aspects of childhood shape ones present day attitudes. Such attitudes will include effectiveness of conflict resolution,
the impact of the military, and acceptance of violence and war. Also, there will be a subsection that deals with Universal
Human Rights. The present-day attitudes were all factors that played into tracking individuals

The first part was questions on the demographics: this included questions about their major, school year, age and other
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correlated questions. In terms of the demographics the only question that was later left out was one on Nationality. This ques-
tion was a fill in the blank and because of this a lot of students just put American or they listed several different nationalities.
Since this question was not valid it was not factored into the data. The demographics part of the survey was used as a supple-
ment. The questions allowed greater distinction to be made between the different subjects. Such information allowed patterns
to be found within gender, school year and major. This was an important component because asking questions about age and
major allowed the survey to show the diversity of the data. Were all the people who received the survey from the social sciences?
Were they all seniors? Was there a good range of majors and ages?

The second part of the survey covers the exposure to peace and violence in childhood socialization. This part of the survey
covered questions about visual exposure to violence, physical exposure to violence and parent communication. The first element
of exposure to violence included such questions as participation in contact sports, fighting with siblings and friends, participa-
tion in violent games or use of violent toys, and bulling or being bullied. The second part of the exposure of violence in child-
hood was the visual exposure to violence. This section had questions that explored the frequency of exposure to violent televi-
sion shows, movies and parent interaction. Parental communication was the final part of the questions on childhood and cov-
ered topics like the frequency of discussion between parent and child about news and violent events like war, genocide and
bombings. Other questions that were asked in this section were about attendance of religious services, exposure to fairy tales
and favorite T.V. show. The latter were secondary elements, though not directly correlated to violent exposure, they are consid-
ered primary indicators.

The third part of the survey covered the present day attitudes of peace and violence. These questions were on a scale of
“Strongly Agree” to “Strongly Disagree.” These questions had a great range of attitude coverage from general conflict resolution
questions to questions on precision missile attacks and the acceptance of war. On the survey, (question #30–49) were taken off
of the International Peace Test. The rest of the questions in this part #49-56, like the other two parts, were created by me for
this study. The questions were broken up into three main groups: conflict resolution, military/war/violence acceptance and
Human Rights. Within these three main groups there were several sub-groups. In terms of the first main group, conflict resolu-
tion, there were questions on the United Nations, the International Court of Justice, and the idea of using economic sanctions
as a threat or punishment to resolve international conflicts.

Additionally, questions such as necessity of the military, accuracy of precision missiles, and acceptance of violence/war were
all elements that were explored in the second part of the present day attitudes section of the survey. There were questions that
showed variation on the peace/violence continuum from general support of a standing army, to the right to defend one’s own
property, to violence justified in the name of a political agenda. Questions of human rights were also discussed, they included
elements such as acceptance of segregation, protection of human rights, and general importance of human rights.

The final part of the survey had three questions about the individual’s relation to the military. For example, how many peo-
ple an individual knows or has lost in the military and the amount of enemies the individual possesses? These questions were
also considered not to be a primary correlation to present-day attitudes on peace and violence, but secondary information.

All the data from the survey was entered using a coding sheet. Each question was either under its own topic or was consid-
ered part of a larger topic. There were 12 major groups that had similar questions of two or more that were grouped together.
There were 17 categories that contained one original question and were not merged with other questions. These categories,
whether containing one question or a few similar merged questions, had all the possible responses numerically coded.

For example, in the section on childhood socialization there was a question on spanking: “Where you ever spanked or
physically punished as a child?” The possible responses for this question were “Always,” “Often,” “Sometimes,” “Rarely,” and
“Never.” When this question was coded, Always received the code (0), Often (1), Sometimes (2), Rarely (3) and Never (4).
Those who were exposed to less violence received a higher score than, those who were exposed to more violence. All the answers
about violent exposure received a lower score than those who were exposed to more peace as a child during the coding process.
The code sheet allowed the data to be recorded to create the peace/violent scale.

Findings
The findings for this study were quantitative and included both the trends between childhood and present day. These find-

ings came following data input and pairing of independent and dependant variables. There were a few variables that were incor-
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porated into the survey but were not considered to be primary indicators. Such secondary variables were attendance of religious
services, number of enemies, frequency of exposure to fairy tale stories, communication of new events like war, and violence
between parent and child.

Tables 1.1-3.3 show the distribution of the total sample, 60 students surveyed from Western Connecticut State University.
Fifty-one percent were female, 43.3% were male and 3.3% identified as Transgender. In terms of age, the majority of those sur-
veyed, 60% were between ages 20-22, which also added to the fact that 32.2% of the students were in their senior year of col-
lege. The lowest group representation was for students ages 23-27 and graduate students; this reflects the fact that WCSU has a
larger undergraduate and traditional student population.

Table 4.4 shows the overall theme of this thesis, the effects of childhood socialization on present-day attitudes toward peace
and violence. This table includes all the factors of childhood exposure to violence and peace and all the data incorporating the
present day attitudes toward peace and violence. The two variables that are being looked at are exposure to violence as a child
and the effects of that on present-day attitudes of peace and violence. These levels were rated on a “High,” “Medium,” and
“Low” scale for the level of exposure to violence and an “Agree,” “Undecided,” and “Disagree” scale for present-day attitudes.
According to the scale there were no students that fit into the category of low; this could be due the fact that the majority of
the students had a medium exposure to violence due to participation in contact sports or exposure to violent T.V. shows and
movies. There were as many as 82.1% of students who associated as having both a medium level of exposure to violence and a
Neutral or Undecided attitude towards violence today. Out of those who had a high level of exposure to violence as a child
75% also declared a Neutral Attitude towards violence. Overall, there are very few who strongly disagree or agree to violence,

the majority of the students possess a Neutral
attitude towards violence, and those who
were exposed to less violence were 7.1% more
likely to be less supportive of violence.

Table 6.6 shows that 66.7% of males pres-
ent day attitudes were more violent then
peaceful, while only 33.3% of females ranked
in the same category. Forty-nine percent of
males scored with a moderate attitude toward
violence, whereas the majority of females,
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46.9%, ranked in the medium range. This table shows that males were twice as likely to have violent attitudes than females.
The majority of females were grouped into a moderate attitude towards violence at 46.9%. The males had 49.0% of their sam-
ple falling into the moderate category of attitudes toward violence. The chi-squared for this table was .107 which showed that
the findings were not statistically significant.

According to Table 9.9, 47.4% of those who were rarely bullied strongly disagreed with torture being a necessary tool by
our government to gather information that could no be received otherwise. While 50% of those who had never been bullied
strongly agreed with torture as a tool to gain information. Twenty-five percent of those who were bullied strongly agreed with
torture, making those who were bullied less likely to support torture then those who were never bullied. In terms of those who
were never bullied, 50% strongly agreed with torture as acceptable. For those who strongly disagreed with torture, the percent-
ages rose as the exposure to being bullied decreased. The chi-square for this table was below .05, therefore, statically significant.

Table 11.11 shows the amount of discussion of news between parent and child during childhood and present-day attitudes
of acceptance of violence. Forty percent of those who rarely talked with their parents about the news deemed violence as accept-
able, whereas 40% of those who always talked with their parents about the news accepted violence. There were no other per-
centages other then in the strongly agreed category, for those who always discussed the news with their parents. Forty-four of
those who sometimes discussed the news with parents strongly disagreed with violence as acceptable.

Conclusion
The object of my study was to look at the effects of childhood socialization on present-day attitudes toward peace and vio-

lence. From my findings I hoped to have a clearer understanding of what childhood factors played a part in present-day atti-
tudes of peace and violence. I took a sample size of 60 WCSU students and surveyed them on both their childhood socializa-
tion and their present-day attitudes of peace and violence. In doing this study I was looking to find where people fell along the
peace-violent continuum, and this was affected by exposure to violence during childhood socialization.

I was especially looking to see if there were specific trends from childhood socialization that played a large role in predict-
ing present-day attitudes on peace and violence. The finding from my study allowed me to have information on both the whole
picture of childhood socialization and the individual questions that made up that section. From my findings I was able to see
trends from my data that I would not have otherwise have concluded. These trends allowed further conclusions and indications
to be drawn.

The survey that was conducted asked questions of one’s exposure to violence in childhood, along with one’s present-day
attitudes toward peace and violence. In terms of the first part of the study, childhood socialization, a significant part of the data
that was collected was lumped under middle range. Many of the students who answered the survey replied with significant
amount of “Not Sure” and “Undecided.” Due to this trend, the same trend followed through when looking at the present-day
attitudes. However, despite the fact that the majority of the data followed a moderate trend, there were still enough outsid caus-
es that allowed certain associations to be made.

Overall, men were found to be twice as likely to accept war, yet women had higher levels of exposure to violence as chil-
dren. These two specific trends were the most significant and at the same time shocking. Surprisingly this data showed that
although women were exposed to more violence as children, it is not a factor that shaped their present-day attitudes on peace
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and violence. This finding supports conclusions that men are possibly more instinctive toward violence. Additionally, although
women are more exposed to violence as children, they choose different perceptions and actions for their present-day attitudes.

In the study by Ember and Ember (1994) one of their findings was the idea that children, specifically males, were social-
ized to be more aggressive. This conditioning was stated as an unconscious parenting technique that was to prepare their chil-
dren for defense if the country should ever have to go to war. The idea behind this was that they would be considered good
parents if their children were considered good soldiers in a time when they were needed. This theory explains why boys tend to
have more aggressive attitudes and actions then girls. In this study the findings showed that males were twice as likely to sup-
port violence than females, which reinforces the idea of socialized aggression in children.

In terms of those who experienced first-hand violence, 50% of those who were bullied were in support of resolving interna-
tional conflicts by using threats, such as punishment or economic trade sanctions. This finding calls for a possible conclusion
that those who experience physical violence as an adolescent are more likely to see negative options for handling conflict. As
Alkin (1968) first found in his study, children’s idea of war and peace grow with age and typically become more negative.
Alkin’s theory was retested in 1993 by Hall and the same pattern of how age affects attitudes toward peace and violence
applied. These two studies showed that although there are many factors that can affect a person, it is childhood socialization
and exposure to violence as a child that set the tone for future attitudes.

When looking at the micro factors against each other there was less of a trend between the two than there was in the first
table. In terms of physical violence, bulling was also considered. Twenty-five percent of those who were bullied strongly agreed
with torture, making those who were bullied less likely to support torture then those who were never bullied. In terms of those
who were never bullied, 50% strongly agreed with torture as acceptable. For those who strongly disagreed with torture, the per-
centages rose as the exposure to being bullied decreased.

In terms of limitations for my study, some of the main ones where lack of information available, limited resources, and
neutral responses. First, in terms of the information available, the limit with this was there were so many factors involved in the
content of my research. Just in the childhood socialization component, there were so many questions that I wanted to ask but
because of time constraints, these questions had to be severely limited. These limits caused great gaps in the information and
therefore more generalizations had to be made. After collecting and analysing the data, there were many follow up questions
that would greatly benefit my study.

Alsos in terms of limited resources, I handed out about 70 surveys, and received 60 back. Many students either did not
support the questions being asked or just didn’t want to commit the effort to filling out a survey. Although there are many stu-
dents at WCSU and outlets to pass out surveys, it was difficult to convince these students to take a few minutes to do so.

The third major limitation of my study was the fact that the majority of the survey recipients were often undecided about
their present-day attitudes on peace and violence. Due to this constant middle group it was hard to find any significant conclu-
sions of movement along the peace-violent continuum.

Even with such limitations, I was still able to collect 60 solid surveys. My findings, although not all statistically significant,
were telling of important trends warranting additional research and analysis. My findings were similar to those in the literature
that I reviewed. For example, one of the most important trends noted in my findings was the fact that females were more often
exposed to violence than males, raising important questions to be explored.
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What is it that makes people question or change their religious preference? Some studies have shown that changes in
social status have led to a change in religious preference. I believe this to be true because more and more today people are
beginning to find religious institutions and values that fit their social preference and reinforces that social image. This desertion
of one’s religion or departure of practices and principles is known as apostasy, and has become more common in present reli-
gious practice. Education is the underlying aspect for religious preference today, and that certain a level of education leads to a
certain religious change from current religious fundamentals. Why is it that certain individuals choose certain religions and
teachings? Is it because they find that it helps them reinforce their social standing or is it something more such as understand-
ing other options learned throughout their education? “Religion is usually nothing but a supplement to or even a substitute for
education. Thus one can say: The more education, the less religion,” Friedrich Von Schlegel.

In this study, the correlation between education and religious preference or religious intensity will be explored. The core of
understanding someone’s education and how that certain individual uses that education as a guide to religious preference will
be explored. Does a high level of education decrease religious beliefs or cause apostasy? If apostasy does occur is it in part due
too that individuals education? Do levels of education such as a Ph.D. cause individuals to stop believing or enhance and
strengthen religious beliefs? Other studies have shown evidence that individuals will live a more strict religious life because they
are unaware of other options available. The key to this study is education and what effect it has on religious preference and
intensity.

In order to gain the quantitative information needed a survey will be used. The survey will contain questions about educa-
tion level, religious sect, religious participation, and changes in religious preference. Also with this survey I hope to get other
information that I would find relevant such as political identity and how that may be related to religious preference. I would
like to include a few variables so as to get more information about how education pertains to other aspects of the religious life.
With this data collected, I began to see trends emerge when correlating education and religious preference.

Samples were obtained from the entire educational spectrum, such as individuals with no high school education, a high
school education, and college and graduate degrees. From the data collected, I hypothesize that a correlation exists between
education and religious preference, in that the higher an individual’s education is the more likely they are to change their reli-
gious preference during their lifetime.

Literature Review
Religion is a phenomenon that has grown and changed over the course of thousands of years. Today it has become almost a

“what you make of it” ideal as people are maintaining their religious beliefs but attending less church services. As researchers
have explained before in previous years there are many social factors that pertain to religiosity, and the way an individual uses
their personal beliefs to fit their social status. As individuals become educated they begin to enter different social statuses and
then in return change religious beliefs or faiths altogether in order to find a way to secure their social status.

In “Preferences, Constraints, and Choices in Religious Markets: An Examination of Religious Switching and Apostasy,”
Sherkat and Wilson (1995) seek to examine the development of religious preference that inform choices about religious mobili-
ty through variables of status, denomination, prior religious consumption, prior religious preference, and social measures.
Sherkat and Wilson used data from a survey in which 1,669 randomly selected high school seniors from a national probability
sample of high schools, representing a 99% rate of response. A randomly selected parent of each student was also interviewed
which resulted in 1,562 completed interviews for a 93% response rate. This first wave of study was completed in 1965, and the
second wave was completed in 1973 and retained 1,348 (80.8%) youths from the original panel and 1,179 of the parents
(75.5%).

Sherkat and Wilson findings dictated that high-status parents imbue their children with preferences for a particular variety
of religion, one that conforms to their own status in society and rejects the otherworldliness of low-status religious traditions.
Second, individuals are led to new preferences as a result of changes in their social standing. Social mobility may bring with it



Social Sciences Journal26

Religion and Education: A Study of Higher Education and Religious Intensity

26

knowledge of different cultural products that people will be enticed to try and may eventually come to prefer. Social mobility
leads to changes in normative structures that preclude certain choices and make others more attractive, and that consumption
and preference have a strong influence on religious choice. Sherkat and Wilson also found that feelings of closeness to parents
also influenced religious choices, making apostasy and conservative switching less likely and liberal switching more likely. Their
findings also revealed that women were less likely than men to switch to conservative denominations and more likely to switch
to liberal groups. Finally, youths that had children between 1965 and 1973 were less likely to than others to become apostates
because their decision not to consume religious goods would affect their children. Both men from Duke University felt that this
study was important because religion and other cultural factors are important in predicting a variety of political, demographic,
and health-related factors.

Sandomirsky and Wilson’s (1990) research investigated “the process of disaffiliation among men and women from religious
denomination based on family formation, using two models one being for apostasy and the other for switching” (p.1211).
Sandomirsky and Wilson’s interest in this study used a two-stage model the first stage, they modeled individual choice to or
drop the religion in which the respondent was socialized, and the second stage modeled the choice to change religions, net the
predicted probability of having made a prior choice not to drop out.

They collected data from a career development study conducted in the state of Washington. The first survey was given to
males and females who were at the time juniors and seniors in high school in 1965 and 1966. The survey was given to one
hundred males and females in the school. The same respondents were then re-studied 13 years later when they were 28 to 31
years of age. The survey covered topics such as high school denomination, change in denomination, gender, church attendance,
and educational mobility. These topics were then again given in the survey thirteen years later. The results of this study found
that one-quarter of the high school students had no religious affiliation, and by the second survey the unaffiliated group had
risen to 50%. They also found no gender differences in overall drop out and change rates. Importantly the study revealed that
religion variables affect switching but made no difference to apostasy, while family variables have such a strong impact on apos-
tasy, have no impact on switching. The results underline the importance of taking family variables into account when studying
disaffiliation and of treating apostasy and switching as qualitatively different variables.

“Some Factors Associated with Variations in Church Attendance,” written by Lazerwitz (1961), was an analysis of social
factors which increased or decreased church participation throughout several religious denominations. The article gives informa-
tion on three national surveys conducted by the Survey Research Center of the University of Michigan, and the first two sur-
veys were given eighteen months prior to the third. These surveys asked questions pertaining to social factors such as sex, race,
age, number of children, life cycle, education, occupation, and family income within groups designated as Protestant, Catholic,
Jewish, Baptist, and Methodist. Also there were a large number of interviews done as well, and they even obtained enough
interviews to include both the Baptist and Methodist denominations in the analysis.

From these surveys and interviews come a number of important findings such as: There is little, if any, change in the differ-
ences between the sexes even when women in the labor force are compared with men in the labor force, but women do attend
church more than men; Of the “Negro Baptists,” 84% attend church regularly or often in contrast to 69% of the White
Baptists; No meaningful change in church attendance for different age groups among Protestant and Catholics and an increase
for Jews; The presence of varying number of children in the home does not appear to be associated with meaningful variations
in church attendance; Families attend church more often as children are in Sunday School ages and then slowly decline as chil-
dren reach higher levels of education; The data does not support that the higher one’s education leads to less church attendance;
The data does show more regular church attendance by white-collar occupations than that of non-farm blue-collar occupations.
Finally there seemed to be no pattern association between income and church attendance among any religious group. The
importance of these findings is that church attendance is affected by different social factors and according to the data in ways
that one would not assume, and these findings may help show changes of church attendance over the years or why attendance
may change.

“Persons exposed to scholarly and scientific training find traditional religion incompatible with their occupational values
subsequently abandon their religion, or academic careers tend to be chosen by people who have already cast off traditional reli-
gion,” (p. 370) is the main idea of Zelan’s (1968) research. The data was from the NORC’s study of arts and science graduate
students. The sample comprised of 2,842 students from 25 different institutions and 50 fields of study. The study did not
include applied and professional fields of study. The colleges were also divided into two classes the first being “elite” and the
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other was deemed “other.” The elite group consisted of colleges that were in the top ten in the Keniston survey of graduate
school prestige.

Findings from this analysis include that in high quality college one is more likely to encounter individuals who question
the values and norms to which they have been socialized and are therefore more likely to abandon them, amongst these being
the cluster of beliefs and behaviors associated with religious identification. An individual in the better college has an opportuni-
ty to acquire a functional alternative to the religion they had abandoned. An alternative thesis that was supported by the data
was theta “the academic profession attracts a relatively higher proportion of irreligious individuals than do any or most other
occupations” (p. 378). Also an important finding from this study was that occupational socialization may begin before profes-
sional training through the process of anticipatory socialization.

Laserwitz’s (1961) analysis on the social factors associated with church attendance analyzes the factor of education which is
the main variable in my research, but according to his research there was no real correlation between higher education and
lower church attendance. I hope to find such a correlation in hopes that things have changed in the past 47 years even though
the central study of my paper is a change in religiosity which we all have come to understand does not imply attendance as a
factor. I am also going to use the three surveys to help me come up with questions that pertain to my study, and the questions
used in his analysis would pertain perfectly to mine. It was also of interest in that Goode (1968) helped me to understand that
religion is not of a single piece, and that bit and pieces are taken, reshaped, re-interpreted and re-formulated to fit the status
needs of various strata, and there is no reason to think it will mean the same thing to different people. I believe this to be an
enormous help to my research in that it pertains to my term of religiosity and how religious spirituality and fundamental have
changed, and that is what I want to get to the root of in my research. Sherkat and Wilson helped me to understand the idea of
an apostate, and so I added that to my research because I am interested in knowing if a high degree of education can cause
apostasy.

I was also happy to see that Sandomirsky and Wilson (1990) used high school students in their surveys because I was skep-
tical of using high school students, but their analysis of their findings even though I will not be doing a follow up years later
made me feel secure including high school students in my sample. Zelan’s (1968) research most directly pertains to my own due
to its direct focus on higher education and a move away from traditional religion or apostasy. The only problem was the study
only consisted of graduate students so I feel it is very important to include high school students to get a younger perspective or
a lower educational level understanding of apostasy or a move away from traditional religiosity or beliefs. Also, when I survey
the college level I did not exclude studies such as professional or applied fields of study. It is important to include all fields in
the sample. A final note of importance was the idea of anticipatory socialization which has a lot of truth behind it because peo-
ple take on characteristics of the social group in which they intend to socialize.

Methodology
The intent of this study focused on the issue of education and religion and how education influenced religious preference

and religious intensity. Question’s posed in this study: Does a high level of education decrease religious beliefs or cause a
decrease in religious belief? Do higher levels of education, such as the Ph.D. level, cause individuals to stop believing or
enhance and strengthen their religious beliefs? From the research, it is hoped that correlations will emerge identifying variables
in religious preference from educational attainment.

The key variables in this study were education level and religious denomination. Education was defined as the level of edu-
cation attained by the individual be it a high school diploma or a Master’s Degree. When religion was used in this study I had
to delve deeper into their meaning of religion, and by that I mean it’s more complex than just asking a person if they were a
Christian or a Buddhist. I included questions on an array of aspects pertaining to religion. The last section of my survey was a
series of statements in which a respondent could strongly agree, agree undecided, disagree, or strongly disagree. I used these
statements as a measure for individuals beliefs outside the core of just saying yes or no to a question such as are you religious?
There was no adding system to this scale, but as I stated before it allowed me to better understand the respondent’s religious
standpoint.

This study was conducted in the first week of April 2008. The sample was gathered first by using a purposive sample in
which I handed out a number surveys on the Western Connecticut State University campuses to both students and faculty
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members. The second part of my sample I handed out surveys at a local post office in order to receive a random sample outside
the world of academia. There were thirty-eight participants from Western Connecticut State University and twenty-two partici-
pants from the local post office.

The method used for this study was a questionnaire which contained closed-ended questions. In this questionnaire each
respondent was asked twenty two questions regarding demographics, religion, and education. The final question was set up in
Matrix Question Format although for the purpose of this study was not used in a scaling sense. It was designated as a set of
seven statements used to help create an idea of the importance of religion and education in a respondent’s life.

This study did encounter one problem which was I had originally intended to get thirty survey questionnaires to
Housatonic Valley Regional High School for the students to fill out but due to new administrative rules I did not have enough
time to wait for 30 permission slips to be filled out be both parents and students. This was a very important part of the study
because I had wished to compare the high school student’s results to that of the university students to see how a higher educa-
tion may have changed their religious beliefs and intensity. So instead I tried to get more random samples in hopes of getting
some high school students to fill out the survey questionnaire outside of the school. I was able to get about ten surveys filled
out by high school students, but that is only a sixth of my total number of surveys. Finally all the respondents’ answers were
codified into Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) and given numerical value to find any correlations between edu-
cation and religion.

Table One, not included here, shows the distribution of religion for all sixty respondents that were surveyed in the study.
Catholicism (33.3%) and Protestants (23.3%) made up the majority of religions making up over half of the total. No religion
made up 16.7% and other religions made up 15%. Jewish and Orthodox religions only accounted for 3.3% each of the total.
The remaining religions only accounted for a little over 5%.

Table Two illustrates the distribution of education level for all sixty respondents that were surveyed in the study. “Some col-
lege” (56.7%) was the most common education level found among participants in this study. The next largest group was those
who have completed a college degree, with only a 16.7%. There was a sampling of respondents from every educational category
in this study. The lowest percentage coming from some high school (3.3%), but, as previously explained, problems were
encountered with surveys in the high school, inhibiting my ability to get an appropriate sample from this educational segment
of the study. Then again, this study focused on how a higher education levels would affect religious preference and intensity, so
it was important that a little over 86% of the respondents had obtained or were in route to obtaining a higher level of educa-
tion.

Table Three, not included here, a cross tabulation between gender and religious denomination, reveals that Catholicism
had, for both males and females, the greatest number of respondents, with eight females and twelve males. Protestant was the
next religion reported with the greatest number of respondents with seven females and seven males. Interesting enough, there
were eight respondents who choose “none” for their religion which was the second highest number of respondents in this cross
tabulation for the male gender. There were no female respondents who stated that Hinduism, Muslim, or Buddhism was their
religious denomination, and no male respondents had selected Orthodox as their religious denomination.

Table Four represented a respondent’s education level and how that correlated to their religious service attendance. Of the
60 people who participated in this study 32 (53.3%) reported that they seldom attended religious services and 16 (26.7%) stat-
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ed that they never attended religious services. Only (10%) six respondents reported that they attended religious services very
often, and six (10%) indicated that they often attended religious services which indicated a 20% sum of respondents that had
actually attended religious services with some regularity. With those respondents who reported having some high school and
graduated school none had reported either a very often or often attendance. The table also revealed that respondents that had
reported having some high school through those that had reported graduating college only four had reported going to religious
services very often and four reported a seldom an often religious attendance, compared to thirty who seldom attended and four-
teen who never attended religious services. Throughout the educational spectrum the trend was for respondents to either sel-
dom or never attend religious services.

Table Five had a Chi-Squared result, on the
respondent’s parents’ religious attendance and
the respondent’s religious attendance, with a
probability of .000, statistically significant, and
therefore, generalize-able to the greater popula-
tion.

Table Six, not included here, represented a
cross tabulation of education level and how
strongly the respondent believed in their reli-
gious teachings. Out of the 60 respondents, 56
respondents answered this particular question.
87.5% of all respondents had some sort of belief

in their religious teaching be it a somewhat belief, a belief, or a strong belief, but only 12.5 % of the respondents indicated a
strong disbelief or a disbelief in their religious teachings. The table indicated that only four (7.1%) respondents strongly disbe-
lieved in their religious teachings, and only three (5.4%) disbelieved their religious teachings according to table eight. Of those
four respondents none were represented from the high school graduate, Master’s degree, or the doctorate degree educational cat-
egory. One respondent that had some college and two that had obtained Doctorate degrees represented the three respondents
that indicated a disbelief in religious teachings. Of all respondents 35.7% stated that they somewhat believed, 33.9% stated
that they believed, and 17.9% had stated that they strongly believed in their religious teachings. Of the thirty respondents who
had some college education 46.7% stated that they somewhat believed and 33.3% indicated that they believed in their religious
teachings.

In Table Seven, a Chi-Squared test was run for a respon-
dent’s education level and their belief in their own religious
teachings. The test indicated a probability of .025, which made
theses figure statistically significant.

Table Ten, not included here, was a cross tabulation
between level of education and the belief in Creationism.
Thirty-five (60.4%) of the 58 respondents either disagreed or
strongly disagreed with the idea of Creationism, as compared to
fifteen who agreed or strongly agreed with the idea of creation-
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ism, and eight respondents had indicated that they remained undecided. 61.8% of respondents who had some college indicated
that they disagreed or strongly disagreed. 66.6% of the college graduates also disagreed or strongly disagreed, and 50% of those
with Master’s degree and 60% of those with doctorate’s degrees disagreed with the idea of creationism.

Table Eight, not included here, represented a cross tabulation between education and the belief in evolution. Forty-four
(75.8%) of the 58 respondents either agreed or strongly agreed with the idea of evolution. Twenty-six (76.5%) respondents who
had some college either agreed or strongly agreed with the idea of evolution. One-hundred percent of those with some high
school and a Master’s Degree agreed with the idea of evolution. Eighty percent of those with a doctorate agreed with the idea of
evolution. Only eight (13.8%) respondents either disagreed or strongly disagreed with the idea of evolution. Six (10.3%)
respondents remained undecided on this situation.

Conclusion
The majority of my respondents were those who had some college education—56.7%, and the majority religion in my

study was Catholicism, 33.3%. Gender was represented by a 40% female and 60% male gender split. Eighty percent of respon-
dents reported that they either seldom or never attended religious services with no regard to education level. An important
result from my study was that the parents religious attendance and the respondents religious attendance passed the Chi-Square
Test which made it statistically significant, and I found this very interesting because all the respondents were at least 18 and
were not being forced to attend religious services at the time of study. Another result that was of statistical significance was that
of age and religious attendance. I found the results of the cross tabulations of both education and creationism and education
and evolution very important because 60.4% of the respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed with the idea of creationism,
and 75.8% of all respondents agreed or strongly agreed with the idea of evolution. It is great to understand all these percent-
ages, but when I began this study I truly believed it would be a black and white study in that people with greater education
would have less religious intensity, and tend to be less religious all together. That just wasn’t the case it seems that attendance
seemed to be the one variable affected by a higher education, and along with that was a belief in their religious teachings
remained. Respondents did not turn their back on their religion but more shaped it fit their own personal definition. Most
respondents believed in evolution, but some of those same respondents also believed in creationism so it is difficult to measure
someone’s religious intensity as it changes from individual to individual.

The study that I felt most directly related to my study was that of Erich Goode and his study of “Class Styles of Religious
Sociation.” Goode’s findings stated that religion was not a single piece, and that bits and pieces are taken, reshaped, re-inter-
preted and re-formulated to fit status needs of various strata, and it will mean the same thing to different people. This is what I
found in my study that religion and more than that religiosity is not just one variable. An individual could never attend reli-
gious services but strongly believe in their religious teachings, and also that respondent could believe in creationism and evolu-
tion equally. Religion has changed and means different things to different people, and I believe that this was a problem with my
study because it was hard to pin point one attribute that could prove my hypothesis that education is correlated with religious
preference and religious intensity and use this attribute across all respondent surveys. Bernard Lazerwitz study of factors associ-
ated with church attendance found that the higher one’s education did not affect church attendance, but in my study I found
that a higher education did affect church attendance because 80% of my respondents stated that they seldom or never attended
religious services. I found that these two studies were the only ones of the six reviews that had any implications usable to my
own research.

One of the greatest limitations of this study was the fact that I could not include high school students due to the issue of
permission slips needed by every respondent in high school, and also the lack of diversity in both race and religious denomina-
tion. If someone were to re-create this study I would almost insist they begin early and get a sample of high school students so
as to see the change in religiosity from high school to higher education levels. I would also recommend that the researcher get a
greater sample of respondents with Master’s and Doctorates degrees so as to represent a larger percentage of the study as well as
including a greater range of races and religions. One last thing I wish I could have done but, due to time constraints I was not
able to, was to have interviewed some respondents. It would have been good to sit down and interview a few respondents from
different education levels and try to find out what they consider religiosity to be, and if they felt that they themselves were very
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religious even when their answers may have indicated that they were not. This would be an important feature to the next study
on this topic.

The most important thing I will take away from this particular study is that religiosity can mean so many things to so
many people, and as our education increases our concept of our own religiosity is changed in a way to better fit our ideals. It is
more than just going to church or a religious service every week nowadays, and this study has shed some light on the subject
for me personally. Individuals grow intellectually along with their religious values, and how those values are incorporated into
our lives.
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The practice of racial discrimination and prejudice toward minorities in the US, both historically and currently, is well
documented. The black population in particular has been victimized in some of the most severe cases of racial discrimination
and prejudice in the history of the United States. Although a great deal of progress has been made in breaking down racial bar-
riers which perpetuate and reflect such practices, a general observation of contemporary American society clearly reveals that
blacks continue to be stigmatized and experience a great deal of social, political, and economic inequality. For example, to see
the inequalities present in American society, one need only look at the disproportionate amount of blacks incarcerated, the
absence of significant black representation in government, and the overall tendency for blacks to remain in the more menial
sectors of the labor market. Consequently, though, there is a large body of documentation on racism and prejudice toward
blacks, it is important that society remains informed of how African Americans continue to be stigmatized simply because of
their physical characteristics.

In order to gain further insight into prejudices toward blacks, the following study explored whether or not the racial char-
acteristics of an author of a piece of literature might bias readers’ judgments of that piece of work, more specifically, if under-
graduate students would rate literature written by a black individual less than if it had been written by a white individual. The
study hypothesized that indeed students would rate a black individual’s work, in terms of authoritativeness (the dependent vari-
able), less than a white individual’s.

Thus, the critical experimental manipulation (the independent variable) had to do with the race of the authors, or their
visually apparent physical differences. The study asked three main research questions: (1) Are students more likely to value liter-
ature written by African Americans, in terms of its authoritativeness, less than whites? (2) If so, are there certain demographics
that tend to foster this prejudiced, and (3) What demographics, if any, have a tendency to oppose this prejudice?

This study was important for several reasons. First, the continued social and institutional practices which foster discrimina-
tion and prejudice, intentionally or unintentionally, are direct obstacles to blacks’ attainment of authority. As a result, this
group has been and continues to be marginalized in American society. These practices are then passed down from one privi-
leged generation to the next.

Second, there are psychological consequences for blacks who are stigmatized, including low-self esteem, depression, and
feelings of alienation. These consequences manifest within the black community and society at large in sundry forms, including
low high-school graduation rates, violence, crime, and alcohol/drug abuse. Finally, the unequal treatment of blacks, or any
minority for that matter, completely contradicts the fundamental principles upon which America was founded: “life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness,” and thus undermines democratic principles of equal opportunity and fairness.

Literature Review
The following literature review focused on six different articles. All contained useful information, in both design and con-

tent, for this study. In How Students Feel about Black Literature, Cooke (1974) conducted an experiment designed to evaluate
students’ immediate attitudes/feelings after exposure to two units of black literature. “Students attending three predominately
white senior high schools and two predominately black senior high schools . . . participated in the study” (p. 293).

The general hypothesis of the study asserted that having read black literature, students would be more likely to use black
literature for a subsequent creative research project. An important question posed in the study was whether or not there was
consistency in school policies about the teaching of black literature or were students merely doing the reading independently.
Thus, a pre-test was conducted to determine the amount of black literature subjects had read previous to the experiment. After
having read the material and presented their research projects, the students answered a questionnaire. Misogyny and the College
Girl by Philip A. Goldberg (1967), was chosen for its research design as well as its psychological emphasis, both are key ele-
ments to my study. All of the other five articles, while varied in content, addressed in some form or another, the impacts of race
on human relations.

In Misogyny and the College Girl, Goldberg examined the way in which “Both men and women tend to value men more
highly” (p. 147). The study’s major purpose was to “investigate the operation of perceptual distortion in reflecting prejudice
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toward women.” To collect information on the subject matter, a questionnaire, designed to measure the reader’s prejudice
toward women, was administered.

As for the subjects or population, “one hundred and forty female undergraduate students were randomly selected to partic-
ipate in the study. A pre-experiment occupational rating scale was completed by 100 subjects, and 40 subjects took part in the
experiment proper” (pp. 147-148). Six articles were chosen from the professional literature of six occupational fields. The major
variable, however, was only the name of the author, half male and half female. A questionnaire containing instructions, to be
completed by the reader upon finishing the article, was also distributed.

Goldberg’s hypothesis, that women would “evaluate more favorably the work of men than of women,” was corroborated (p.
151). The result of men’s work being more highly valued than the work of women, according to Goldberg, “represents obvious
distortion” (p. 152). In addition, “both the sensitivity and the distortion are characteristics of prejudice.”

In Racial Beliefs among Blacks and Whites: An Evaluation of Perspectives, Jarmon (1980) focused on the “acceptability of
interracial relations between blacks and whites” (p. 240). The primary objective in the study was to “assess the prevalence of
congruity in [subjects’] beliefs.” Congruity was defined as “the similarity within two sets of beliefs regarding acceptability.”

The author explored the notion among “laymen and social scientists” that blacks and whites understood and viewed them-
selves “through different social perspectives” (p. 235). The different-social-perspective theory attributed the perceived disconnect
between the two groups to be a byproduct of ignorance whites, who were aloof to their counterparts, and blacks, who were
more in tune with their historical roots. The latter phenomenon had the effect of creating a sense of pride within the black
community, furthering the apparent disconnect. As a result, stereotyping due to ignorance became the framework for either
group to form misperceptions of the other.

That blacks were more aware of their history was surely a fact; however, in terms of “ideological orientation and on major
issues,” Jarmon reasoned that an integrated and monolithic perspective amongst either blacks or whites did not exist (p. 239).
Moreover, black and white perceptions were reciprocal; that is, through shared knowledge, both groups to a certain extent
understood how the other felt about and viewed racial issues, creating interplay. According to Jarmon, there was a “mutual
awareness of the fundamental issues [involved] in racial conflict” (p. 241). Consequently, rather than attributing stereotyping as
the major cause for conflict between blacks and whites, the study hypothesized that it was more likely the result of perceived
groups or individual interests.

The subjects in the study were 179 undergraduate students, 116 whites and 63 blacks. The method included a question-
naire format designed to assess the amount of overlapping beliefs amongst blacks and whites as regards racial integration. The
questionnaire contained 18 detailed topics, including economics, legality, politics, and the like. The major findings in the arti-
cle included:

(1) Blacks and whites perceive the same areas of acceptability, as well as those of high sensitivity, and
simultaneously recognize the difference in their own willingness to accept interracial relations.

(2) Blacks perceive whites as being more negative toward interracial relations than whites perceive themselves to be,
while whites perceive blacks as more favorable toward these relations than blacks perceive themselves to be.

(3) Blacks and whites respond to kinds of relationships according to their degree of sensitivity, or group interest
(p. 246).

Overall, the study contradicted the assumption that blacks and whites are completely detached from one another’s mindset.
As regards congruities and incongruities in perspectives, the researcher acknowledged an unexpected amount of congruity
which, he claimed, warranted further research. The study, however, was unable to fully support its hypothesis.

In Can Race Be Erased? Coalitional Computation and Social Categorization, Robert Kurzban et al. (2001) addressed the sci-
entific belief that “people encode the race of each individual they encounter, and do so via computational processes that appear
to be both automatic and mandatory” (para.1). It was argued in this study that this theory, if true, is important “because cate-
gorizing others by their race is a precondition for treating them differently according to race.” Kurzban et al., however, offered
an alternative hypothesis: “The encoding by race is instead a reversible byproduct of cognitive machinery that evolved to detect
coalitional alliances.” The central hypothesis contained “two factors, patterns of alliance and shared appearance, conspire to
reinforce and stabilize a coalitional categorization along racial lines” (“Methods,” para.4).
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The study used unobtrusive measures to demonstrate that categorizing individuals by race is not a foregone conclusion, as
claimed by proponents of the automatic/mandatory thesis. The method used to assess encoding was done with “the memory
confusion protocol developed by Taylor et al [which] uses errors in recall to unobtrusively reveal whether subjects are categoriz-
ing target individuals into groups and, if so, what dimensions they are using to do so” (“Methods,” para.1).

Using photographs, recall, conversation, and the like, the experiment employed so-called memory confusion protocol,
which randomly assigned an array of tasks for male and female subjects to perform and created a context of conflict between
two competing teams. Furthermore, the study used “image manipulation software to give the individual either gray or yellow
shirts; individuals whose verbal statements implied allegiance wore the same color” (“Methods,” para.4). “Rival four-person
coalitions . . . each composed of two Euro-American men and two African men” were formed as well.

The central finding was the ability to “diminish the importance of race by manipulating coalition, especially given repeated
failure [of other studies] over decades to find means to influence racial encoding” (“Conclusions,” para.1). Indeed, the subjects’
resistance, in terms of race, to coalitional manipulation was so insignificant that, after four minutes of exposure “to an alterna-
tive social world in which race was irrelevant,” they showed a substantial weakening of their inclination to categorize others.

The overall impressions of the literature discussed above suggest a positive association between race and perceptions. Some
of the studies attest to the fact that African Americans have less job authority than white Americans. Authority Hierarchies at
Work: The Impacts of Race and Sex was an important find concerning these matters, as the concept of authority will be a consid-
erable part of my study. As previously mentioned, the exclusion of blacks from positions of authority has many implications for
both black and white Americans. Such discriminatory practices foster resentment and distrust in society.

As previously discussed, the additional material that was particularly useful was the article, Misogyny and the College Girl.
The study will guide my research in terms of its instrument. For example, I will use questions that are akin to Goldberg’s. More
importantly, its hypothesis was what led me to design a similar experiment that replaced gender with race as the primary
manipulated variable. Based on the significant characteristics that have been noted between my study and Goldberg’s, it is
anticipated that others may emerge.

In terms of noticeable problems with the above studies, a few of the studies were rather dated, raising questions of relevan-
cy to today’s race relations. Some aspects of How Students Feel about Black Literature are questionable as well. It is hard to judge
the latter’s validity and generalizability when the number of subjects, or any of the data for that matter, was not disclosed.
Furthermore, certain results discussed were based upon the actions of one or two individuals, hardly enough to generalize to the
larger population.

What the study lacked in technical respects, however, was somewhat offset by its social value, namely that it raised ques-
tions of consistency of school curriculum. In other words, if school faculty integrated more black literature into education, it
may elucidate young minds and therefore promote more racial tolerance and communication in society, the latter two effects
being broader objectives embedded in the following study.

Methodology
To construct and then administer the present experimental study, first, a random article (chosen solely for its neutral and

concise content) was selected, which was to be distributed in three different forms. In order for the articles to reveal the racial
characteristics of each of the factitious authors to the college students (the latter being the units of analysis), and thus function
as the experimental stimuli, one form included an arbitrarily selected photograph of a “white” individual to represent the author
of the article, and the second form used an arbitrarily selected photograph of a “black” individual as the author. These photo-
graphs were placed at the beginning of the articles in the left hand corner, following a short introduction that functioned to
familiarize the participants to the nature of the study. The third variation of the article was left without a photograph and
served as the control group. Hence, the critical experimental manipulation (the independent variable) was the race of the
authors, or their visually apparent physical differences. In all there were sixty articles which were divided into three subgroups
of twenty and coded as white, black, or neutral. All of the other features of the three forms were identical: factitious author’s
name, content, length, date, and so forth.
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Next, a questionnaire was developed which accompanied all versions of the chosen piece of writing. The questionnaires
were identical, included clear instructions, and consisted of eighteen closed-ended questions, the first nine of which dealt with
univariate demographic variables only. To capture the broad, various dimensions of the concept of authoritativeness (the pri-
mary dependent variable of the study), all of the subsequent questions concentrated on a particular dimension of the concept,
including professional competence, status, persuasiveness, writing style, and so forth.

Each index was numerically coded and placed in a five-level response format, ranging from one (strongly agree) to five
(strongly disagree). For example, in terms of measuring perceived competence, an index score of one would indicate that the
respondent rated the article as extremely competent, while an index score of five would indicate an incompetent rating. To
clock how long it would take participants to complete the experiment, and to rule out the possibility of errors, a pre-test was
given to three students. The result was a mean completion time of six minutes and the material showed no problems.

To help ensure the experiment’s validity, the participants were informed that the test was voluntary and assured anonymity,
also, that the researchers were interested in measuring college students’ ability “to make critical evaluations of professional litera-
ture.” The study’s true purpose, to explore if race had an impact on students perceptions of authoritativeness, was veiled in
order to prevent the subjects from “cleaning up” their answers; that is, it was assumed that most college students would not
wish to seem prejudiced. The instructions to the subjects were as follows:

We are interested in the ability of college students to make critical evaluations of professional
literature. At the end of this article you will find several questions which are to be answered
when you have finished the reading. You are not presumed to be knowledgeable in the field.
The questionnaire is not mandatory, you have the ability to pass over any questions you find
objectionable, and confidentiality/anonymity is guaranteed.

The next phase of the experiment was the actual distribution of the article and questionnaire. With convenient access to
university buildings, permission given by professors, as well as the voluntary consent of students, sixty participants in all, the
experiment was conducted at Western Connecticut State University (the week ending April 26, 2008), during normal classroom
hours, on three separate occasions.

The sample frame consisted of one introduction to humanities class, one introduction to art class, and one introduction to
psychology class. In order to generalize the sample population to the larger student population, the study only included lower-
level academic classes, as these were more likely to be diverse in their composition than upper-level classes.

The three different professors handed out a copy of the article and accompanying questionnaire to their students, both
male and female, in each of the aforementioned classes. Random sampling was done by distributing the articles to each student,
who had agreed to participate, on a first come basis. One professor handed out the white articles, another of the black articles,
and another of the neutral articles.

After the 20 articles per class were distributed, any student who came in later was omitted from the sample frame. Each
participant read the article, completed the questionnaire as instructed, and returned the information to the professor.
Importantly, the students were then debriefed about the true nature of the study and were offered the opportunity to be
informed of the study’s results at a later date. Finally, the data was collected and each case was given a numerical value.

With all of the data converted into a
numerical format that were machine read-
able, the information was fed into Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) and
subjected to quantitative analyses, so as to
distinguish any observable statistical pat-
terns that supported the general hypothesis
of the study. These tests included frequency
distributions, cross-tabulations, and means
testing. To describe and understand the
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sample population’s attributes a simple univariate analysis was computed.
Table One illustrates the gender distribution of the sample population. As previously mentioned, the sample analyzed had a

total of 60 cases (N=60). Of those 60 cases, as the frequency cells in Table One indicate, 17 were men and 43 were women. Or
to put it another way, in terms of percentages (as the percent cells show), the majority of respondents, precisely 71.7%, were
female while only 28.3% were male. Consequently, the sample population was acknowledged to have been more than likely
biased; that is, with such a large disproportionate amount of female subjects, the students selected may not have been typical or
representative of the larger population in terms of aggregate characteristics. Next, a frequency distribution of the variable race or
ethnicity was observed.

The study’s survey questionnaire classified respondents’ race/ethnicity into six different subgroups: Caucasian (or white),
African American (or black), Hispanic, Native American, Asian, and those respondents of other ethnic backgrounds.

Table Two shows the distribution of the respondents who characterized themselves as having attributes of one of the six
possible subgroups of the variable race. Of these cases, 76.7% were white, 6.7% were black, 5.0% were Hispanic, 1.7% were
Native American, and 8.3% were categorized among other ethnicities. The findings therefore suggested that the racial makeup
of the sample population was unrepresentative of the target population’s minority groups: African Americans, Hispanics, Asians,
and those of other ethnicities. Similar to the sample population’s distribution of gender, the distribution of race was heavily
skewed; consequently, the sample may not be generalizable to the larger population of university undergraduate/graduate stu-
dents. Further demographics examined, among others, included religion, income level, marital status, age, and politics.

Among the demographics mentioned above, politics emerged as the most germane to the study in terms of variation. For
example, single indicators like marital status and age were essentially the same across the two experimental groups and control
group. As a result, politics was the study’s concluding demographic variable to be manipulated, in order to assess its bearing on
students’ perceptions of authoritativeness.

To properly tap into and measure politics as a variable, the survey questionnaire divided politics into subsets according to
party affiliation. The applicable attributes included very conservative, conservative, independent, liberal, very liberal, and not
sure. Liberals comprised the sample 33.3% of the time. Next in line were conservatives with a rating of 26.7%, followed by
independents at 18.3%, not-sure at 15%, very liberal at 6.7%, and very conservative at zero percent. Therefore, in contrast to
other demographics analyzed above, political affiliation may have had better representation in terms of capturing the elements
the larger population.

Based on the above analyses, then, the sample population was largely white and female, yet had a fairly represented distri-
bution of political affiliation. Before the manipulation of those variables was carried out, an overall analytical assessment was
calculated to asses how the respondents (across the board) judged the articles.
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Table Four shows the frequency distribution of the variable competence and how the different subgroups compared in their
judgments of the articles. The category of the articles, white, black, or control, is the independent variable, and competence is
the dependent variable. The majority of students’ assessments fell within the above-average/average-competence range. The
white article had a below average rating of 10%, five percent more than the control article and 10% more than the black arti-
cle. Interestingly, the respondents rated the black article to be extremely competent five percent more times than the white arti-
cle. Yet, the white article and control article both had a mode score of two, or above-average competence. In addition, the sub-
jects in the white and control groups were essentially evenly spread out in their distribution. Meanwhile, the black article had a
mode-score of three (or average competence) and had a distribution that was less spread out than the other two histograms, as
presented in Table Five.

At face value, these latter findings suggested initial support for the study’s hypothesis. The frequency-distribution table and
histograms clearly showed the black article as having a lower competence level in comparison to the other articles. To determine
whether or not these slight variations had any statistical significance, the scores were analyzed by means of a Pearson Chi-
Squared test. The results of these analyses, as it turned out, were statistically insignificant, and are summarized in Table Six.
Though lacking statistical significance, the analyses nevertheless showed patterns that moved in the direction of the study’s
hypothesis. It was inferred that the two experimental groups both differed from the control group, meaning the independent
variable of race was likely having an impact on student’s perceptions of authoritativeness. To see if there was an empirical rela-
tionship between race and perceptions of authoritativeness, the study computed the mean scores of competence for each article.

The results for competence, in terms of mean scores (note: the higher the value the less the score) were as follows: the con-
trol article had a mean score of 2.35, the white article a 2.45, and the black a 2.55. Consequently, though not statistically sig-
nificant, the black article was rated less than both of the white and control articles. Moreover, as Table Eight shows, in terms of
writing style, the control and white articles both had mean scores of 2.30, while the black article received a 2.35.

In terms of the participants grading the article, however, the results were inconsistent with the hypothesis. The respondents
were quite aware, being college students, of standard grading procedures and so
were asked to arbitrarily assign a letter grade to the articles. As Table Seven shows,
the subjects in the control group had a mode of two (or an average grade of B).
The white group was more tightly clustered and gave a grade of A, 20% of the
times. The latter grade was a higher score than either the control group or the
black experimental group.

At the same rate, the white group was inclined to be more critical than the
other two groups, with 35% of the subjects giving the article a grade of C. As a
result of this latter information, the results were a wash; that is to say, with so
many Cs assigned to the white article, its mean score was actually less than the
black article. Consequently, the study’s hypothesis was contradicted. Surprisingly,

many measurements of dimensions of authoritativeness, upon examination, were inconsistent with the expected outcome of the
study.

Because the sample population was bias, as regards race/ethnicity, for instance, the numbers of white respondents outnum-
bered black respondents by 30%, the potential role that racial identity may possibly have had was examined. That is, if whites
were identifying with whites and blacks were
identifying with blacks, members of the perceived
in-group would have excluded members of the perceived
out-group, therefore, leaving a discernable pattern that
could be scrutinized. As a result, univariate analyses were
performed, using race as the independent variable.

Table Eleven illustrates the distribution of how white
and black respondents graded the three groups. The vast
majority of white respondents gave the control article a
grade of B. The black article’s distribution was more
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spread out, with 53% of white subjects giving it a grade of B, 20% giving it an A, and 20 percent a C. The white article had a
similar distribution but earned more C grades than the black article. Meanwhile, 100% of African Americans gave the black
article a grade of B and were split down the middle on the white article, with 50% giving it a grade of B and 50% giving it a
grade of C.

Importantly, African Americans had no representation at all in the control article, which further biased the sample popula-
tion. Ultimately, respondents grading when race was introduced as an experimental stimulus, had no apparent correlation,
much less a causal relation to the grades of the articles. Once more, the analysis did not substantiate the study’s hypothesis.
Finally, further uni-variate analyses, for example, using gender as an independent variable, essentially yielded the same inconsis-
tencies.

Conclusion
The overall assumption in this study was that, although there has been a significant decline in overt racial prejudice toward

African Americans in society, there remain latent prejudices that discriminate against blacks. These biases are psychologically
rooted, in various degrees, so that some people may not even be aware of them. These latent prejudices are then passed down
from generation to generation and manifest themselves in various forms such as institutional racism.

The way in which certain groups are marginalized in American society has always been of interest to me. Of course,
African Americans are not the only marginalized minority in the U.S. For example, Misogyny and the College Girl by Goldberg
(1967) examined the way in which “Both men and women tend to value men more highly” (p. 147). As previously mentioned
in the literature review, its hypothesis that women would “evaluate more favorably the work of men than of women” is what led
me to speculate about how a person’s race may affect the way his or her work is perceived. I specifically wanted to focus on
African Americans because discrimination toward this minority group has been prevalent (at different levels) throughout the
history of the United States (p. 151).

In reviewing more up-to-date literature in this area, I learned that people’s perceptions of racial characteristics are not
absolute or concrete. For instance, in Can Race Be Erased? Coalitional Computation and Social Categorization, Robert Kurzban et
al. (2001) demonstrated how cognitive variables used by humans to encode race and perceptions of others can be manipulated.
Consequently, I posited that the inclusion of a photograph in an article that revealed the racial characteristics of an African
American, representing the articles factitious author, may negatively influence students’ perceptions of the article.

As it turned out, the study’s hypothesis was not substantiated. Yet, there were some findings that suggested support for the
hypothesis, for example, the frequency distributions of competence showed that the black article, in terms of means, was rated
lower than the other articles; then again, the black article very often was rated higher than the white article. As a result, based
on the above analyses, there was no clear relationship indicating, at least consistently, an empirical pattern in which race was a
causal factor for students who rated the black articles less than the white articles. Nonetheless, a theoretical correlation that race
may have influenced people’s judgment of the experimental articles can be inferred because of slight variation amongst the
experimental articles, otherwise the articles would have been rated similarly as the control article.

Still, it is difficult to draw conclusions based on this study alone regarding the inconsistencies in which the articles were
rated. I posed three research questions: (1) are students more likely to value literature written by African Americans, in terms of
its authoritativeness, less than whites? (2) If so, are there certain demographics that tend to foster this prejudice, and (3) what
demographics, if any, have a tendency to oppose this prejudice? In attempting to answer these questions, this study did not pro-
duce consistent patterns for any definitive answers. In fact, the only consistencies were inconsistencies.

For example, despite the article, black/white/control, overall, most students’ assessments fell within the above-aver-
age/average range. This could be attributed to a largely female sample, but a univariate analysis of gender’s affect on authority
showed no empirical correlation. More than likely the findings may reflect the fact that most of the participants simply gave
educated, honest answers. Perhaps students tend to be moderate in their prejudices simply because they are more moderate.
After all, the sample was a group of young college students. Conversely, some participants were inclined to be more critical or
more praise worthy of the articles as well.

As a result, there were scores on the extremes of both ends of the spectrum, though not as frequent. Importantly, the fact
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that I did not prove my hypothesis implies that most college students are not prejudiced against African Americans.
Nevertheless, that there is a relationship between race and perceptions of authoritativeness in some form or another is too well-
known, and one implication for African Americans is that they have less job authority than whites.

I found there to be a lack of up-to-date research concerning the hypothesis of this study. Therefore, I would encourage
more research in this area. In the event of additional research, future researchers should make sure to obtain a much larger sam-
ple than this study used in order to better represent the target population. I would also encourage that a more accurate sample
frame be obtained. Unfortunately, time limitations in this study prevented a quality sample frame. Identifying the elements of
the study’s population and making certain that they are all included would indeed be crucial for future research.
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Abraham Lincoln said, “You can have anything you want, if you want it badly enough. You can be anything you want to
be, do anything you set out to accomplish if you hold to that desire with singleness of purpose.” Is Abraham Lincoln’s state-
ment true today? The United States of America is known as the “land of opportunity” but is it? Is the American Dream attain-
able?

The idea of the American Dream is thought by many to be the foundation of our country. Columbus first sailed here in
the hopes of finding a new trade route to the East. Instead, early Americans found a new land that was bountiful in opportuni-
ty to those who could seize the chance. The Puritans came here to become free of religious oppression. To them this truly was
the ‘land of opportunity’ in which they could have the freedom to practice their religion as they chose. Generations of immi-
grants came here just to have the opportunities they believed the United States provided.

Even now political candidates structure their campaigns around the idea of the American Dream to celebrate American
opportunities. John Edwards, for example has stated time and again that he is the son of a mill worker, the first in the family to
go on to attain a college education. He further says that it is only here in the United States that someone from his background
could achieve so much as to be a Democratic candidate for President. These are the stories that are told to us time and again to
instill in us that we, as Americans, can have everything that we dream of. Though this could be considered an ideology, I
believe that anyone who believes in the existence of the American Dream aspires to attain the American Dream.

What do people living in our area believe the American Dream to be? Further, do they believe that they can attain their
dream? These are two of the main objectives of this study. We are in a time clouded by high foreclosure rates throughout the
country. There are also a large number of families who live paycheck to paycheck. How do these facts weigh on peoples percep-
tion of the American Dream? I believe that people are still optimistic in the attainability of the American Dream. To determine
if this hypothesis is correct I will be looking closely at the economic mobility of individuals to analyze if they are more affluent
than their parents. Through some preliminary research, I have found that people do believe that their own lives and the lives of
their children will be better off than the previous generation. But I wonder if the tide is changing. Increased health insurance,
gas prices, and school costs increase are making it harder for people to accomplish their dreams. I know from personal experi-
ence that all three of these things have made it more difficult for me to finish school.

Happiness, or feeling content with your life, is a large part of the American Dream. Many studies have shown that even if
economic mobility and financial success are attained, people may not feel happy. As a result of this research, I also plan on
looking at how happy individuals are. To measure this I will be using an existing scale produced by Ed Diener, a Ph.D. in
Psychology. The scale is made up of five questions and measures how satisfied people are in life. The next part of my study will
look at how the individual perceives certain questions pertaining to the American Dream and if they believe they are living the
American Dream. People’s perceptions of the American Dream are important because regardless of what they know about eco-
nomic mobility and happiness, they may be optimistic or pessimistic on their own attainment of the American Dream. I will
use the questionnaire responses to compare respondent’s economic mobility and their level of happiness to their personal beliefs
on the American Dream. This will not only show if happiness and economic mobility are apart of their definition of the
American Dream, it will also lend some insight into other components that make up the American Dream.

Literature Review
The literature review includes empirical research done on key aspects of the American Dream. Included are empirical

research done on economic mobility, happiness, aspirations, and success. These are four of the dimensions which help to define
and quantify the American Dream.

In “Models of Intergenerational Class Mobility: Findings from the National Survey of Health and Development” the
author, Nicky Britten examined in 1981 “the extent of upward and downward mobility and of barriers between social groups”
(Britten, 225), from mobility data found in the National Survey of Health and Development. Her objective was to look at inte-
grational class mobility and changing class structure. Britten looks at data derived from a 1977 survey of children born in Great
Britain in the first week of March 1946. This longitudinal study of male children at first included all babies born during the
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first week of March 1946 but ended up not including those that had died or permanently emigrated by 1972 (225). Due to the
children not included in the study the sample as of 1977 only included 1 in 4 children of manual laborers the tables have there-
fore been “weighted to increase the number of children of manual workers to the original level” (225).

Britten looks at the class position of the father in 1961 when the male children were age 15 and then look at where the son
was in 1977. This is an economic mobility study that is looking at where the father was to where the son now is to see if they
moved up, down, or stayed stagnate in the same class. There was no questionnaire or interview done; instead Britten used avail-
able data to conduct here study. The results Britten found were “the levels of upward mobility are found to be comparatively
high and to retain this straightforward pattern. Downward movements are less frequent, and there is a marked difference
between the level of very short distance downward mobility (to the next class down) and downward movement over longer dis-
tances, suggesting that there may be some kind of barrier to medium and long distance mobility which does not occur in the
case of upward mobility” (235-6). She also found that long range mobility in either direction was less likely than a short or
middle range movement. This answers Britten’s main question at the start of her study, explaining that there are trends in
upward and downward mobility. She found that most only move up or down one class level. Also, this helps to explain the bar-
riers of classes. Many subjects were able to move within a class or two but were unable to move up or down an extensively. Just
looking at the available data however, did not allow her to explain why this was occurring instead only noting that this was a
trend.

“Measuring Happiness in Surveys: A Test of the Subtraction Hypothesis” by Tourangeau et al. in 1991 summarizes their
hypothesis as, if a subject is questioned about his marriage and then asked their happiness level they will reply with a generally
high level of happiness whereas if a subject is asked if they are happy before they are asked about their marriage, their happiness
level will be relatively low (260).

The study was made up of 499 people, 228 of them were married. “Of the 228 48.7% were male, 51.3% were female.
55.3% said they were white, 27.4% Black, 5.8% Hispanic, and 11.4% classified themselves in other race or ethnic categories.
Their ages ranged from 18 to 87 years, with a mean of 47 years” (260). Further, the interview was conducted by an experienced
telephone. Their results conformed to their hypothesis.

The main objective of “A Dark Side of the American Dream: Correlates of Financial Success as a Central Life Aspiration”
written in 1993 by Kasser and Ryan is to look at how important people believe financial success is and the emphasis that they
put on financial success compared to those “who espouse less centrality for financial success within their system of goals”
(Kasser, 4). Kasser and Ryan’s hypothesis was that people that over focused on financial success and the attainment of financial
success would have negative impacts in other areas of their lives. This may detract from the attainment of the American Dream
because people are overly focused on financial success and not on other central life aspirations such as family and happiness.
“Specifically, people who value or expect to attain financial success more than affiliation, community feeling, or self-acceptance
are predicted to have negative profiles on variable associated with psychological adjustment” (4). Also, they hypothesized that
those individuals that over emphasized financial success would show evidence of control orientation.

To test their hypotheses, Kasser and Ryan “developed two methods for assessing goals” (4). The first consisted of guiding
principles which included family, money, and social value. This was a “repeated rank order procedure” (4). “A second, more
extensive measure of ‘aspirations’ was also developed. This measure involved rating aspirations on two dimensions: (a) their per-
sonal importance and (b) the likelihood they will be realized” (4). In their second method for assessing goals they included four
goal contents which would be used to measure aspiration for comparative purposes. The first measurement was self-acceptance
which “assesses aspirations for individual psychological growth, self-esteem, and autonomy” (4). The second, affiliation aspira-
tions “concern family life and good friends” (4). The third measurement for assessing goals is community feeling. This is the
aspiration concerning trying to make the world a better place to live in through one’s actions (4). The final measurement,
financial success “refers to the aspiration to attain wealth and material success” (4).

Kasser and Ryan did a total of three studies all interested in the aforementioned objective and with the same hypothesis in
mind. Study one was conducted with introductory psychology students who participated to fulfill class requirements. There
were 118 subjects of whom 42 were men, 76 were women. Their ethnicities were 84 Caucasian, 20 Asian, six Hispanic, three
African American, and five were labeled as other. The procedure Kasser and Ryan followed was that subjects were given a pack-
et of questionnaires to complete in groups of 10 or more. During their participation a trained research assistant was there to
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proctor the survey taking. The measurements used were as stated earlier the Aspiration Index which “rated 21 aspiration items
on two dimensions: (a) personal importance and (b) the chances of attaining them in the future.” (5). Four domains of aspira-
tions were also assessed. A guiding principle ranking, self-actualization, vitality, and a general causality orientation scale were
also used.

The results from this study “supported the prediction that domains of aspiration differentially relate to psychological well-
being, above and beyond general aspirations” (10). However, the sample size was small and new items were developed which
found that chance may be an issue. They, therefore, concluded that a new study should be conducted in which “a larger sample
and more varied outcome measures [were utilized] in an attempt to replicate and extend the finding of Study 1” (10).

Participants in Study Two included 198 students enrolled in an upper level psychology course. They received extra credit
for their participation in taking the questionnaires. “Thirty-three percent of the sample was male, and the mean age was 20
years.” (10). 142 were Caucasian, 13 African American, 12 Asian, six Hispanic, and four were classified as other. The procedure
was different than the first study conducted. Seven different questionnaires were available and Kasser and Ryan did not make
all participants fill them all out. The sample size is therefore different across measurements. The same Aspiration Index was
used although they only used a four point scale whereas they had used a five point scale in study one. They also measured self-
actualization, vitality, and guiding principle ranking as they did in study one but they also measured depression and anxiety.
There finding supported study one. “Study Two replicated and extended the differential findings between aspirational content
and measures of psychological well-being and distress” (14). Study Two also provided strong support for the primary hypothe-
sis. They found three major weaknesses though, “operationalizations of well-being and distress relied exclusively on self-report
questionnaire methods, leaving open the possibility that results are due primarily to response biases” (14). The second, weakness
was that their study was only among college students at a private university which limits the generalizability of the study. Third,
they found that other components of well-being needed to be explored.

In Study Three the hypothesis was the same as the following two studies. “Aspirations for financial success should relate to
poorer adjustment if they exceed aspirations for other target domains” (14). However, they took 140 people of the age 18 and
their mothers’ and conducted interviews with each separately for about two hours. They were paid $25 for their time. 67% of
the subjects were Caucasian, 31% African American, 1% Hispanic, and the remaining 1% were classified as other. They also
grouped Study Three participants into education level. Thirty-four percent had an 11th grade education or less, 49% were high
school seniors, 17% were freshmen in college, and 21% were high school dropouts. Also, 55% of the participants lived with
both parents and 16% were expecting a child of their own. “Regarding the subjects’ risk status, 67% of their mothers had been
diagnosed with some psychiatric disorder at the time of the subject’s birth; 46% of the mothers held unskilled or semiskilled
jobs; and 17% of the mothers had not completed high school” (14).

The Aspiration Index was used as in Study One and Study Two, although this version was shorter. They also administered
a questionnaire which rated the severity of impairment and social functioning. They further used the Diagnostic Interview for
Children and Adolescents to quantify behavior disorders. Finally, they used the Community Mental Health Interview. This
computed a social productivity score (15).

The third study mirrored the previous two in regards to financial success, and the over emphasis of financial success. Kasser
and Ryan conclude that, “the results of these three studies begin to demonstrate that not all goals are equivalent in terms of
their relationship to well-being. When goals for financial success exceeded those for affiliation, self-acceptance, and community
feeling, worse psychological adjustment was found” (18). “Finally, the data suggest that, relatively speaking, the desire for
money does not necessarily bring happiness; instead, too much emphasis on this aspect of the American dream may be an
organismic nightmare” (19).

The studies analyzed allowed me to look at how other people looked at and quantified emotions, abstract beliefs, and sta-
tistical data. It also gave me insight into how to ask and form my own questionnaire. There were many differences in the stud-
ies reviewed. The first “Models of Intergenerational Class Mobility: Findings from the National Survey of Health and
Development” by Nicky Britten (1981) analyzed available data to find trends in social mobility. She used many different mod-
els including the independence model, the quasi-independence model, and the triangles parameter model, all of which will help
me own study. The mobility tables in which she used will help me greatly when analyzing my own data. The actual data she
collected is irrelevant to my own study because its subjects are British and also the data is dated; coming from the early 1960’s
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to the end of the 1970s. She did say that a downfall to her study was that because of a reduction of the original size, the num-
ber of children of manual laborers had to be weighted. Also, this study only looks at men. I would include women.

“Measuring Happiness in Surveys: A Test of the Subtraction Hypothesis” by Tourangeau et al. was interesting to read and
analyze. They were most interested in the order of when their happiness question was asked, before or after a question of being
married. They did find that if asked after being asked about their marriage people were happier. This is highly interesting to me
because I am going to be more aware of the order of questions I ask in my questionnaire. Different questions along with a myr-
iad of other factors may make my own study less reliable.

Finally, “A Dark Side of the American Dream: Correlates of Financial Success as a Central Life Aspiration,” written in 1993
by Kasser and Ryan, was the most interesting of all. They conducted a total of three different studies, each with the same over-
all objectives and hypotheses. They learned from their mistakes or possible reliability issues and re-conducted the study so to see
if their findings were valid and reliable. This was a wonderful learning experience to me. It was more on what they were doing
rather than what they were studying. I did find that general objective of “values and expectancies for wealth and money nega-
tively associated with adjustment and well-being when they are more central to an individual than other self-relevant values and
expectancies” (1) to be highly pertinent and useful in my own study. I may look at this aspect because it may yield different
results than if I did not question people on aspirations, community feelings, and affiliation. In all, this was a wonderful learning
experience. I gained many helpful ideas into how to conduct research and the many factors that actually come into play when
looking at the American Dream and its attainability.

Methodology
Americans are optimistic about their ability to fulfill the American Dream. My objective with this study was to determine

if the American Dream is actually attainable. To answer this research question, I looked at two components that are essential to
defining the American Dream, happiness and economic mobility. Are Americans happy? Does a person’s relative happiness cor-
relate to their belief of whether or not they are living the American Dream? Economic Mobility refers to an individual or fami-
ly’s ability to improve their economic status throughout their lifetime or between generations. Many people associate this type
of generational change in affluence with the American Dream. This paper investigates if respondents are actually experiencing
upward mobility and if a lack of upward mobility will cause people to feel that they are not living the American Dream?
Examining these questions will allow me to better judge if people are attaining the American Dream. Furthermore, looking at
data related to economic mobility will provide unbiased, quantitative data.

This paper also analyzes perceptions of the American Dream. Respondents are asked to define the American Dream and if
they feel they are living the American Dream. Their responses allow me to determine if their definition encompasses my two
main components, happiness and economic mobility. These responses will also allow me to compare happiness and economic
mobility to the respondents’ perceptions. Analyses of this data will further my understanding of the data that I collect and allow
me to understand the American Dream as I define it but also as others define it.

To answer my research questions, I distributed 67 questionnaires to people I know or am acquainted with. Questionnaire
respondents knew that it was relating to a study on the attainment of the American Dream but were unaware of my specific
research questions and personal beliefs on the American Dream. I surveyed family, friends and coworkers at a restaurant in the
greater Danbury area and Western Connecticut State University students. I conducted this research between March 13, 2008
and April 1, 2008. Because of time restriction and limited resources, I could not get a random sampling, but I was able to con-
tact people of many different demographic groups.

The questionnaire began with many demographic questions. This allowed me to cross tabulate my objectives with demo-
graphical questions and see if there were any trends. I asked the participants their gender, age, race, marital status, religion, reli-
giosity, education, and income. Seventy point one percent of participants were male and 29.9% were female. The majority of
participants, 53.7%, were between the ages of 18 and 24. Twenty-one percent of the participants were between the ages of 25
and 30, 7.5% were 31-35, 11.9% were between the ages of 36 and 45, only 3% were in the 46-55 range and only 3% were 56
years and up.

In regards to race, I found that 71.6% of participants classified themselves as Caucasian. Seven and one half percent classi-
fied themselves as African Americans and 13.4% classified themselves as Hispanic. Only one person classified them self as Asian
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or Pacific Islander which made up 1.5% of the population surveyed. Six percent of the participants classified themselves as
other. The marital status of the participants is as follows, 20.9% married, 4.5% separated or divorced, 73.1% never married,
and 1.5% civil union. This represents all 67 participants.

Forty percent of participants were Catholic, which represents the majority of participants. Three percent of the population
surveyed was Greek or Russian Orthodox, 19.4% were Protestant and 4.5% were Jewish. Of the remaining respondents, 9% of
the population said they were affiliated with religions not mentioned in the survey and 22.4% did not claim any religious affili-
ation. One person surveyed did not answer this question which represents 1.5% of the population. In response to the demo-
graphic question, how would you classify yourself religiously, I found that 16.4% of participants were religious, 43.3% were
somewhat religious, 13.4% classified themselves as agnostic, 14.9% were atheist, and 10.4% did not know how they would
classify themselves religiously. One participant did not answer this question which represents 1.5% of the population.

The highest level of education attained is as follows, 3% completed junior high school, 3% some high school, 13.4%
attained a high school diploma or its equivalent, 49.3% some college, 6% an Associate’s Degree, 13.4% a Bachelor’s Degree,
and 10.4% a Master’s Degree. One person did not answer this question which represents 1.5% of the population. To conclude
the demographic section of the questionnaire the survey asked the annual personal income of the participant. My findings are
as follows, 31.3% had an annual income of less than $10,000, 19.4% between $10,001 and $20,000, 22.4% between $20,001
and $40,000, 17.9% between $40,001 and $60,000, 4.5% between $60,001 and $80,000, 1.5% between $80,001 and
$100,000, and 1.5% of the population represents people making more than $100,000. One participant did not answer this
question which represents 1.5% of the population.

The next section of the questionnaire contained questions pertaining to economic mobility. I asked the personal income
and education level attained of the participants’ mother and father. Further, I asked the education level attained by the partici-
pants’ mother and father. This will help me to determine if the participants were more upwardly mobile economically than
their parents. I also asked questions in regards to how much money and financial success the participants hoped to have in the
future. I asked if the participant owned a house and if not, did they expect to own a house within the next five years. Further, I
asked if their parents owned a house. I also asked if the participant expected to be more financially stable than their parents
within the next five years. I am trying to look at the economic mobility of the participants in the future; anticipating that many
of the participants surveyed are younger, still in school, and making less money than their parents.

The third section of the questionnaire deals with happiness. I used the Satisfaction with Life Scale written by Ed Diener,
Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of Illinois. This scale is used to determine how satisfied with life a participant is on a
scale of five to 35. Five questions are asked and can be answered on a scale of one to seven on how much you agree or disagree
with the statement. Appendix A, questions 18 through 22 are the questions used. I used Ed Diener’s Satisfaction with Life Scale
because I felt that his scale represents exactly what I was trying to measure. His scale asks questions that make people think of
their entire life and does not focus on the present and how people feel while they are taking the survey. This was very important
to achieve. I did not want the participants’ feelings of sadness or happiness on one day to interfere with how they felt with their
life in general. Everyone goes through periods or days in their life where they are either happier or sadder. I did not want their
emotions while taking the survey to skew their overall satisfaction with life, which would affect the overall scores of the partici-
pants.

The final section of the questionnaire was aimed at the participants’ perception on key aspects of the American Dream, if
they thought they were living the American Dream and their definition of the American Dream. This section was on personal
beliefs; an area that I have used to cross tabulate with the scores I received from the satisfaction with life scale and the section
on economic mobility. I did not want to exclude the personal feelings the participants had concerning the American Dream. I
realize that the American Dream is personal and means different things to different people. I felt that my study would not be
complete without personal insight from the participants. Further, I would be able to see if the participants I thought were living
the American Dream also thought they were living the American Dream.

To conclude the methodology section, the questions that were asked were aimed at trying to answer the research question.
I looked at key demographics, economic mobility, happiness, and participants’ views and perceptions on the American Dream.
The ability or lack thereof to attain the American Dream is a diverse and complex social issue. In using the variables and meas-
urements that I have used, I am hoping to show some trends on the attainability of the American Dream.
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Findings
The findings of this study were broken down into three main sections: economic mobility, happiness, and respondents’

perceptions on the American Dream. The final section will discuss cross tabulations between all three and how they relate to
each other.

Economic Mobility
Table One is the results from question #7 of the questionnaire; what is your highest level of education attained? Table One,

not included here, most participants have completed some college. I was disappointed to find that almost half, 49.3% answered
this way. I was hoping to find the results spread out more throughout the other options. Because I administered the question-
naire mainly at Western Connecticut State University and at a local restaurant I work at, I found a sub group that does not rep-
resent a true population in the greater Danbury area. By receiving this input it is hard to compare the education level of the
participant with their mothers’ and fathers’ education level. I was hoping to use this information to determine the economic
mobility of the participants.

Table Two represents the income the participants earn annually. The highest percent, 31.3% of people earned less than
$10,000 a year. This has largely to do with where my research conducted. The questionnaire was administered mainly at
Western Connecticut State University and to the employees of a local restaurant. These people, as shown in Table One have
only completed some college. This makes me believe that their income is directly related to their education and that most are
still pursuing a college education. This again was upsetting to see because I can not compare the participants’ income to the
income made annually by their parents. The fact that most are still in school is a variable that skews my ability to cross refer-
ence the education and income of the participants to their parents. Therefore, I can not show economic mobility among the
participants. I also can not determine how economic mobility affects the American Dream.

Graph One represents the results obtained from administering my questionnaire. The Satisfaction with Life Scale was used
to determine the participants’ level of happiness. I calculated a score based on how the participants answered five questions. I
added up the numerical value for each question to come up with their overall score. The lowest possible score for the
Satisfaction for Life scale was five and the highest was 35. However, none of my participants scored lower than a 10. Therefore,
I used a relative scaling instead of an absolute one in my findings. Graph 1 illustrates my central findings. Twenty-five people,

Two
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50.77%, scored in the medium range. This indicates that the
majority of the participants was either slightly dissatisfied, neu-
tral, or slightly satisfied with their life. Participants scoring the
highest are representatives of being satisfied and extremely satis-
fied with their lives. People scoring in this range, 27-35 repre-
sent 38.48% of the population surveyed. Only 10.77% of the
population was dissatisfied or extremely dissatisfied with their
life. The participants who scored in the low range received
scores between ten and seventeen.

Graph Two, not shown here, reveals the way gender affects satisfaction with life.
As illustrated, there are no females representing the low category in the Satisfaction
with Life Scale. Therefore, all 10.77% of the participants that scored in the low cate-
gory were men. This is significant; there are no females that are extremely dissatisfied.
Further, Graph Two illustrates that about the same amount of males and females
scored in the middle area of the scale. I was also pleasantly surprised to see that half of

the women were very happy with their lives, scoring at or above 27 out of 35.

Respondents’ Perceptions
Table Three, not included here, is a frequency distribution that illustrates the beliefs of the respondents’ answer to question

23 of the questionnaire. Question 23 states, “I have achieved the goals I have set for myself so far.” It is interesting to see that
61.2% of the participants answered that this statement is true and 38.8% of the respondents answered false. This is especially
interesting when analyzing Tables Four through Seven in conjunction with Table Three.

Table Four represents a frequency distribution on question 24 of the survey. Almost nine in 10 respondents answered true
to the following statement: A person can achieve a college education if they want to. Ten point four percent answered that this
statement was false. I believe that there is such a large percentage difference between those that answered true and those that
answered false because as earlier stated, I administered the questionnaire in part at Western Connecticut State University.
Further, most of the respondents were attending school and not working there. A student who has gone through the process of
applying and attending school may not think it is overly difficult to achieve a college education. A large percentage, 49.3% of
those surveyed, was in the process of attaining a college education. Also, for the respondents that work at Western Connecticut
State University, they may be more inclined to believe it is easier for anyone to achieve a college education because they are
accustomed to interacting with college students.

Table Six, not included here, illustrates participants’ responses to question 27, “There is equality of opportunity for all.” It
was interesting to see, especially after analyzing Tables Three, Four, and Five, that the majority of respondents, 55.2%, said that
the statement was false. Forty-four point eight percent of the population surveyed believed that the statement was true. This is
interesting because I would have thought it would have looked more like Tables Four and Five. This is a broad statement that
does not make the respondent think about them self. It instead makes the respondent look at others. Table Four and Five were

Three

Three
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the same, making the respondent look at other Americans instead of themselves. When writing the questionnaire, I believed
that equality of opportunity would have encompassed both education and the attainment financial success. I believe that most
respondents felt this was more a gender or racial based question, not to Americans in general. But even given that, minorities
are less likely to attend school than are Caucasians and minorities are also less likely to make the same amount of money as a
Caucasian. Another hypothesis I have for answering this question is that maybe the respondents felt even if a college education
is earned or financial success is gained that they would never be equal to another’s education or level of financial success. I am
currently attending Western Connecticut State University. I am achieving a college education. However, this is not equal to an
education earned at Yale University. Even if our grades were the same and we took the same classes, Yale is considered to be a
first tier school whereas Western Connecticut State University is a second tier school. Equality is something rarely ever

achieved.
Table Seven illustrates the responses from

question 28 of the questionnaire, “I am living
the American Dream.” Fifty-five point two
percent of the respondents answered true to
this statement. Forty-one point eight percent
answered false. Two respondents chose not to
answer this question which represents 3% of
the population. I am happy to see that a
majority of the respondents thought the state-
ment was true.

Graph Three, not included here, illus-
trates that 31.4% of the people that answered question 29 said that money or financial success was a component or aspect of
the American Dream.

68.6% of the participants did not mention money, financial success, or financial stability at all. Question #29 was the only
open ended questions asked in the survey. Fifty-one out of the 67 surveyed answered the question. The open ended questions
were: In your own words, define what the American Dream means to you; and what are some of the key components or
aspects of the American Dream? This is substantively significant. I believed that financial success was an important factor in
defining the American Dream. However, only about one third of respondents also felt this way. I am now reconstructing my
own working definition of the American Dream. The respondents that did not mention money obviously did not think it was a
key component or aspect to the American Dream. Further, by quantifying the open ended question, I was able to receive some
feed back about money. As stated earlier, I was disappointed to find that there were too many other variables to determine the
economic mobility of the respondents and to see how heavily finances were apart of the American Dream.

Table Eight shows the correlation between the score a respondent was given with regards to the Satisfaction with Life Scale
with their beliefs on living the American Dream. The Pearson Chi-Square test proves statistical significance between the two. To
have statistical significance you have to have a number less than .005. The Pearson Chi-Square test shows the result being .001.
The Satisfaction with Life Scale determines how happy people are with their lives. Therefore, I can predict from this informa-

Seven

Seven
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tion that people that believe they are living the American
Dream are more than likely going to be happy people.
This further illustrates that happiness is a large factor in
the American Dream and speaks about its’ attainability.
Graph Four illustrates these results. The green bars repre-
sent people that scored between 27 and 35 on the
Satisfaction with Life Scale. Respondents that received
this score are satisfied or extremely satisfied with their
lives. As you can see many more of these respondents
also said they were living the American Dream. Only one
respondent said that they were living the American

Dream and scored between 10 and 17 on the Satisfaction with Life Scale. Four people that scored between 27 and 35 said that
they were not living the American Dream. The majority of people that scored in the middle range on the happiness scale were
evenly distributed between their beliefs on if they were or were not living the American Dream. Again, this illustrates that peo-

ple that are either satisfied or
extremely satisfied will per-
ceive themselves to be living
the American Dream.

I also found that respon-
dents that felt they were
achieving their goals were also
happier people. Table Nine
illustrates this. The Pearson
Chi-Square test done showed
a value of .005. This is statisti-
cally significant. Statistical sig-
nificance is shown when the
Chi-Square value is less than

.05. Only one person surveyed that scored between 10 and 17 thought they were achieving the goals they had set for them-
selves so far. Twenty respondents felt they were achieving their goals and they scored between 27 and 35 on the Satisfaction for
Life Scale. Five of the happy respondents felt they had not achieved their goals. As seen in Table Eight, about half of all respon-
dents were split between achieving their goals and not achieving their goals and having the same happiness score.

Conclusion
The research question my study aimed to answer was if the American Dream is attainable. The American Dream is an

important belief to many Americans. It gives them hope for their future and it also gives them hope for their children. The
study used two components of the American Dream that were thought to be important to its definition; that of economic
mobility and happiness. Further, the study looked at how respondents perceived the American Dream. What did they believe
the American Dream to mean? Did they believe they had attained their American Dream? I found, through quantitative
research that the American Dream is being attained. Further, I found happiness was a large component of the American Dream.
How happy or satisfied respondents felt determined if they were living their dream.

While researching the American Dream I found a journal article, “A Dark Side of the American Dream: Correlates of
Financial Success as a Central Life Aspiration.” written by Tim Kasser and Richard Ryan. Their central finding was that “the
data suggest that, relatively speaking, the desire for money does not necessarily bring happiness; instead, too much emphasis on
this aspect of the American Dream may be an organismic nightmare” (Kasser, 1993, 19). This is why I decided to use economic
mobility and happiness as key factors to determine if people were attaining the American Dream. Further, this study gave
insight into the possible ramifications money has on happiness and the attainment of the American Dream even though I

Nine
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believed that money was a key component to the American Dream. I found in my study that over two thirds of respondents
did not feel money was a key component to the American Dream. Using the results of Kasser and Ryan, maybe this is why the
majority of my respondents felt they were living the American Dream; they did not have to worry about desiring money and
ruining their happiness and attainment of the American Dream.

I could not conclude whether my respondents were showing trends of either upward or downward mobility. I did however
show that over two thirds of respondents did not think money or financial success were key aspects of the American Dream. To
come to this conclusion I looked at their open ended question to determine if money was a key aspect. Happiness however, is a
key aspect to the American Dream. Respondents that scored high on the Satisfaction with Life Scale felt they were living their
American Dream. I come to the conclusion that not only is happiness a key aspect but also that the respondents feel that
because they are happy, they are living their American Dream. After finding these results, I am more aware of how important it
is to be happy especially if you are trying to attain the American Dream. I believed that earning my Bachelor’s Degree was a key
aspect to my American Dream but in reality it was my feeling of contentment with my own self in being able to go to school
and enjoy it that has led me to be a happier person. I can not personally say that I regret anything in my life; this is largely due
to my going back to school.

After conducting my research and discovering my central findings, I now would like to know how people become happy.
Why are people satisfied with their lives? I know that happiness is a key aspect to attaining the American Dream but, how do
you get to happiness? In a study, “Are We Happy Yet,” conducted by the Pew Research Center, they found that the most promi-
nent factors of being happy included health, income, church attendance, being married, and being a Republican. However, they
did say that these were just trends and that there was no statistical significance among these variables. I would like to further
my research to see what actually makes Americans happy.

To conclude, my research only included 67 participants. I found that I did not have a representative selection of the popu-
lation even though I knew that random sampling would not be a viable option. This study would have to be re-administered to
many more participants that better represented the population before these results would truly mean anything. However, this
does not mean that happiness is not statistically significant to the American Dream. My study shows statistical significance, and
the sub population of Western Connecticut State University is proof of that.
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Modern Western thought dichotomizes gender by simply emphasizing the biological differences between males and
females. One is born as either a male or female and that is their identity throughout their life. If one wishes to change their
gender identity they must physically alter their bodies through surgery and hormone treatments. Western ideology maintains
that certain gender specific characteristics and behaviors correspond directly with the respective sexual organs. Moreover, this
ideology states that males and females engage in gender-stratified activities because of biological pre-programming. However,
sociologists and anthropologists argue for the contrary: gender roles are cultural constructs perpetuated through socialization,
enculturation and ritualization. Gender is not biologically predetermined at birth, rather it is an identity gained through social
interaction. Joyce argues,

People perform gender, and their performances are the fluid medium through which gender is
reflexively shaped within specific social settings. Gendered performances are learned and practiced,
and they gain their intelligibility through social acts of interpretation, that is, when others
understand a performing body’s gender. (2000, p. 7)

Culture shapes these gendered performances; however, the avenues by which a society perpetuates gender roles are not lim-
ited to only social interactions. Mythologies, taboos and rituals tell stories or provide mechanisms to justify or maintain gen-
dered, social roles. For this paper I examined the role of blood ritualization or taboo and the story it tells regarding gender rela-
tions. I determined if there is a correlation between a society’s perception and use of blood in ceremonies and their male/female
gender patterns.

I looked at blood taboos and blood rituals specifically, differentiating between positive, publicly celebrated, and negative,
publicly stigmatized symbolic perspectives. I focused on blood because, generally, Western ideology denotes blood as a carrier of
disease or a biohazard and blood sacrifice with two distinctly male dominated activities: warfare and religion. However, I argued
that blood ritualization is inherently feminine in its underlying ideology and symbolism. I hypothesized that on the one hand,
in cultures where blood holds positive, life-giving qualities, the society will follow more egalitarian patterns of gender politics
than societies who, on the other hand, stigmatize blood and view it as “dirty” or polluting. I argued that the latter society will
tend towards greater levels of female subjugation, relegating females to domestic actors will little rights and privileges compared
to their male kin; whereas the former culture will view the male/female relation as a cooperative endeavor rather than a struggle
for power and control or there will be less emphasis placed on gender differentiation.

Literature Review
Modern thought with all its technological and medical breakthroughs tends to simplify societal gender norms by exempli-

fying biological difference: boys have a penis and girls have a vagina. A male dressed in female clothes is still a male until he
undergoes the medical procedures to alter his biology. There is a tendency, however, to forget that gender, although related to
biological sex does not have a direct correlation to it; furthermore, gender is a social construct perpetuated through symbolic
ritual and taboo (Dornan 2004). Although cultures ritualize or make taboo many substances, behaviors and locations, this
paper will focus on one of the most prominently ritualized and taboo substances: blood. This paper will look at the symbolic
qualities of blood, specifically those qualities associated with menstrual blood and the symbolic interactions which perpetuate
ideologies of gender and power. I hypothesize that through symbolic rituals and taboos involving blood males attempt to appro-
priate the power of female fertility to maintain their dominant roles or employ these rituals to express the cooperative power of
male and female genders. I attempt to support my hypothesis with the following literature.

Eichler (1975), in her study of power and sexual fear, begins by stating that within literature there is a consensus proclaim-
ing the males fear of female sexuality. Accordingly, the persistence of taboos regarding female sexuality, especially taboos sur-
rounding menstruation and menstrual blood, are associated with the needs of males to protect themselves from the dangers of
females. Because most menstrual taboos focus on the dangers of blood and the need for strict separations between menstruating
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women and people, food, animals, crops, land, or anything that can be contaminated, literally or symbolically, the common
assumption regards these practices as forms of subjugation towards women. As Eichler explained, they are “interpreted as signs
of abasement, degradation and low status of women in such societies” (1975, p. 918). This would appear to signify the inferior-
ity of women as compared to men, however, Eichler (1975) also points out that while men maintain authority over women
they are also dependent on them for many things. Less complex societies often allocate certain tasks to specific genders. For
example, men rely on women to produce goods they cannot produce yet require for survival. This leads to a rethinking of
Eichler’s original hypothesis that female inferiority correlates with an abundance of menstrual taboos. If men rely on women
then women must also be actors in the power structure. Conversely, Eichler (1975) argues that it may not be their inferior sta-
tus that led to the creation of menstruation taboos; rather it may be a male fear of female superiority that resulted in such
taboos. Eichler (1975) reworked her claims and hypothesized that in male-dominated societies there will be a greater degree of
taboos related to female sexuality and blood, and in female-dominated societies taboos will relate to male sexuality and secre-
tions; however, these claims ultimately failed. Of the 71 cultures examined, Eichler discovered no evidence of taboos relating to
the uncleanness of men. Eichler abandoned the second part of the hypothesis and focused only on male dominance and the
prevalence of female oriented taboos. She examined the length of postpartum sex taboos, residence, inheritance patterns, kin-
ship grouping and male genital mutilation. Eichler’s (1975) evidence disproves her hypothesis and supports my argument. Her
findings determined a correlation between authority and taboo. Eichler (1975) found that the “the prevalence of sexual taboos
for women may indicate their comparatively higher rather than lower status” (p. 924). Therefore, an abundance of female ori-
ented taboos correlates with a male fear of female power and a need to suppress or control that power.

Another study of ritual restriction done by Rasmussen (1991) looked at pollution taboos surrounding menstruation.
Rasmussen (1991), in agreement with Eichler, argued taboos and ritual prohibitions signify the power inherent in female sexu-
ality as viewed by males. Rasmussen (1991) examined ethnographic studies of the Kel Ewey Tuareg in the Air Mountain region
of northeastern Niger, Africa. He specifically examined what menstruation symbolizes and what gender patterns it is associated
with. The Kel Ewey are mostly nomadic, however, modernization, loss of pastoral lands and the spread of Islam resulted in
semi-sedentary patterns with seasonal, rather than year round, nomadic pastoralism. They practice a bilateral descent system
and traditionally followed matrilineal descent and inheritances: although Islamic influence undermines many matrilineal tradi-
tions, these women still maintain active roles in public and private life and enjoy high levels of social prestige and authority.
Furthermore, in agreement with Eichler’s (1975) findings, women are subject to numerous menstrual taboos and restrictions.
However, men also subscribe to taboos involving male saliva and will always wear a veil in public or in the presence of women.
With a tradition of shared power, this concurs with Eichler (1975) in that status and power correlate with taboos. The Kel
Ewey, unlike the societies studied by Eichler (1975), believe blood holds positive values. They view menstrual blood as neither
normal blood nor dirt. Menstrual blood is not polluting in itself, however; it does contain spirits and this society views men-
struating woman as vulnerable and in need of protection. The menstrual blood can become very dangerous in the hands of a
witch and can be a powerful agent in creating anti-social behaviors. Moreover, menstrual blood is no more dangerous than any
other bodily fluids and observance of such taboos does not reflect subordinate roles, instead it is a sign of accepting the role as a
responsible, high-class adult. Furthermore, although men follow taboos regarding male saliva strictly, it is the female biology
that and its closeness to their mystic life force al baraka (Rasmussen 1991).

Dornan (2004) also looked at ways in which the ancient Maya created and reinforced gender through the manipulation of
ritualistic and daily practices and the symbols associated with them. She focused specifically on the pre to classic Maya, roughly
300 BCE to 700 CE, of southern Mexico and northern Guatemala. Dornan (2004) started with the assumption that as social
complexity increases gender patterns will shift in accordance to the new socio-political realms. In other words, gender ideologies
respond to social change. However, Dornan (2004) took this idea further and argued that, in fact, it is not gender responding
to social change but social change was a result of shifting gender patterns. Dornan (2004) also argued that as social complexity
increases so will social stratification, resulting in a dichotomization of male and female power and social roles. In order for this
stratification to occur, those vying for power must justify their exalted positions. The easiest way to justify a position of domi-
nance is to appropriate the cultural symbols of power. Among the Maya, the most revered symbols of power are those associat-
ed with life and the cosmos or gods and the power stems from a woman’s ability to create life. The Maya’s knowledge of the
stars and their movements was unprecedented for the time period allowing them to connect a female’s menstrual cycle to the
cycle of the moon. This connection led the Maya to refer to menstrual blood as blood that “stems from the moon.” (Dornan
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2004, p. 464). Aside from the life giving abilities of females, they are also directly connected to the cosmos, or the home of the
gods. Furthermore, a woman’s ability to bleed without injury or death creates an even stronger link to the mystical power of the
gods. Dornan (2006) argued that it was the re-structuring of gender through the appropriation of female symbolic power that
provided the mechanisms necessary to create and promote a complex, state level society. As society became hierarchical, the
male and female nobility ritualized menstruation through bloodletting and genital piercing rituals. Male genital piercing,
through which the ruler emulated menstruation, became central to his justification of power, and was referred to as creating a
“penis womb,” or “penis that is also a vagina” (Dornan 2004 p. 465). As the male elite symbolically appropriated female men-
struation, they also dressed themselves and were depicted in art as gender neutral with no overt masculine or feminine charac-
teristics. Dornan argued that this portrayal reflects the “complimentary contributions of male and female . . . as part of the con-
struction of political power” (2004 p. 467). This statement supports my hypothesis that a positive view of blood correlates with
male- and female-shared power.

Linke (1992) agreed with Dornan in that blood is often a focus of power and men establish a symbolic monopoly over
reproduction and power by emulating female sexuality and menstruation. Linke (1992) studied prehistoric Indo-European cul-
tures rather than the ancient Maya; however, his findings were similar to Dornan’s (2004). Linke (2004) stated that by symboli-
cally re-creating female procreative powers through ritualized blood letting and sacrifice, males were able to validate their domi-
nant positions. Unlike the Maya, however, Indo-European cultures viewed blood as dirty and polluting, associating it with
death. Indo-Europeans dichotomized gender by grouping males and females into two groups, blood givers and blood holders.
Giving blood signified death while retaining blood signified life. Therefore, for a woman to menstruate, to give blood, was syn-
onymous with losing power or social death. Men, on the contrary, held their blood in, signifying life and power. Contained
blood became the symbol of power, dominance and procreation allocated to only men. Controlling blood meant controlling
procreation and descent. By appropriating the symbolic power of blood from women, men guaranteed patrilineal descent and
transfer of power to their sons. Linke (1992) claimed that female dis-empowerment resulted from the male appropriation of
symbols regarding the procreative powers of blood. By transferring the symbolic power to contained blood rather than spilled
blood men redefined gender ideologies in their favor.

The last study by Kellogg (1995) explored gender relations in classic Tenochtitlan. Tenochtitlan was the capital city of the
Mexica or Aztec civilization from roughly 1200 CE to 1500 CE. Kellogg (1995) claimed that the Mexica devised complemen-
tary or parallel male and female spheres in which both men and women played significant parts in public society. This gender
equity does not confer equality among the sexes, quite the contrary. Mexica society was complex, stratified and hierarchical.
Males dominated politics but many female activities were highly esteemed by Mexica males (Kellogg 1995). Women were not
dependent on males for survival. The Mexica practiced bilateral inheritance patterns. Both male and female children received
equal shares and women were able to inherit and control property and profits generated from such possessions. Although
Mexica men dominated politics and war, ceremonies related to these male spheres promoted a symbolic equivalence to taking
prisoners in war and giving birth (Kellogg 1995). This equivalence displays the corresponding importance of both the duties of
men in war and the duties of women to produce warriors. The capture of a prisoner and their inherent sacrifice reflects not a
male appropriation of feminine powers, but rather a sharing of power or symbolic manifestations of the notion of females are to
nature as males are to culture. According to Kellogg’s (1995) study, Mexica rituals surrounding death also emphasize the dual
nature of power. According to Mexica myth upon death, one enters a sort of purgatory awaiting the final trip to the gods; how-
ever, a warrior who dies in battle is exempt from purgatory and travels directly to the gods. Moreover, the only other person
awarded this honor was a woman who died in childbirth. Kellogg (1995) found that although the Mexica highly prized warfare
and human sacrifice they also emphasized a dual power structure allowing for both men and women to play crucial, semi-sepa-
rate roles within both the private and public spheres of society.

Methodology
To begin, I must first discuss the central term of this paper: gender. As I mentioned above, gender, following the Western

paradigm, encompasses two distinct categories of humans, male and female. Someone born with a penis is a boy and someone
born with a vagina is a girl, simple as that. The ability to conceive or nurture a child is irrelevant to modern Western cultural
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thought (Western culture refers to European and American culture). However, for this paper the dichotomization of gender is
much more complicated than what sexual organ a person is born with. According to the societies I researched there is a com-
mon concurrence that gender refers to males and females; however, the rational behind who, why and how a person is pre-
scribed a gender identity differs drastically from the Western norm of simply glancing between the legs of a newborn. Gender
refers to culturally ascribed characteristics of maleness and femaleness, not to the penis or vagina. Gender plays out differently
culture-to-culture, and it is through their perceptions and use of blood that I looked at the various cultural constructs of gen-
der.

To determine correlations between blood and gender relations I examined various cultures, pre-modern and modern, in
which blood holds ritual significance. Through deductive methods, I looked predominantly at pre-industrial societies from vari-
ous regions of the world. I also included a modern industrialized society and a society in the process of modernizing for com-
parison and to examine if patterns of gender relations change due to modernization of technologies and subsistence methods. I
obtained data from Murdock’s online Ethnographic Atlas, which includes 186 various cultures, however, for this project, I nar-
rowed it down to the cultures with known blood rituals or taboos, including at least one culture from each region and each
subsistence method. The regions include North and South America, Africa, Circum-Mediterranean, and Insular Pacific and the
economies are hunter/gatherer, pastoral, agricultural and industrial. I also supplemented the data from the Ethnographic Atlas
with ethnographic studies, journal articles and several books pertaining to the researched cultures.

The cultures and/ or societies I examined were the: Mexica (Aztec), Kel Ewey, San/Kung, Beng, Ashanti (Asante), Semang,
Berti, Mbuti, Wogeo, Inca, and the United States of America. I also looked at the Iroquois, Hausa, and Classic Maya, however
due to inconclusive information regarding blood belief or social relation I excluded them from the general study.

To determine the levels of matriarchy or patriarchy, I looked at several societal characteristics. Firstly, I determined each
society’s perception of blood as either positive or negative. Positive blood views represent a public celebration of blood as an
essential substance in the continuation of the respective society’s population or food supply. A negative view of blood conversely
represents a public stigmatizing of blood as a substance that does or can transmit harm and is kept separate from the personal
or social body. A negative blood belief is by no means representative of blood as a vile, unnatural substance, rather it may signi-
fy a belief that although natural and necessary to life, blood can cause harm if it fell into the hands of a malicious shaman or
witch. I used the terms positive and negative simply for a lack of better terms. Societies with negative blood beliefs may, in fact,
celebrate and ritualize blood privately and stigmatize it publicly, hence, my disinclination to use celebrated/stigmatized to in
place of positive/negative.

Having established a society’s blood belief I then looked at the following: the location of the blood rituals or taboos (pub-
lic/private), subsistence style, major food provider (male, female, both), property holder (male, female, both, no private proper-
ty), descent system (patri-lineal, matrilineal, bi/ambi-lineal), inheritance patterns (patri-lateral, matri-lateral, bi/ambi-lateral, no
private or movable property), location of permanent family residence (patri-local, matri-local, ambi-local, neo-local), location of
family residence within the first year of marriage (patri-local, matri-local, ambi-local, avunva-local, neo-local), the majority par-
ticipants in public and private rituals (male, female, both), whether or not social roles and occupation are stratified by gender,
type of religion (monotheism, polytheism), nature or gender of deities (male, female, both, gender neutral, animal/spirit), socie-
tal complexity (high- complex class system, medium- class based on land ownership, low- no dominant class or land system),
prevalence of warfare (high-significant or crucial role in culture, low- defensive purpose only, no warfare), marriage type
(monogamous, polygamous, both), adaptive strategy (sedentary, semi-nomadic, nomadic), length of post-partum sex taboo for
women (no taboo, < one year, one-to-two years, > two years), and premarital sex norms (early marriage, insistence on virginity,
weakly prohibited, allowed so long as it does result in pregnancy, permitted freely).

Due to time constraints and a lack of access to ethnographic and other academic resources, I was able to only find enough
pertinent information on eleven societies, and even then I ran into issues of missing or outdated data. Furthermore, because
much of the ethnographic information was obtained during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, there was a male bias or
oversimplification of the nature of gender identity, as well as limited information regarding the political roles of females pub-
licly and privately.
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Findings
I originally hypothesized that on the one hand, cultures or societies that held a positive view of blood would allow for the

political inclusion of men and women on relatively equal terms and on the other, cultures or societies embracing a negative
view of blood would be largely dominated politically and socially by males and male kin. However, due to research difficulties
and inadequate information regarding the political activity of women, my original hypothesis required a slight revisioning.
Furthermore, the original hypothesis claims that male domination through female subjugation is a result of a struggle to wrest
power from one gender to another through coercive means. This is not the case at all. Although some societies display attributes
that can be deemed coercive from a Western standpoint, behaviors such as excluding menstruating women from certain foods
or their seclusion in huts, separated from village life for the duration of their menstruation; however, these practices are not at
all seen as malicious acts of power imposed on women. These practices are empowering or at the very least offer a well-deserved
break from the daily and exhausting work required by the generally more productive female gender. A more appropriate
hypothesis is that in cultures or societies were blood is viewed positively there will be greater emphasis on the complimentarity
of the male/female roles in both social, public settings and domestic, private settings. Whereas in cultures or societies that view
blood negatively, males will be the major actors publicly while female roles play out in the domestic or private sphere.

Before I expand on my findings, I will provide background information about the cultures and societies used in this study.
From the Americas, I looked at the Mexica, Inca, and the United States of America. The Mexica are the ethnic group that set-
tled into the central valley of Mexico during the early 12th century CE. According to their origin myths they originated from a
place they call Aztlan, hence the name Aztec given to them by the Spanish conquistadores upon their arrival into the Mexica
capital of Tenochtitlan in the early 16th century. The term Aztec refers to the general population living in and around central
Mexico under Mexica authority. At the time of Spanish arrival, Aztec civilization was at its peak with an urban population of
100,000 to 300,000 people. The Mexica are known for their brutal sacrificial ceremonies as well as their almost puritanical
legal and social system. Due to several factors, their civilization collapsed in the mid 16th century. The Inca peoples lived in the
Andean highlands of Peru from roughly the 12th century CE to the early half of the 16th century when Spanish conquistadors
led by Pizarro killed the Inca king leading to a collapse of the empire. Their territorial expansion reached from Ecuador to
northern Chile bringing over one million people under Inca influence. Both Mexica and Inca societies were highly stratified
and specialized. They engaged in large-scale agriculture and long distance trade to supply their populations with food and
goods. The final western hemisphere society is the United States of America; with a population of 300 million, the USA is the
most populated and most industrialized society in this study.

From Africa, I looked at the Kel Ewey Taureg, Berti, San/Kung, Beng, Mbuti, and Ashanti. The Kel Ewey are a small socie-
ty of nomadic and semi-nomadic pastoralists belonging to the Taureg peoples of Sahel region of Africa. The Kel Ewey are dis-
tinct from other Taureg groups because of their recent acceptance and adherence to the Islamic faith. Sedentarization and
Islamization have altered many of their nomadic, matri-rooted traditions; however, their pre-Islam ideologies are still widely evi-
dent (Rasmussen, 1991). Like the Kel Ewey the Berti of the Northern Darfur region of Sudan are a semi-nomadic people; how-
ever, they derive their sustenance mainly through agriculture. They have also accepted the Islamic belief systems while main-
taining traditional ways. Unfortunately, the Berti have suffered great losses as victims of the genocidal wars ravaging the Darfur
region. Many thousands of Berti fled their traditional lands seeking shelter in refugee camps or fleeing to neighboring countries.
Also from northern Africa are the Ashanti or Asante. They are agriculturists from central Ghana. Among the more traditional
societies I examined were the Beng, San/Kung, and the Mbuti.

The Beng are a small society living in the rural, central areas of the Ivory Coast. They are sedentary and acquire subsistence
through small-scale agriculture and some hunting and foraging. The San/Kung and the Mbuti may be the most well known of
the African societies in this paper. Anthropologists traditionally referred to them as the Bushmen of the Kalahari and the
Pygmies respectively; however, today both terms are considered racist and derogatory and are rarely seen in any works published
after the mid 20th century. Both societies exist as nomadic hunter foragers and are known for their egalitarian social organiza-
tion and life. Yet, they occupy and adapted to two very different regions and climates. The San/Kung thrived in the harsh cli-
mate of the Kalahari Desert in northern South Africa and northeastern Namibia. The Mbuti occupy the tropical rain forests
surrounding the Congo River basin of The Democratic Republic of the Congo known as the Ituri forest. The Mbuti form the
largest, single group of hunter foragers in Africa (Sanday, 1981).
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The Semang, like the Mbuti, are egalitarian, forest dwelling, hunter foragers. Unlike the Mbuti; however, the Semang are a
smaller group living in the forests of the Malay Peninsula. The final society I studied was the Wogeo people of the Wogeo
Island, located north of Australian New Guinea. As of 1948, the population of Wogeo was 839 inhabitants, who gained subsis-
tence through horticulture, supplemented with fishing and some hunting and foraging.

Following my research, I concluded that my hypothesis – in cultures or societies were blood is viewed positively there will
be greater emphasis on the complimentarity of the male/female roles in both social, public settings and domestic, private set-
tings, whereas in cultures or societies that view blood negatively males will be the major actors publicly while female roles play
out in the domestic, private sphere - is valid regarding the eleven societies I studied. Although I am not able to draw universal
conclusions regarding all societies and cultures, the findings in this paper support my hypothesis. I used the following charts to
draw the supporting conclusion. I obtained the data for the charts predominantly from Murdock’s Ethnographic Atlas with sec-
ondary or supporting information coming from sources described in the reference section.

Table One breaks down the eleven cultures into their views of blood, positive/negative and the location of their major ritu-
als associated with blood. The studies indicated that in those societies that celebrated blood (Mexica, San/Kung, Semang, Inca,
Mbuti) all blood centered ceremonies and ritual were/are public events. These ceremonies include human sacrifice, auto-blood-
letting and menstrual celebrations. The private ceremonies of the Inca were related to the worshipping of mummified ancestors,
who they kept in their homes. However, their larger ceremonies involving human sacrifice took place publicly. The chart clearly
shows that a positive view of blood correlates with ritualizing blood publicly, while in societies with a negative view of blood
the ceremonies are relegated to the private sphere. Although the Wogeo and Ashanti ritualize blood publicly, the audience is
small or the ritual is undertaken individually, but with public knowledge that there is indeed a ritual taking place. The societies
that ritualize blood negatively and privately do so in a secretive manner so as the public are unaware of the ritual. The private
rituals in this study all involved menstruating females and the dangers or shame associated with the process. Although this chart
is very insightful as to the notions of public versus private, the following table has a greater relation to my hypothesis.

The above chart illustrates the gender breakdown of public rituals. Where the participants are female, only the audience
can be male and female or strictly female. Conversely, among blood negative societies public, female ceremonies were not noted

Table One –

Table Two –
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in any of the available studies. Furthermore, the rituals of blood negative societies involved cleansing of the body or spirit, while
the rituals of the blood positive societies were carried out to celebrate or perpetuate the fertility of both the human population
and the dominant food source. Although the Ashanti allow females to participate, it is in a strictly Western sense of gender. The
females present at Ashanti ceremony are post-menopausal, making them symbolically male in their respective societies because
of their ability to hold blood. The fact that in blood positive societies rituals and ceremonies are gender neutral or female cen-
tered affairs and do not exclude females from participation suggests that the female gender holds ritual significance and symbol-
ic importance greater than that of the male gender. Whereas the lack of female exclusive rituals in blood negative societies may
indicate the dominance of males in public ritual.

The two previous tables examined female involvement in public ritual, supporting my claim that positive views of blood
will result in a greater inclusion of the female gender in public ceremony. Tables Three and Four will look at levels of matriliny
in relation to views of blood.

Descent and inheritance proved to be less conclusive than I anticipated. I expected societies with positive blood views to
show greater relevance to matrilineal patterns while blood negative societies would follow patrilineal patterns; however, this was
not the case. There is little significance between these traits and my hypothesis. The Berti support my claim, however, the
Ashanti are blood negative yet follow matrilineal descent and matrilateral inheritance patterns which proves contrary to my
argument. However, there is a relationship between hunter forager societies, positive blood and bi-lineal descent. Their reliance
on cooperative foraging, lack of private, movable property and rituals associated with blood as a substance of fertility that they
offer to their gods or jungle spirits to placate them to ensure abundant food and limit disastrous events such as severe weather
or accidental death due to falling trees, infection or poisonous animal bites.

Along with descent and inheritance, I also looked at the location of a family’s residence as a signifier of the dominant gen-
der. Assuming in blood positive societies the matriline would grant permission to the couple to relocate after marriage and per-
manent family location would be matrilocal or ambilocal and in blood negative societies family residence would center on the
male kin’s residence.

Table Four signifies the symbolic power of the matriline in relation to family authority. Out of the six societies where the
newly married couple spends some time living with kin before they are granted permission to move into their own residence,
three societies locate temporary residence within the matri-compound, two are allowed to choose, and only one requires the
couple to spend time with male kin. This pattern signifies the authority of the female over her kin. The act of granting permis-
sion to the new couple to relocate may be symbolic to giving birth because the very act of moving away represents the begin-
ning of a new life, or a new stage in life; a transfer from a gender neutral childhood to a full engendered adult able to propagate
their culture and society. Interestingly, the Mexica, although they place great emphasis on the complementarity of genders,
placed male kin in charge of determining if the couple was ready to relocate after marriage. The patrilocality of the Mbuti was
also a great surprise since they are widely known for their egalitarian social ways. This chart illustrates that although blood posi-
tive societies celebrate both the male and female gender publicly, the symbolic power of femininity and the authority of the
matriline are present in all societies.

Table Three –
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It is evident that in non-stratified hunter forager societies both genders play equal roles in the production and distribution
of valuable resources. There is little to no gender based occupational or role stratification. Both men and women engage in
gathering, hunting of small game, childcare, and ritual ceremony. Authority and influence depend on the assertiveness of the
person not their physiology (Sanday, 1981). Furthermore, they share a view that the mother of their culture is the forest or
desert, which gives life to them and their resources. They transfer this ideology to the female gender, personifying them and the
blood that flows from them as the worldly personification of their deities. In addition, with no warfare, there is no male coali-
tion bonding and no intra-society competition, which Peterson and Wrangham argue leads to male dominant ideologies
(1996). This chart illustrates that economic practices play a much more significant role in determining blood views than the
complexity of the society. Only two of the six agricultural societies hold positive beliefs regarding blood, and of the six, the said
two have societies that rival the societal complexity of the present day United States. Furthermore, levels of sedentarization
seem to affect gender equality and blood beliefs. All of the nomadic cultures in this study view blood positively while the one
semi-nomadic and five of the seven sedentary societies view blood negatively and engage in patterns of gender stratification.
Levels of warfare also play a role in the separation of genders, however, it is not so much the level of warfare as it is the reasons
or goals of it that determine blood beliefs and gender complimentarity.

The above table depicts the four societies in which warfare plays a crucial role in their ideology and identity. The United
States expanded and exterminated the indigenous inhabitants under the ideology of manifest destiny. Their ideology is rooted
in the colonialist mentality of expansion in search of natural resources and wealth. To this day under the guise of free-trade the
territorial expansion continues. The Ashanti, like the USA sought territory in their military strategy. In both societies, they
emphasize manliness while traditionally females were to play a subordinate role as domestic supporters of the macho men. In
both societies blood holds negative connotations. Conversely, the Mexica and Inca, undoubtedly the most powerful American
societies of their time, centered their culture on war. Their war, however, was not territorial as much as it was to increase popu-
lations. They conquered lands yet ruled by proxy. The conquered peoples were not subjugated or forced to follow Mexica or
Inca socio-economic ideology, rather, the Mexica or Inca kings only required tribute, which opened up trade and, for the most
part, made more resources available for more people. The Mexica were known for their “Flower Wars,” in which they set out to
capture the strongest warriors from surrounding villages. The warriors were then used in rituals and eventually sacrificed and to
the Mexica gods to ensure the rising of the sun and the fertilization of the land. The family of the warrior who made the cap-
ture then ritually ate the captive; however, the warrior did not partake in the feast as a sign of respect and connectedness to the
fallen soldier. Although Mexica culture prohibited women from becoming warriors, “Mexica ceremonies drew a symbolic equiv-
alence between women giving birth and males taking prisoners” (Kellogg, 1995, p. 567).

In exhorting mothers during childbirth, productive metaphors treating children as
growing plants or precious raw material gave way to the master image of production
among the Aztec, that of capture in battle. The women was urged to “seize well the
little shield,” and once delivered was told, “You have become as an eagle warrior, you
have become as an ocelot warrior. . . . You have returned exhausted from battle.” The
midwives actually shouted war cries to mark this “capture. . . .” The hierarchy between
the captor and the captive was explicitly modeled on the Aztec parent-child relations.
The victorious warrior said: “He is as my beloved son;” and the captive replied: “He is
as my beloved father.” (Joyce, 2000, p. 146)

After birth, the midwife would bury a girl’s umbilical cord under by the hearth and a boy’s umbilical cord on the battlefield. To
the girl she would say, “You will be in the heart of the home,” and to the boy she would say, “You have been sent into warfare”
(Joyce, 2000, p. 147). Joyce goes on to state, “In a society where gender was something fluid that required work to stabilize,
those actions took on the significance of creating gender difference, not simply reflecting it” (2000, p. 147). The Mexica also
symbolically linked women to warriors in their afterlife beliefs. The two noblest ways to die and the only two causes of death
that allow the person to rise directly to the place of the gods was death in battle or childbirth.
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Conclusion
Overall, the findings support my hypothesis. In societies where blood is celebrated as a substance associated with fertility,

birth and re-birth of society, warriors, animals, plants, gods or other resources, or where it is used to appease the spirits or gods
to prevent danger, gender identity is either accentuated less strictly or there is an emphasis on the complimentary roles males
and females play out socially, in both the public and private spheres. Conversely, societies where blood is publicly stigmatized,
kept hidden from view, or harbors possible pollutants that may endanger the fertility of males, animals or crops, gender identity
is highlighted publicly and privately. In such societies, public authority rests symbolically with males and is expressed in public
ritual, while female authority is articulated through domestic practices.

While Dornan (2006), Eichler (1975), Linke (1992), and Montgomery (1974) argue that it is through the appropriation
of female fertility symbols such as bleeding, males are able to symbolically wield authority over females in their society.
However, my research suggests that males did not appropriate the authority they claim to hold, rather females gave it to them
as a way to identify the male role. As Joyce points out, “Perhaps because women have ways of signaling their women-hood
[child birth, menstruation, lactation], men must have ways to display their manhood” (1981, p. 78). The Mbuti exemplify this
idea during one of their ritual ceremonies. Although they are socially egalitarian and gender identity plays little importance,
they highly value the creative powers of menstrual blood. This places females in an elevated position socially, which if main-
tained, disrupts the concept of gender equality. In order to counter this inequality they perform a public ceremony where a
woman of childbearing age kicks the red-hot embers of a fire toward the adult males sitting around the fire. The fire, being red
and hot, symbolizes menstrual blood, which is red and in many societies, such Ashanti, Berti and Mbuti, is associated with hot.
The females are transferring or sharing the symbolic blood and the powers associated with it with the males of the village, level-
ing the symbolic playing field and regaining gender equality. However, despite this sharing of symbolic blood, when it is time
to give blood to the jungle gods, both Mbuti men and women attend, but it is only female blood that they offer to the gods,
never male blood. Similarly, among the Semang both genders may attend rituals; however, it is the females who cut their legs
and spill their blood on the jungle floor to ensure happy gods and plentiful food supplies (Sanday, 1981). For blood negative
societies the blood ritual often involves cleansing of the body rather than guaranteeing fertile humans and plants.

In Wogeo society, the males ritually bleed, not the females. According to their belief system, the accumulation of blood
causes the body to become hot and sick. Bleeding cools the body and restores vitality. Unlike the Mbuti, Berti, and Ashanti
who view good blood as hot, the Wageo view good blood as cold. Wogeo females bleed naturally (menstruation), therefore their
body cleanses itself monthly and they need not ritually initiate blood flow. However, if a male becomes sick or exposes himself
to female blood he must cool his body through auto-sacrifice. The males initiate bleeding by making an incision in their penis
while standing knee deep in the ocean, so as not to re-expose them self to the infected blood. The incising of the penis is a
symbolic metaphor to female menstruation, and although the village is aware of the ritual taking place, the dangers of the
blood are so severe the bleeding males are secluded from public life until the wound heals (Hogbin, 1970). In this case, it is not
the female that plays the subdued role, but rather, through adopting symbolically female attributes, it is the male that faces
social stigmatizing. This, along with the previous evidence presented, points to a process where both genders are equally socially
empowered and suppressed, creating a dual gender power structure, much different from Western ideas of male subjugation of
females through the appropriation of symbolisms of fertility. The idea presented by Montgomery (1974) that females reproduce
naturally, therefore, males sublimate their fears or jealousies through procreative rituals geared toward reproducing culture and
society does not prove valid in this study. The higher frequency of matrilocal residence after marriage, matrilineal or bi-lineal
descent and matrilateral or bilateral inheritance patterns in this study speaks to the fact that the matriclan holds a majority of
the social and reproductive influence regardless of blood beliefs. The blood belief, however, do reflect the symbolic authority or
influence held publicly as my hypothesis stated.

The major limitation of this study was the small sample size; however, patterns are evident signifying that a correlation may
exist between blood views and symbolic public authority on a larger scale. In addition, European or American males with tradi-
tional dichotomized ideologies of gender undertook much of the ethnographic research on early societies, resulting in an andro-
centric interpretation of power and influence. I also ran into problems with accessibility of data and research, which one could
rectify if time and money were not so limited. This study provides a starting point for those whom would like to expand on the
sample size as well as, if available, expand on the matriarchal characteristics of the cultures and societies. Unfortunately, many
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of the societies in this study no longer exist in the state that the ethnographers, conquistadors or missionaries originally
observed them. The Spanish colonial empire conquered the Mexica and Inca urban civilizations in the mid 16th century. The
Berti also face cultural decimation at the hands of invading armies. The conflicts and massacres in Darfur are resulting in mas-
sive Berti casualties and refugees. By fleeing their traditional lands, they must alter their cultural ways and adapt other forms of
subsistence and life. The Kel Ewey also face a transformation of culture. The Nigerian state’s aversion to nomadic peoples, along
with strong Islamization in the region, is disrupting traditional ways. This study shows that gender identity socially and symbol-
ically is not static but is socially pliable. Gender is not a physical identity, rather it is a socially constructed one open for inter-
pretation. Western norms and gender stereotypes only serve to limit personal choice and social acceptance.
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I discovered the beginning seeds of the topic of this paper during the second or third class of the semester. I was sitting in
a small group just absolutely struck by how cool learning was. This moment was sparked when we were asked to come up with
an edgy claim that we thought an author was making in a particular chapter. Our group came up with something along the
lines of “Traditional groups use their cultural identity as a weapon to fight against modernity.” It was one of those moments
when you become very excited about learning, and very proud of your naive probing mind. I knew the claim was not quite
right, but I felt as if I had struck a vein, and it was my duty to follow that vein until it reached into the heart of the matter. For
the time I put that claim in the back of my head, but I was always searching for ways in which to connect it to other places, I
was always trying to follow the twists and turns until I found my way to the heart. The day we talked about detouring through
the other to discover the self, I knew I had at long last found another piece to the puzzle. But I was unsure about where exactly
it fit in. I knew it was time to meet with Dr. Whittemore and discuss some ideas. Through our talk and my subsequent writing,
I came up with the claim that I will be arguing in the body of this paper: traditional cultures understand something about
Northerners that we ourselves do not; they understand our drive for identity is rooted in the other, and that we must detour
through the other to know ourselves. It is through this knowledge that traditional cultural groups are able to become advocates
for themselves; it is because of this knowledge that revolutions can be started.

Contrary to popular belief, “traditional” cultures are not so traditional anymore. The world is quickly becoming a global
community, one which thrives on a system of exploitation, production, consumption, and social reproduction. Northern minds
fantasize that traditional cultures are far removed from this system, but that is far from the truth. Most have been systematically
exploited, being kept just inside the door of our burgeoning neoliberal world. They have been allowed in only so far as to par-
ticipate in the labor market, but not reap the economical rewards that neoliberal ideology promises. Many “traditional” cultures
have a long history with modern thought, and as such have learned the ways in which the modern mind and culture works.
Because these people are outside of us, they are able to see what we are not. They know that our intense longing and drive for
identity is rooted in the other. This understanding has helped polybians fight revolutions against unfair treatment, and exploita-
tion.

Diane Nelson clearly illustrates this process in her article, “Indian giver or Nobel savage: duping, assumptions of identity,
and other double entendres in Rigoberta Menchú Tum’s Stoll/en past.” In this article Nelson discusses David Stoll’s book,
Rigoberta Menchú and the Story of All Poor Guatemalans. She very astutely points to Stoll’s inability to step outside fundamental
divides and focuses on his own self-discovery through his research into Rigoberta’s past. She looks to the very emotional debate
surrounding both Rigoberta’s testimony and Stoll’s book. Yet rather than taking sides, she explores just what it is about the
whole affair that has so sparked emotions and launched this story into the sensational news media. Nelson explores the thrill
and threats of discovering the self in relation to the other.

Rigoberta Menchú is a Maya Indian woman who was born and raised in Guatemala. She has chosen to share her truth
with the world and has become an advocate for human rights on behalf of the indigenous people of Guatemala. Rigoberta was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. Her story was read by many, and has changed the way that the world looks at
Guatemala, yet, she is a controversial figure. She is one to whom many look for guidance, whomany admire, yet she also occu-
pies a space that many believe is based on lies and deception. Northern and southern versions of truth and identity are played
out around her. Stoll has denounced her as a fraud, and many others have called her a hero. The reactions to Stoll’s book came
swiftly and were pregnant with power. Some were outraged with him, others were outraged with her. Two camps formed, either
pro-Rigoberta or pro-Stoll. Stoll’s book was published in 1999, but it is a debate that is still going on today, a debate that Diane
Nelson argues is good for us; indeed this debate is the whole point of story. It is when we stop listening that we are truly in
trouble.

David Stoll is an anthropologist who, upon encountering some factual discrepancies in Menchú Tum’s account, decided to
pick up the “white man’s burden” and explore murky, perhaps untruthful, aspects of the story that Rigoberta related in I,
Rigoberta Menchú. His book is fascinating. At points it is written with a passion that emanates off the page, while at other
points he seems reluctant and sorry to be the one questioning such an iconic figure. But he is always persuasive, never does he
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falter on his path, never does he doubt that he speaks the truth. Reading his book after reading Diane Nelson’s piece, I was
afforded a very unique view. I found that I was not drawn to what he had to say about Rigoberta or her past (though it is inter-
esting), rather I looked more for his rare commentaries, where his feelings and thoughts formed the basis of the sentence. I
tended to skip over the factual pieces and tended to hunt for glimpses of the author. I had to know. What made Stoll tick?

As I began to delve further into the text, I started noticing some interesting patterns. Where he wrote with a passionate
fury and where he wrote with a sense of saddened responsibility tended to always be about the same things respectively. It turns
out that he was not so much angry about the lies in and of themselves, but rather about the fact that she lied. It was the action,
not the outcome which so infuriated him, as is evidenced from this short excerpt from his book. “The important point is not
that what really happened differs somewhat from what Rigoberta says happened. The important point is that her story, here
and at other critical junctures, is not the eyewitness account that it purports to be” (Stoll, 70). He doesn’t care that it’s not
entirely accurate, he cares that she “purports” one thing, but really did another. He cares about the action involved in “lying.”
Earlier in the book he talks about what prompted him to take on what was sure to be a highly controversial topic. He says that
he was “obliged to write this book” by a fascination with the paradox of a valuable icon and how it can be misleading (Stoll, x).
In reality, he is on a quest for the truth, not the truth that people commonly accept and turn into truth, but rather the truth
that is backed up by empirical research and an obsession with accuracy.

Stoll then goes on to ask, “In a world, swayed by the mass media, in which nations and peoples live or die by their ability
to catch international attention, how do the gatekeepers of communication deal with the mixture of truth and falsehood in any
movement’s portrayal of itself, including those we feel morally obligated to support?” (Stoll, x). He is deeply concerned here
about, not only his, but the world’s ability to separate out fact from fiction. This is not a new fear. He is afraid of being “taken”
or “duped” and he is afraid of doing it to himself. In questioning Rigoberta’s book he calls into question northern notions of
identity (as well as his own), romanticized views of “peasants,” and he expresses a deep concern about where truth lies. He is
very much struggling with who he is in this post-modern global world; a world where information is free and easy and easily
misleading. He is struggling in an ever changing, ever more complex world in which it is very easy to see that there may be
some merit to chaos theory outside the math lab.

What I found to be probably the most fascinating recurrent thread throughout his book was an insistence on Rigoberta
having been educated. He forcibly insists at times that she was educated, he makes small references to her schooling and knowl-
edge; Stoll is constantly reminding his readers that she went to school. This is evidenced in the following excerpt from his book;

She was both better and worse prepared for the task [to be a representative of the January 31st
popular front in Paris] than can be inferred from the book itself. She was less prepared because [. . .]
she had little political experience. Yet she was more prepared because Catholic nuns had given
her a distance from peasant life that is hard to achieve without schooling. Still close enough to
her origin to talk about it eloquently; she was in a doorway between the pre-literacy of peasant
society and the wider world opened up by schooling. Poised in that doorway, she could look
back on her past and recreate it for the outsiders who would shape her future. (Emphasis added, 177)

At first, I was a bit confused over his seeming obsession with education, and then suddenly it clicked: Diane Nelson held
the key. For the most part modernity has taught us that consciousness is raised up, implying that it is in us all along, but
through exposure, or assumptions of identity, it is brought higher. We are taught that education raises our awareness and our
consciousness. Stoll’s big problem with Rigoberta’s education becomes that some part of him believes she manipulated us on
purpose. She lied on purpose, and who’s to say she didn’t? The detour he has taken through her does not allow room for this
other side of her. He felt that he knew himself better because of her story; he was able to provide Rigoberta what she was asking
for: solidarity and human rights activism. Yet in discovering her “Stoll/en” past, the mirror was reflected back on himself. This
is where he really begins his journey of self-discovery, in discovering that his detour was “false” Stoll begins the real journey.
This is what Diane Nelson argues in her article, “Indian giver or Nobel savage: duping, assumptions of identity, and other dou-
ble entendres in Rigoberta Menchú Tum’s Stoll/en past.”

Nelson borrows from social philosopher Slavoj Zizek: “If we want to spare ourselves the painful roundabout route through
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misrecognition, we miss the truth itself: only the ‘working through’ of the misrecognition allows us to accede to the true nature
of the other and at the same time to overcome our own deficiency” (Nelson, 320). Zizek suggests that mis-re-cognition, or mis-
re-thinking, is the entire point. It is only through mis-re-cognition and the subsequent journey can one hope to ever truly see
others as they are, and as such, see oneself as he/she truly is. Stoll provides us with invaluable information. He takes on what
many people would be too frightened to do: he questions everyone’s “darling little Indian girl.” Nelson argues that he misses the
point in his book, that his journey is not yet complete, because he retains his anxiety, and one dimensional view. In becoming
the “non-duped,” he makes a fatal error. Which is to take the other side, to polarize the duped and the non-duped is to miss the
point completely. That is, he misses seeing both Rigoberta and himself clearly, as they “truly” are.

In my author’s note I asked you to read this as if it were my journal for I too am in this journey with Stoll, Nelson, and
Rigoberta. I have made many discoveries about my beliefs and notions of indigenous people, I have discovered things about
myself that I was not aware of, and now knowing, am not proud of. I have for a long time held a romanticized view of “peas-
ants.” I am guilty of falling into the myth of the noble savage. Which is perhaps not the worst view to have of indigenous peo-
ples, though it takes something away from them: it takes away a piece of their humanness. In being a social advocate for the
noble savage, I am really saying, “They cannot take care of themselves, we have subjected them to horrible things, and now we
must fix them.” Where is their dignity, where is their autonomy? As I read Stoll I began to notice that I did not like him. Not
that I didn’t like his work, for it was fascinating, but I did not like him. I was perhaps overly critical of his ideas and of him. At
times I found myself thinking you stupid idiot, what is wrong with you? I found myself thinking this thought quite often while I
was reading the chapter that contained the large quote above (“She was both . . . shape her future”) My distaste for Stoll in this
passage and many others clearly reflects my own romanticized view of Rigoberta and by extension all “peasants.” I was too tied
down by my own beliefs, by my own acceptance of stereotypes. But I have continued Stoll’s journey into both self-discovery
and discovery of the other. It has not been an easy trip, it has not always been fun, but it has revealed much to me about myself
and the other.

In the beginning of this paper I stated my claim as: traditional cultures understand something about Northerners that we
ourselves do not. They understand our drive for identity is rooted in the other that we must detour through the other to know
ourselves. It is through this knowledge that traditional cultural groups are able to become advocates for themselves; it is because
of this knowledge that revolutions can be started. I have demonstrated that as Northerners we do indeed detour through the
other to discover the self. I have chosen to present my paper with this being the first point because it is the route that my jour-
ney has taken. I first had to detour and having done so I am more prepared to take on the rest of my argument. Before I was
able to fully understand what I was arguing I had to understand the route that led me to my belief, and that route led me
through the other and brought me here. I am different then I was when I started, and am now prepared to explain the rest of
my thinking. So the question becomes, how do we know that “traditional cultures” understand something about us that we do
not? And how does this knowledge give them the power to bear the burden of rebellion and advocacy?

Dr. Whittemore suggested that I research a Native American man commonly referred to as Red Jacket. As I became
immersed in his story it became evident that Red Jacket did indeed understand something about modern men that they did
not. Red jacket was the chief of the Seneca tribe in Seneca Valley New York. He was a great orator and was a huge advocate for
his tribe. He delivered a speech to his white neighbors that effectively stopped all of their attempts at religious conversion. His
speech shows knowledge of his white neighbors that they do not have. Early in the speech Red Jacket said,

Brother, listen to what we say. There was a time when our forefathers owned this great island.
Their seats extended from the rising to the setting sun. [. . .] But an evil day came upon us.
Your forefathers crossed the great water and landed on this island. Their numbers were small.
They found friends and not enemies. They told us they had fled from their own country for
fear of wicked men and had come here to enjoy their religion. They asked for a small seat.
We took pity on them, granted their request, and they sat down among us. We gave them
corn and meat; they gave us poison in return. . . . They wanted more land; they wanted our
country. Our eyes were opened and our minds became uneasy. Wars took place. Indians were
hired to fight against Indians, and many of our people were destroyed. [. . .] You have got our
country, but are not satisfied; you want to force your religion on us. (Waters, 54-55)

˘ ˘
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Red Jacket cleverly brings up the pilgrims’ escape to religious freedom. He then brings the conversation on to a list of
grievances but avoids defensiveness by cloaking it in terms of “forefathers.” As the speech continues he draws a parallel in their
escape from religious persecution and the Indian’s desire for the same thing. Later in the speech Red Jacket asks the white men
how they know that their religion is right. He logically points out that if it was the only way then the Great Spirit would have
given the Indians the same religion and the ability to read the book in which it was kept. He says that the Great Spirit has
made them all, but has made them differently and that the Seneca do not wish to destroy the white man’s religion, they just
wish to enjoy their own. Throughout the entire speech Red Jacket calls these men Brother, he makes them kin, he plays on
their own escape from England, and in doing so plays a card that the White men never knew he had. Red Jacket knew some-
thing about the white men that they did not. He detoured them through his and his forefather’s experiences, and had returned
them to themselves without the white men ever being the wiser. But now they are different. They identify with Red Jacket, and
understand his desire for religious freedom; how can they not?

This example is from the early 1800s, and perhaps different than what is going on in the world today, but it is relevant
nonetheless. This example demonstrates not only that “traditional cultures” can understand something about us that we do not,
but it also demonstrates a cunning that we do not necessarily attribute to them. It shows sophistication in thinking that we
utterly fail to see. Red Jacket has long been regarded as an advocate for his people. He successfully stopped his traditional land
from being overtaken (a court case that still stands; most of the Seneca Valley in New York still belongs to the Seneca People),
and he successfully put an end to the white men’s attempts at religious conversion.

The Zapatista movement in Chiapas also involved a great deal of self-advocacy and understanding of the white other. This
revolution is often referred to as the first Post-Modern rebellion. It is called such because of the Zapatistas’ use of technology
and the international world to put pressure on the Mexican government and their lack of respect for human rights. After years
of systematic exploitation and broken promises, concerning everything from land dispersal to subsidies from the Mexican gov-
ernment, the Zapatistas planned a rebellion. The Zapatistas quite purposefully portrayed their revolution as a random uprising,
instead of as it really happened. The revolution was ten years in the making, but when you hear of the situation in Chiapas,
you never hear of the planning that went into this undertaking.

That is because the Zapatistas understood something about the Northern mind of which we are blissfully unaware. That is,
they understand that stereotypes of the noble savage do not hold true, and they also knew that we would identify with their
plight. Modernity and neo-liberalism makes it nearly impossible to not feel exploited by the system at times. Most of us have
felt at some point or another that we are paid way less than we are worth. In the Zapatista uprising, we are able to identify with
their feelings of exploitation and we are able to vicariously live out our own fantasies of revolution through them. But we could
never rise up against an exploitative system (not anymore, maybe in the 1960s); no, that job is for the noble savages. That job is
for the people with a good cause but whom, because they are savages, do not know any better. With this view of the rebellion
we are missing the point, that these are people that have been taken advantage of. The Zapatistas quite purposely chose to por-
tray their rebellion in this light.

By making the rebellion seem as if it were a random uprising, they played right into Western notions of the Noble Savage.
Portraying the rebellion in this way allows the north to keep their consciousness unaltered. The Zapatistas are seen as noble sav-
ages fed up with oppression instead of plotting individuals’ intent on change. A change in consciousness is uncomfortable. The
Zapatista’s knew that in order to gain support from a global community, they would have to do all that they could to gain sym-
pathy. As soon as the people in the north were made uncomfortable, they would back out.

This same self-advocacy is evident in Rigoberta’s story. As a Nobel laureate she gained an immense amount of power, and
gained the ears of the world. But after Stoll’s discovery, her case has become controversial. Many ears have turned away. It is
because what the Zapatistas knew they had to avoid (that is an accurate depiction of them) happened to Rigoberta. People who
detoured through her are angry not so much at her, but rather at themselves. In reading the dialogue that was created globally
by Stoll’s book and Rigoberta’s testimony, we become better people. Our consciousness is “raised.” Yet this always will involve
anxiety on our part. What we thought we knew to be true is not, it is merely a perception. One colored by culture, gender,
socio-economic status and personal experience and assumptions of identity. Trying to ignore these mis-re-cognitions is really our
downfall. It allows for the continuation of negative stereotypes, both on the sides of the oppressors and the oppressed. The
undertaking of a personal journey is never easy, especially when it involves new notions of identity, and looking at your own
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reflection in the social mirror. But I encourage you to look at how you view yourself in relation to the world of the other.
Assumptions are ripe, and are indicators of a deeply laid ambivalence that you may not know you possess. “Growing up” is a
fascinating journey, and one that we continue to do for the rest of our lives.
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China has continued to grow economically at an accelerated speed. Its consumption of resources has expanded too many
markets previously untapped by its Western companions. The expansion of trade to African countries in particular has created
an up-roar among Western policymakers. In 2006, China’s trade with Africa reached $50 billion. China has provided aid to
African countries with very little restriction to the way in which this money is spent. Africa is home to 300 million of the
world’s poorest people so it is absolutely imperative that aid is directed towards those that need it the most and not the resident
dictator’s bank account. Some African countries have American imposed sanctions on trade only to be undermined by Chinese
investment. Also, organizations, such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, which offer loans to
Lesser Developed Countries in return for greater democratization and transparency, are weakened by no-strings-attached
Chinese investment. In the following paragraphs, I will describe why China’s consumption of resources has grown so rapidly,
the particular resources which are imported, the particular countries affected by Chinese investment and the positive and nega-
tive implications of Chinese investment in Africa.

In 2003, China became aware of a sudden surge in electricity consumption. China suffered routine brownouts which
forced Chinese individuals to invest in diesel generators. This led to a 10% increase in oil imports in 2004. In 2005 and 2006,
electrical companies were building power stations rampantly around China which boosted demand for coal. China has a large
supply of its own coal but it comes from the center of China and must be shipped by train. This has caused the trains to be
very congested and as a result many electrical power stations began importing coal, mostly from Australia. (The Economist, A
Large Black Cloud, pg. 17) Another explanation for China’s surge in oil imports is the growth of the car industry. “Between
2000 and 2006 the number of new cars sold grew by an average of 37% a year, making China the world’s second-biggest mar-
ket” (The Economist, Iron Rations, pg. 8). “Back in 1990, China consumed just 2.4m b/d, leaving 400,000 b/d of domestic
production for its oil firms to export. Now it guzzles over 7m b/d, about half of which it has to import” (The Economist, Iron
Rations, pg. 18). The International Energy Agency (IEA) predicts that by 2030 it will consume 16.5m b/d, 13.3m b/d will be
purchased abroad. “That is more than the current total output of Saudi Arabia” (The Economist, Iron Rations, pg. 18). Over the
past four years, China has accounted for 40% of the total growth in global oil demand (China-Africa Trade Jumps by 39%,
BBC.com).

“China, with about a fifth of the world’s population, now consumes half its cement, a third of its steel and over a quarter
of its aluminum. Its imports of many natural resources are growing even faster than its bounding economy. Shipments of iron
ore, for example, have risen by an average of 27% a year for the past four years” (The Economist, A Ravenous Dragon, pg. 4). In
2003, China became the biggest importer of iron ore in the world and last year China’s copper imports grew by 80%.

China is also importing more food. Farmland is being given over to industry and its population is growing. As average
Chinese incomes have increased so have their consumption of meat which also contributes to rising food imports (The
Economist, Iron Rations, pg. 4).

China now buys ten percent of all Africa’s exports 85% of which comes from five countries Angola, Equatorial Guinea,
Nigeria, the Republic of Congo, and Sudan. According to the BBC, trade between China and Africa jumped 39% to $32.17
billion in the first ten months of 2005. “Chinese aid to Africa seems to be concentrated in countries where Chinese resources
firms are also investing heavily, such as Sudan and Angola” (The Economist, Intrepid Explorers, pg. 16).

Chinese firms have invested $15 billion in Sudan since 1996, mostly from the oil industry which now accounts for ten per-
cent of China’s oil imports (BBC.com). China has routinely exercised its might in the U.N. Security Council to reject proposed
sanctions against Sudan for atrocities in Darfur.

Myanmar is China’s primary source of timber, gems and food. It is also home to a Chinese surveillance station which pro-
vides critical intelligence on India. In return, China has promised defense against other countries. China also prevented interna-
tional forces from responding to violent repression of peaceful demonstrations last year (The Economist, No Strings, pg. 16).
China has voided U.S. trade sanctions imposed on Myanmar because Chinese investment outweighs such penalties. “The State
Department estimates that Myanmar lost about $200 million in the first year of the ban on imports to the United States. At
the same time, it said, trade between China and Myanmar amounted to about $1 billion in 2003” (Across Asia, Beijing’s Star is
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in Ascendance).
The Chinese government has promised the Congolese government $6.5 billion worth of infrastructure and $2 billion

worth of creation and revamping of old mines. Mining reserves are to be used as collateral (The Economist, Mutual
Convenience. pg. 13).

Angola is receiving so much aid and investment that in 2006 it decided it did not need the International Monetary Fund’s
loans with its requirements of transparency and efficient economic management. There is a debate over the difference between
Western and Chinese investment. “China’s recent $2 billion and $2.4 billion Eximbank credit lines were tied to infrastructure
investments. Teams of Chinese are already in the country building roads, rehabilitating railways and building schools. . . .
Compare this with the completely non-transparent $2.35 billion loan extended to Angola by Britain’s Standard Chartered
Bank, Barclays, and the Royal Bank of Scotland” (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam).

China is not only investing in Africa. China is now the largest source of foreign investment in Venezuela. “Argentina’s eco-
nomic recovery is dependent on agricultural exports to China. In Egypt, China is investing in everything from the Suez Canal
and cement factories to electronics companies and convention centers. In Jordan, it has built four of the country’s five new
dams” (Bonner, Guess Who’s Coming to Power). China has become South Korea’s biggest trade partner, while two years ago Japan
imported more goods from China than from the United States. “Current trends show China is likely to top American trade
with Southeast Asia in just a few years” (Across Asia, Beijing Star is in Ascendance). Even the residents of Russia’s far-east are feel-
ing the affects of Chinese resource hoarding when they fear that China will take their oil and timber and perhaps even colonize
their empty spaces.

China has advantages over its primary competitors, the United States and the E.U., in obtaining business contracts from
African nations. There are no laws prohibiting companies from paying bribes to get government contracts. “Nor is there a
human rights lobby in China, or a free press, to take the country’s leaders to task for supporting corrupt, dictatorial regimes”
(Bonner, Guess Who’s Coming to Power).

“Many African countries view Chinese investment as an opportunity and welcome Beijing’s ‘strictly business’ policy of non-
interference in domestic affairs” (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam). In the run-up to the Beijing Olympics,
China has been scrutinized for it’s refusal to pressure Sudan about the crisis in Darfur. Given China’s considerable economic
investment in Sudan, I would assess that Chinese leverage over the Sudanese government is fairly strong and could be utilized
to implement some sort of change. Increasing pressure from the West and Steven Spielberg’s refusal to participate as a visual
advisor to the Beijing Olympics based China’s position on Darfur has recently turned China’s attention to these atrocities.
Chinese leaders do not deny their policy of non-interference in fact they defend the principle as “not a form of charity but
based on ‘mutual benefit’” (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam). Fifty percent of foreign direct investment went to
oil or mineral rich countries of Nigeria, Sudan and Zambia (China and India Go to Africa, pg. 97).

“China gets more in return. It has now grabbed huge natural resources while dumping into the continent cheap industrial
manufactured products” (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Adama Gaye). These unequal trade practices have attracted criti-
cism from Western nations. Many have regarded China’s unfair trade practices as similar to that of early colonizers who exploit-
ed Africans for material gain without ensuring compensation for African resources. Other figures are less skeptical and even
optimistic of the Chinese approach. According to the article China and India Go to Africa, Africa’s exports to China have
increased at an annual rate of 48 percent between 2000 and 2005, which is two and half times as fast as the exports to the
United States and four times as fast as the rate of its exports to the European Union (EU) (China and India Go to Africa, pg.
95.). The BBC reports, “For the first 10 months of last year, China’s exports to Africa totaled $15.25 billion, while the coun-
try’s imports from Africa were $16.92 billion” (BBC.com). BBC also reports that China has “scrapped tariffs” on 190 kinds of
imported goods from 28 of the lesser developed African nations (BBC.com).

When Zambian workers rioted at Chinese mines, Chinese government officials criticized the owner’s labor practices.
“Loans from China don’t get deposited into a dictator’s bank account and promptly sent to Swiss bank accounts” (Is Chinese
Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam). Teams of Chinese are building roads, revamping railways, building schools and huge
neighborhood low-cost housing (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam). China has also cancelled loans of African
countries which are usually granted at zero interest. They do this without the long list of requirements that the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund uses (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam).
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African imports from China now include commodities. “A sizable number of consumer goods from China and India
directly compete against Africa’s domestic products” (China and India Go to Africa, pg. 97). The imports are increasingly capital
goods which are helping to boost the competitiveness of Africa’s manufacturing sector. Chinese factories do not just offer jobs
but “production technologies” that African entrepreneurs can utilize (Is Chinese Investment Good for Africa, Brautigam). Harry
Broadman, in the article China and India Go to Africa, contends that China’s activity in Africa provides “a major opportunity
for the continent’s economies to move away from an excessive reliance on a few raw commodities and toward greater produc-
tion of labor-intensive light manufactured goods and services,” by helping to expose them to “competition, advances in technol-
ogy, and modern labor skills” (China and India Go to Africa, pg. 96). There are many problems with Chinese investment.
Limited exporting and investment in Asia, Chinese companies in Africa sometimes displace African companies in local markets
“while creating few jobs there and sometimes even taking some away,” and certain company activities complicate “difficult
political situations on the ground,” just to name a few (China and India Go to Africa, pg. 96). Broadman goes on to explain
that Chinese firms in Africa tend to build new facilities and create vertically integrated businesses which buy supplies from
China rather than local markets (China and India Go to Africa, pg. 97).

While reading through articles I came across an interest assessment of the situation it states, “China is not going to push
for democracy. But political stability and a more peaceful and prosperous Africa is clearly in its interest” (Is Chinese Investment
Good for Africa, Brautigam). China does not want to embolden dictators that encourage ethnic cleansing or place money in the
hands of inattentive leaders because political and social instability could lead to a halt in business. China does not want this to
happen at all. China is building infrastructure necessary to stabilization of a country which is in China’s interest. The idea of
“mutual benefit” seems like a concept that could actually work. The World Bank and IMF put benchmarks on loans that
require transparency and economic growth but Chinese firms directly deliver on providing the basic necessities of a country and
in return China receives its resources. While China may be investing in countries of authoritarian regimes, American trade
sanctions do not hurt these autocrats, it hurts the people. I do concede Chinese firms may use bribery to buy business contracts
possibly from corrupt leaders but Chinese firms bring positive aspects to each country. As Henry Broadman states, China is
exposing Africa to technology, competition, and modern labor skills that cannot be obtained through a loan. When a country
lacks basic infrastructure how can it be expected to meet requirements of economic growth?

African officials such as Victor Kasagno, minister of mines in the Congo, states, “that the government will set tough dead-
lines for the completion of the roads and railways to be built under the ore-for-infrastructure deals” (The Economist, Mutual
Convenience, pg. 14). He also said that they will not tolerate “shoddy work” (The Economist, Mutual Convenience, pg. 14).
Also Joseph Kabila, Congo’s president, has said, “Chinese firms investing in the mining sector will have to take on Gecamines
as a partner, process the ore they produce before exporting it and employ as many locals as possible” (The Economist, Mutual
Convenience, pg. 14). Africans are not allowing themselves to be taken advantage of and are accepting this idea of “mutual ben-
efit.”

China’s rapid growth is absorbing all resources in its path but many people wonder when this bubble will finally burst or
finally slow. Many see China overtaking the United States economically but this seems unlikely given that 60% of Chinese are
still working on farms and the average Chinese annual income is $2,000. China’s growth is largely the result of what economists
call the “catch-up effect.” It is defined as “the property whereby countries that start off poor tend to grow more rapidly than
countries that start off rich” (Mankiw, pg. 144). This means countries that are poorer have less capital and therefore less pro-
ductivity but as the economy grows capital grows and eventually growth begins to slow. The same thing occurred with Japan in
the 1980s. People were predicting Japan would become the next largest economy and overtake the United States. But then
growth began to slow and the true inconsistencies and inefficiencies in the Japanese system began to hold it back. Eventually,
Japan’s economic growth began to slow and today it is still the second largest economy. China has more people than the United
States and the European Union combined, therefore it will take much longer for China’s economy to slow down assuming that
it can maintain its current levels of growth. It will have to urbanize that 60 percent of the population still in the countryside. In
the meantime, China’s economic growth will continue to raise oil and food prices around the world while its burgeoning mid-
dle class continues to become capitalistic consumers.
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The world of gymnastics is a culture unto itself. It is a strict society in which children of all ages are made to believe they
are learning skills necessary for life. In the world of gymnastics, child abuse is not only accepted, it’s exalted. I chose the site of
my old gym, Kinetic Kids, in order to expose gymnastics for what it truly is. Everyone sees the nice part of gymnastics: the excit-
ed little girls standing on podiums with medals hanging from their necks and flowers in their hands, their coaches hugging them
after they finish a particularly challenging event, etc. But all is not what it seems. This world can be vicious. I have attempted to
create an unbiased view of the subject, but it is difficult after seeing the things I have witnessed while growing up in the world of
gymnastics. In order to balance out my seemingly prejudiced observations, I will also write about the pros of gymnastics: the rea-
sons that I fell in love with the sport in the first place. Sometimes an anthropologist can’t give an unbiased report, because there
is no unbiased report to be had. I will write about gymnastics as I, and so many other girls, have seen it. I will try not to be too
ethnocentric and prejudice against gymnastics. After this ethnography, I hope you will see that there is not much good to be said
about a sport that forces the human body to do things that primitive primates wouldn’t even attempt.

The major questions that I will try to answer are simple. Why do some people push themselves to the limit? Why do par-
ents push their children too far? How can coaches get away with forcing young gymnasts into such extreme examples of physi-
cal labor? I did gymnastics for 12 years of my life. I began working out for 20 hours a week when I was eight years old. Some
competition is healthy for children that age, but our coaches would play mind games with us, forcing us to believe that we were
in competition with our own teammates. Gymnastics is a very individualistic sport. It teaches you a “Survival of the Fittest”
mentality. To this day, I still have trouble working with other people on group projects and always feel competitive about every-
thing in my life.

As I walk into my old gym, Kinetic Kids, the smell of chalk and sweat fills my nostrils and reminds me of a much simpler
time. It was a time when all I had to worry about was school and gymnastics. The air is stuffy, but cool because the ceilings of
the old warehouse are vaulted and allow the humidity to spread out over a larger area. The sounds of people jumping on the
floor mat are audible before I’m even able to see the floor exercise. The bars twang loudly as hands reluctantly release from the
safety of the fiberglass cylinders. The crunching and springing of the vaulting board can be heard sporadically over all other nois-
es, as small feet run at full speed toward the stationary object. This was my life for so long, how could I have dismissed this so
easily? Then a coach yelling at a gymnast for not pointing their toes hard enough can be heard over the din, and I suddenly real-
ize the one thing that is really missing from this atmosphere. Teenage girls surround me, but hardly any of them are talking. The
somber and stressful silence is deafening and I now remember why I left this place. A gymnast’s social life is non-existent. Sure,
you do make some friends at the gym but once the competition season comes around, all of those friends now become enemies.

I finally round the corner and come to a waiting area for the parents. It is empty. Most parents don’t want to wait around
until their child is finished with his/her practice. They trust that the coaches will take care of them and hope that the rumors
that they hear about abusive coaches don’t ring true for this particular gym. I was one of the lucky ones. The coaches at my
gym were very nice; they weren’t anything like the coaches we sometimes saw at competitions. Those coaches saw no harm in
yelling at ten-year-olds, making them cry, and then telling them they were weak for crying. These poor little girls would then
be forced to go into a corner and do fifty push-ups for doing nothing more than showing weakness in front of their coach. This
wasn’t like my old gym. Okay, my coach had made me cry a few times as a child, but I never showed him that weakness, so he
could never punish me for it. Even at the tender age of 11, I had heard the horror stories of coaches punishing gymnasts for
crying and ever since I had heard those suppositions, I never wanted to give my coaches a reason to take that particular punish-
ment out on me. I would hold all my sorrows and fears in until I got home, and then I would lock myself in my room and
allow myself a good cry. My life was so structured that I had to plan out times to allow myself to cry.

But I outgrew this “crying phase” rather quickly once I realized that my coaches would not punish people for crying or
showing fear. Like I said, I was one of the lucky ones who went to a gym that actually cared about its gymnasts. After greeting
my coaches and telling them why I was there, I sat down on the tumble-track (a long trampoline used for practicing tumbling
passes) to observe the controlled chaos around me. I had decided not to write my observations down, which turned out to be a
good idea because that left my mind free to reminisce about my days working out at this very gym. So many things had
changed since I had last been here; I didn’t even recognize any of the girls working out. I soon realized that the actual physical
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setting of the gym was only a part of the whole story and that the rest would have to come from my memories and other peo-
ple’s memoirs. It was time to stop recollecting and to expose the truth behind competitive gymnastics; truth that one night
back in my old gym can’t give me.

A gymnast takes on many different roles. To some parents, who live vicariously through their children, gymnasts are the
pieces of a chessboard. These parents feel they can make their child do anything they want them to because that child is theirs.
“No one tells them their bodies belong to them and not to their coaches or parents.”1 These same parents claim that their child
loves the sport, but I know better. I can remember sleeping over at a friend’s house and listening to her mother tell her that her
butt was too fat and that it would cause her to topple over off the beam any time she attempted a new skill. This, of course,
was not true but that didn’t stop her mother from trying to get her to lose some weight. Luckily, my friend didn’t listen to her.
By then she knew better than to let her mother’s words get to her. I have seen many friends be forced into anorexia and bulimia
by things that their parents, coaches, or even fellow gymnasts said. This is also a society in which child labor laws have no bear-
ing. As Joan Ryan says in her book, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, “Child labor laws prohibit a thirteen-year-old from punching a
cash register for forty hours a week, but that same child can labor for forty hours or more inside a gym . . . without drawing the
slightest glance from the government.”2

Many parents will pose the question: if the children want to do it, why not let them? The children may enjoy gymnastics
in the beginning, but once they want to get out, it’s too late. Either the children are brainwashed by their coaches and even
other gymnasts into believing they love gymnastics, or they have already been doing it for so long that they don’t know a life
outside of gymnastics and feel as though they don’t fit in anywhere else. I would also like to respond to those parents by saying:
children like junk food, does that mean you would let them eat that all day? Just because a child claims to like something at
first, does not mean that they will always love it. I fell out of love with gymnastics in my freshmen year of high school but I
stuck with it because I knew that my mother was paying an inordinate amount of money to allow me to take gymnastics and I
didn’t want to disappoint her. Most kids feel the need to please the adults in their lives and to make them proud. This is how
some kids allow themselves to be abused by their coaches, even though, deep down, they know that what the coaches are doing
is wrong. Parents and coaches impart so much praise on you when you are at your best, that you are made to feel worthless
when you don’t do as well as you normally would. When the praise disappears, you feel like a failure. This is how they “brain-
wash” you into believing your life is pointless if you’re not winning. What a lot of parents and coaches don’t realize is that it’s
just a game and that life will go on once that child leaves the gym. Games are meant to be fun, but in this culture, they are
taken seriously.

Some coaches in this society are allowed to push their athletes too hard. No one questions this because they believe that
this is the reason the athlete is training with them. They think this is needed to take the athlete to an elite level. But abusing
children is never the right way to get things accomplished. “. . . he made a scandalous scene one day in practice, screaming foul
epithets (“Stupid little bitch!”), and slapping the backs of Heather’s legs when she couldn’t stay on bars.”3 A lot of parents turn
the other way when they see this kind of behavior because they don’t want anything to get in the way of their child being a star.
Parents and gymnasts alike will even overlook injuries in order to achieve their goals. This is reminiscent of societies in which
children are forcibly put through painful obstacles as a coming of age ritual. “So the gymnast, and the gymnast’s coach, will do
anything to keep the girl competing, uninterrupted, no matter what.”4 Even if that gymnast is seriously injured, they will either
force themselves to keep going or be forced by their elders. So if you like being yelled at, being told your fat, being pushed to
the extreme, and popping pain killers like they’re candy, then gymnastics is the right sport for you.

This culture even has its own “government” of sorts. But this “government” is not a democracy, even for gyms within the
United States. The head coach leads this Tyranny and the assistant coaches are one level down (the “middle class,” so-to-speak)
from him/her. Then, on the lowest level, are the gymnasts that provide these coaches with their livings. If it weren’t for these
gymnasts, the coaches wouldn’t have a job; but I suppose the same rings true for all tyrannical societies. If it weren’t for the
lower classes, the upper classes would have no legs to stand on. The lower classes give power to the influential. The USAG
(USA Gymnastics) could be considered the head governing body, but this group has no right to regulate what the coaches do to

1 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 36.
2 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 11.
3 Jennifer Sey, Chalked Up, pg. 120.
4 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 34.
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their gymnasts. “He forces kids to do things when they were hurt. His philosophy was the Eastern Bloc philosophy: If it isn’t
bleeding, don’t worry about it.”5 This quote is referring to the infamous Bela Karolyi. He is a gymnastics coach from Romania
who is famous for rigorously training United States’ gymnasts as if they were in the Eastern Bloc. Everyone in the gymnastics
world knows that he physically and mentally abuses these young girls, yet parents continue to send their children to him. This
proves my point about how some parents are in it for their own glory and don’t care about what actually happens to their chil-
dren. “So the choice becomes: do you want your child to win, or do you want your child to stay healthy?”6

This leads me to the worst part of gymnastics: ten-carrot-a-day diets. This is how we would refer to anorexia (at least in my
group of friends). I have known a few people, including myself, who have forced themselves onto just such a “diet.” Of course,
I soon realized that I enjoyed eating too much to ever force myself to give up food, but a lot of girls I knew thought this was a
great way to lose weight. The trend in gymnastics is skinny and young. “. . . fourteen-year-old Nadia Comaneci clutched a baby
doll after scoring the first perfect 10.0 in Olympic history. She was five feet tall and weighed 85 pounds. The decline in age and
size among American gymnasts since Comaneci’s victory is startling.”7 Smaller girls are able to do much more complicated ele-
ments. It comes easier to them because they don’t have curves throwing off their precarious balance and the wind resistance on
a skinnier body is much less. This led many of us to believe that we needed to have eating disorders in order to maintain a
body like that.

Coaches and gymnasts soon realized that puberty created the unwanted curves. In order to stave off puberty, girls would
perform more physical labor and maintain eating disorders. “Starving shuts down the menstrual cycle, the starving body knows
it cannot support a fetus, and thus blocks the onset of puberty. . . . If a girl isn’t menstruating, she isn’t producing estrogen.
Without estrogen, her bones weaken.”8 This is why stress fractures are so common amongst gymnasts (especially in the verte-
brae). These girls literally risk their lives for a culture that tells them they will never be good enough and that they will never be
perfect. Yet they continue to strive toward that perfection. A few have even given their lives to this impossible cause. Many
don’t even realize how dangerous eating disorders can be. All they know is that their coaches are going to weigh them before
and after each practice and if they haven’t lost weight, they will be kicked out of the gym and maybe off the team itself. “They
were punished for weight gain, as were their adoptive hosts, with emotional abuse and name calling. These notorious coaches
had no patience for mistakes or tearfulness or an extra half pound.”9 Not only do the coaches weigh the girls during practices,
they also have control over their food supply whenever they are away at meets (competitions). Many gymnasts, especially the
elite ones, have to travel long distances to get to gymnastics meets. While they are away, they stay in hotels and their coaches
have full control over their food intake. “Scoring food was like a game to gymnasts . . . coaches used to search under the mat-
tresses, under the beds and in the trash for signs of food.”10 These girls may have made it into a game, but controlling food was
their coach’s way of controlling them.

The leaders of this society put such an unnecessary strain on these young girls, it’s amazing that another society (namely
the United States) has yet to intervene. This may seem like torture to the outside world, but it is really no different from cul-
tures that force their women to bind their feet or to wrap copper coils around their necks. It’s all about identity, and in this
world, skinny girls are their identity. I am not saying this is right, but it is a trend in this society.

I realize that these atrocities shouldn’t upset me because I am supposed to be taking an unbiased view of this culture, but I
can’t help thinking that gymnastics is nothing more than a culture within a culture. The culture of the United States dictates
the culture of the United State’s gymnasts. As Americans, we feel the need to win at everything, and we always have to be right.
Unfortunately, we pass these traits onto our children and those children are the ones who either become gymnasts or grow up
to become coaches. For example, Romania is a very harsh country that does not treat their citizens very well. Anyone who has
watched the Olympics knows that they are even more obsessed with winning than we are. They will go to any lengths to stand
atop that podium with a shiny gold medal hanging around their necks. Bela Karolyi, who grew up surrounded by this need for
perfection, soon created a gym that also demanded this type of precision. When he defaulted to the United States, he did not
change his style of coaching. This is how an outside society was quickly able to affect the smaller societies within it.

5 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 27.
6 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 150.
7 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 65.
8 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 9.
9 Jennifer Sey, Chalked Up, pg. 78.
10 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 71.
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There are also different types of gymnastics. For example, there was High School Gymnastics and USAG. For me, USAG
was much more structured. This was what we called “club gymnastics” because the girls competing in it belonged to a club in
which they had to pay for the coaching and the use of the apparatuses, whereas, high school gymnastics was much more
relaxed. This was run, as suggested by the name, through the High School. Anyone could join this team, even if they had never
done gymnastics, and you didn’t have to pay a lot of money for it. I enjoyed high school gymnastics much more than USAG. It
was much more comfortable. It was a place where you could be friends with the other gymnasts and not have to worry about
competing against them. In high school gymnastics, the team score was all that really mattered, not the individual score. It
made me feel like we were all working toward a common goal. It also made me feel like my coaches weren’t going to force me
to do something I didn’t want to do. In USAG, my coaches knew that I hated it, yet they still found ways to force me to com-
pete. The only time I truly loved gymnastics was when I was in a relaxed atmosphere, marching out into a rival’s gymnasium
with the rest of my team. This tells me that there are many different cultures and structures within the world of gymnastics. We
play a different role in each of them: a teammate in one, an individual competitor in another, etc.

As one can see through my high school experience, not everything about gymnastics is bad. Gymnastics offers a structured
life that some kids don’t get outside the gym. It offers a release for some kids, like me, who have too much energy. It also can
offer an escape from things like a bad home-life and even the outside world. Gymnastics creates an environment of hard work
and, as long as the coaches don’t take it too far, this can teach very good morals. These good morals can carry over into other
facets of life, like school and future jobs. The discipline a child finds in the gym can keep that kid out of trouble. Gymnastics
takes up so much time and energy, children don’t have time to go out and get into trouble. It keeps kids off the “streets,” so-to-
speak. This kind of structure and order can be very helpful to children of any background.

In gymnastics, it is very easy to make friends with people that you otherwise would never have met. “While socioeconomic
disparities would have normally prevented us from meeting and becoming pals, gymnastics brought us together.”11 Children
get to meet other kids from all over the state and, occasionally, even the country. The friendships that form within the gym cre-
ate strong bonds. I am still friends with many of the girls I spent long hours in the gym with. No one understands gymnasts
the way other gymnasts do. People at school either think you are strange because you don’t have time to spend with other chil-
dren outside of the gym, or they think you are some kind of party trick. They have no problem asking you to do a flip whenev-
er they find out you’re a gymnast. Nobody else seemed to understand what I went through while growing up, but I knew my
gymnastics friends were in the same position as me. It was an unspoken bond between us. It was a connection through hard
work and an understanding of a sport that most people would never even consider doing.

Another shared bond between gymnasts is also another reason why gymnastics is its own culture. We all have a shared lan-
guage that people outside of the gymnastics world wouldn’t understand. We would talk about “gym-acros” and “acro-series.”
We’d talk “flip-flops” and “yurchenkos” and even “sukes.” If I said I was going to do a “straddle three-quarter to a Shushanova”
or a “front step out to back double full” would anyone outside of this sport comprehend that? Only a gymnast (or maybe even
a gymnastics fan) would understand what we meant by these, but our language made perfect sense to us.

Looking back on my time spent in gymnastics, I sometimes wonder whether I was crazy to have worked that hard with no
particular goal in mind. But then I realize that I wouldn’t be the person I am today without gymnastics. I think back to the
tricks I used to do and the freedom I felt flying through the air. I remember the nerves I felt going into a big competition. I
remember how good it felt to win something. I even remember the injuries, each one helping to strengthen me beyond all rea-
son. Gymnastics is a great sport, as long as one finds the right coaches to train them. I meant to base this ethnography on the
coaches that aren’t fit to teach. I wanted to show the world of gymnastics that people don’t see on television. I wonder whether
I was too harsh on this sport; but I also fear I may have even made too many excuses for these horrid practices. I hope people
understand that gymnastics is not all bad, but it’s not all good either. It is a very complex society with a very structured culture.
Gymnasts play different roles in each separate setting. But we all have an understanding, and that’s what truly makes us a com-
munity.

11 Joan Ryan, Little Girls in Pretty Boxes, pg. 116.
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China in Africa:
A Look at China’s Rising Influence in Africa and its Consequences
Adam Schwartz

When it comes to helping the developing nations in the world to get ahead, there is little doubt that the countries of the
industrialized world dominate this. These nations, including the European countries, the United States, Japan and others coun-
tries considered to be part of the Western or industrialized world, are the leading force not only when it comes to trade rela-
tions with the developing world, but they also give by far the most in development assistance. Yet in recent years China, of
course not a member of the Western world, but probably more strikingly itself considered part of the developing world, has
started to step more prominently onto the international aid and development stage, determined to help other fellow developing
countries out of their plight. While one could assume that China is just another donor, going along established paths and using
proven methods, their stance towards aid and development has sparked widespread criticism from the Western world. And one
continent where the Chinese approach, which China itself describes as one of “non-interference,”1 and the Western system
experience the greatest “clash,” is Africa.

Of all the developing nations in the world, Africa harbors the most. Of the 53 African countries, 36 are among the least
developed countries on the globe.2 With few exceptions, the remaining countries fare little better. Their political landscape is
still dominated by dictatorships and despotic regimes; democratic process often moves painfully slow and is so fragile that slight
shifts of power thwart the progress of years. This makes Africa the major recipient of international aid, receiving over 30% of all
Western development assistance.3 But just as the Western world has established interests in Africa, China also has considerable
stakes in Africa’s future, but those differ greatly from those of the West. The purpose of this paper then is to explore what those
Chinese interest are, why their development programs are considered to be so different, how they justify their approach, and
what the possible outcomes China’s approach could have for Africa and China itself.

First, to fully understand why China’s approach is considered so different, one has to understand how the West operates in
Africa, historically as well as in modern times. The Western world, and in the case of Africa especially Europe, has had strong
connections and interests with the “dark continent” since the beginning of the colonial age in the 16th century. At first, ambi-
tions to enter Africa were mostly of economical and religious nature. Getting resources and exotic commodities, as well as the
spread of Christianity among the “savages” became the main motives for going beyond the continental boundaries. With the
emergence of the nation-state, and thus stronger inter-continental competition in Europe, overseas territories also gained politi-
cal meaning, as a measure of power as an alternative to continental warfare. Of course, as a source of resources Africa remained
important especially for fueling the industrial revolutions in Europe. With the start of the 20th century, science also replaced
religion as a motive for colonialism. The emergence of Social Darwinism convinced the West of its racial superiority, and there-
fore felt it to be its duty to rule the “inferior” people in its colonies. This racial current, which also fueled the rising nationalism
in Europe, not only gave way to the Holocaust, but also ingrained a deep racial bias towards the developing world. As a result
of the industrialization, fierce nationalism and ever-stronger inter-European competition, the two world wars gave way to the
end of colonialism. Realizing their false assumption of superiority, and partly because of the cost and emerging nationalist
movements in their colonies, the West granted independence to over 120 countries between 1943 and the start of the 21st cen-
tury. While ceding their direct control over the former colonies, the West retained their influence over Africa (and the rest of
the world) through economic and military means. During the Cold War, the non-aligned world, with a plurality being found
in Africa, became a stage for the East-West conflict. Using the developing world as a staging ground to fight proxy conflicts and
wars, and each side trying to woo the non-aligned nations onto their side, the involved sides tried to enforce the foreign policy
often with illegitimate means and catastrophic long-term effects, many of which still haunt the African continent. With the end
of the Cold War, the West then started to concentrate on repairing the damage caused by them, and also pay especially great
attention to human rights, such as rights of expression, freedom from oppression, participation in government, education,

1 “China’s Position on Establishing a New International Political and Economic Order,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, 18 August 2003,
<www.fmprc.gov.cn/en/wjdt/wjzc/t24883.htm> (6 April 2007).

2 “DAC List of ODA Recipients.” OECD-DAC, 19 January 2007,
<http://www.oecd.org/document/45/0,2340,en_2649_33721_2093101_1_1_1_1,00.html> (28 April 2007).

3 “Recipient Aid Charts,” OECD-DAC, 2003-2005, <http://www.oecd.org/countrylist/0,2578,en_2649_33721_25602317_1_1_1_1,00.html>
(24 April 2007); “Aid Dependency,” World Bank – World Development Indicators, 6 October 2006,
<http://devdata.worldbank.org/wdi2006/contents/Section6.htm> (24 April 2007).
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access to food, clean water and health care, as well as the protection of the environment, political stability and economic
growth.4

And those ideas shape much of the ways the West is engaged in Africa today. An even though trade and private investment
play a large role, more than half of all the financial flow into Africa is aid and development money, which amounts to over 30%
of all aid that the Western world hands out.5 This number becomes even more significant, when taking into account the popu-
lation of the receiving countries. In the case of the total amount of aid given by the Development Assistance Committee
(DAC)6, $103 billion7 in 2006, with an estimate increase to $120 billion in 2010,8 the money given to Africa means that one-
fifth of the world’s population gets one-third of all the aid. But of course this money, consisting of debt relief, humanitarian aid
and technical development, is not given to the African nations to use at their own discretion. Following the idea of the new
human-rights, the West believes that the developing world is not able to develop by itself, and therefore, attaches conditions,
restrictions and parameters onto their aid. This approach of “strings-attached” development is thought to ensure that funds are
used to their maximum efficiency, and ultimately get where they are supposed to go. But this system presents itself as a two-
sided sword to the African countries; by accepting development aid, which they can not refuse to take in any case, means also
that a great amount of national self-determination and sovereignty have to be ceded to the conditions set by the donor coun-
tries and organizations. Being basically able to shape the national policies of the recipient, the Western donors again exert enor-
mous amount of control over the developing world. This power then can of course be used to direct the political and economi-
cal development of a country to benefit the donor as much or even more than the recipient.

Criticizing this way the Western world to exerts control over the developing world, China offers a completely different
approach, at least when it comes to the point of how the aid is given out. The defining factor between the relationship between
China and Africa is that it is a developing nation dealing with other developing nations. Belonging to the same group of
nations9, each having to more or less deal with the influence the West is trying to exercise over them, has created a sense of soli-
darity between Africa and China (and other developing countries). China’s foreign policy statement explicitly calls for “mutual
respect of sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, and mutual non-interference in internal affairs.”10 This
statement is reflected in China developmental policy. What the West often refers to as “rogue aid”11 has its origin in the histori-
cal relationship between China and Africa.

Like the West, China has long been in contact with Africa. Beginning thousands of years ago with Chinese merchants
reaching the Western African coast, in modern times their relationship is mostly defined by their common status as developing
nations, and their shared belief to face the neo-imperialistic aspirations of the developed countries. During the Cold War China
largely served as a role model for African nations, ideologically as well as politically. Just having reached independence, China
was an example of stability and self-reliance to many African leaders. Their political system was seen, and marketed by China,
as an alternative to capitalism and Soviet-style communism. Trying to build their own nations, Africans also admired the disci-
pline and the symbolism that were so prominent in China at that time. Though China recognized the admiration it received,
they cautioned African leaders from blindly copying the Chinese model, but rather “pick and choose” the elements that fit their

4 According to policy and mission statements, and requirements for developmental assistance of US Agency for International Development, 29 April 2007
<www.usaid.gov>; Department for International Development, 29 April 2007, <www.dfid.gov.uk>; Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und
Entwicklung, 29 April 2007, <www.bmz.de>; World Bank, 29 April 2007, <www.worldbank.gov>; International Monetary Fund, 29 April 2007,
www.imf.org.

5 “Aid is the Largest Source of External Finance for Sub-Saharan Africa,” WTO –World Development Indicators 2006,
<http://devdata.worldbank.org/wdi2006/contents/Section6.htm> (27 April 2007).

6 The DAC is part of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD); its members include Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, United Kingdom and United States.

7 “Net ODA in 2006,” OECD-DAC, 3 April 2007, <http://www.oecd.org/document/11/0,2340,en_2649_34485_1894347_1_1_1_1,00.html> (26 April 2007).
8 “Final ODA Data for 2005,” OECD-DAC, 6 December 2006, <http://www.oecd.org/document/11/0,2340,en_2649_34485_1894347_1_1_1_1,00.html>
(26April 2007).

9 Or, alternatively, this could be seen as being defined as the same by the West.
10 “China’s Position on Establishing a New International Political and Economic Order,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, 18 August 2003,
<http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt/wjzc/t24883.htm> (6 April 2007).

11 Moises Naim, “Help Not Wanted,” NYT, 15 February 2007,
<http://select.times.com/search/restricted/article?res=FB0610FC3C5A0C768DDDAB0894DF404482>
(7 April 2007).
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circumstances.12 Trade during that time only played a minor role, climbing only slightly over $1 billion in total volume in
1990.13

With the end of the Cold War, the relationship between Africa and China entered a new phase. And the one event that
defines the kind of relationship Africa and China have today are the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989, when anti-govern-
ment protests left many protesters dead or injured, and led to massive crackdowns by the Chinese government against civil
groups and minorities. Western criticism reached such high levels that resulted in weapons embargoes against China by the US
and European governments. In the aftermath Westerners were also warned and discouraged by their governments from traveling
to the PRC. The reaction from African countries in contrast mostly voiced criticism on the protesters, hailed the resolve of the
Chinese authorities, and condemned the reaction of the Western governments. Mirroring the official Chinese foreign policy,
this reaction by the African states is as much a feeling of solidarity towards China, as well as clever political calculation, result-
ing in a symbiotic relationship in which both sides have to move carefully in order not to jeopardize the benefits that they are
able to reap from each other.

On the Chinese side, the benefits from having a strong relationship are mainly economical and political. Politically, China
sees itself as the protector of the interests of the developing world. Within the international community, and especially in
organizations like the UN, this position enables China to be able to count on the support of the developing world, and espe-
cially of the African nations, which with its 53 countries make up over one quarter of the membership of the United Nations.
This support also helps China to shield itself from criticism of its human-rights record, by asserting that human rights in the
view of the developing world also include “‘economic rights’ and ‘rights of subsistence.’”14 With most African leaders agreeing
with this attitude, China is thus able to legitimize themselves in the international arena, even against the opposition of the
Western world and their definition of human rights. The international support China receives from Africa also helps the PRC
to contain the ambition of the Republic of China (better known as Taiwan) to gain international recognition which would then
give Taiwan the ability to claim formal independence from the People’s Republic on the mainland. A contentious issue in main-
land China’s politics, the PRC can again rely on their African partners. China’s yearlong campaign to establish formal diplomat-
ic relations, often pressing African countries to end existing diplomatic relations with Taiwan through political and mainly eco-
nomic pressure, has been mostly successful. As of 2007, China has formal diplomatic relations with 46 of the 53 African coun-
tries, leaving Taiwan with only seven African diplomatic partners.15 Of course the economic benefits today play a very impor-
tant role for China. Especially with the impressive yearlong economic boom in the PRC, resources from Africa have gained
immense importance. As of 2005 over 25% of Chinese oil imports16, a total of 3.18 million barrels per day17, come from Africa.
Other African countries supply China with valuable raw materials like copper, platinum, iron ore, and therefore play an impor-
tant role in sustaining China’s industrial growth rate of over 22%.18

For Africa the close partnership with China also carries political and economical benefits. A remnant from the Cold War,
Africa lacks effective international representation, especially in the UN Security Council, which with its binding resolution,
often has a profound impact on the world. Even though African countries always provide three of the 10 non-permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council, they lack the veto power of the five permanent members and even through numbers are not able
to override unfavorable decisions on their own.19 But their close relationship, and their support for Chinese affairs on interna-
tional issues (when numbers count, such as in the General Assembly or on committees), has enabled them to count on China’s
veto power when contentious issues are at stake in the Security Council. Economically Africa benefits as much from China, as
the PRC does from the African nations. As noted before the economic boom in China in the last several years contributes

12 George T. Yu, “Dragon in the Bush: Peking’s Presence in Africa,” Asian Survey Vol. 8 No. 12 (Dec. 1968), <http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0004-
4687%28196812%3A12%3C118%3ADITBPP%3F2.0.CO%3B2-6> (7 April 2007).

13 Ian Taylor, “China’s Foreign Policy towards Africa in the 1990s,” The Journal of Modern African Studies Vol. 30 No. 3 (Sept. 1998),
<http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-278X%28199809%2936%3A3%3C443%3ACFPTAI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-0> (7 April 2007).

14 See supra 13.
15 These countries include Burkina Faso, Chad, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal and Swaziland. Of those all, except Swaziland,
are ranked as ‘least developed countries’ (See supra 2).

16 Howard W. French, “China in Africa – All Trade, with No Political Baggage,” NYT, 8 August 2004,
<http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/08/international/asia/08china.html> (26 April 2007).

17 “China – Economic Profile,” The CIAWorld Factbook 2007, 17 April 2007, <https://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html> (28 April 2007).
18 2006 estimate, see supra 17.
19 “Membership in 2007,” UN Security Council Members, <http://www.un.org/sc/members.asp> (27 April 2007).
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mostly to the expanded trade relations between China and Africa. While the trade volume between both of them only barely
breached the $1 billion mark in 1990 and only rose to about $5.6 billion in 1999,20 in 2006 it reached a staggering $50.2 bil-
lion21. Together with its diplomatic relations, the Chinese-African partnership is manifested in its trade relations. China today is
among the major trading partners of most African states, with only a few countries having only minor trade relations with the
PRC. In certain countries China even has become the leading non-African trading partner. Notably among these states are
countries like Sudan and Zimbabwe, which due to their human-rights records are often isolated by the West. Those countries
benefit the most of China’s promise to keep out of internal affairs and let “business [be] business”22, and rely on the trade with
the PRC to keep their country afloat. This is one part of China’s behavior on the international stage that receives criticism from
the West, which claims that China’s support of the regimes in countries like Sudan and Zimbabwe undermines the West’s
attempt to pressure those states to undergo political reform. Of course, aside from China’s disregard for human-rights (as
defined by the West), the influx of cheap Chinese products onto the African market can have and locally already has negative
effects on the native African manufacturing industry.23

Other points of Western criticism of China are the direct investments by the Chinese government and businesses into
Africa. While Western investment comes in form of “strings-attached” development aid, Chinese investment comes “without
any conditions attached.”24 Enabled by their national reserves of $1.034 trillion,25 the largest in the world, China is literary able
to hand out cash in any amount to anybody in anyway they please. And this comes much to the frustration of Western coun-
tries and international institution. Only recently in January 2007, the World Bank had to admit “defeat” as their $5 million
offer to repair and clean-up the Nigerian railways system was rejected, because the Chinese government promised to give $9
billion to the Nigerian government to built a complete new railway system.26 Similar investments include $2 billion in soft-
loans to Angola as part of a long-term package; $140 million investment into Zambian mines; investments into the conflict-
ridden Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC); $3 billion investments in Nigerian oil pipelines together with an $800 mil-
lion oil contract over 30tsd barrels/oil per day with Nigeria; and numerous other investments.27 While only a part of those
Chinese investments are given to despotic regimes or intended to directly undermine Western influence, Western governments
and institutions lament the lack of oversight and accountability of those investments. Without conditions attached to develop-
ment aid, the West claims, African governments are not bound to put the received money to good use, giving them the oppor-
tunity to personally enrich themselves instead of using the money to further national progress. They also point out that loans,
given out freely by the Chinese without thorough assessment of the recipients’ financial situation, on the long run, will worsen
Africa’s financial situation, raising their already high level of debt instead of decreasing it, which is one of the goals the Western
worlds has for Africa.

What the ultimate outcome of Chinese involvement in Africa is uncertain. Western warnings, as noted above, are certainly
valid, and more accountability and oversight would surely be desirable. Yet, even Western development money, with all its’ safe-
guards, has not been safe from corrupt recipients. In the end, only time will be able to tell if predictions about Africa’s slipping
further into debt because of lack of control will turn out to be true, or if China’s “blind eye” approach to despotic regimes will
hamper African democratic progress. But even against Western opposition, China’s policy of non-involvement can certainly be
legitimized. This might not be consistent with Western perception of human rights and responsible foreign policy, but China’s
strength lies in numbers, with many developing countries having at least sympathy for China’s policy if not outright agreement.

20 Peter Brookes and Ji Hye Shin, “China’s Influence in Africa: Implications for the United States” The Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 1916, 22
February 2006, <http://www.heritage.org/research/asiaandthepacific/bg1916.cfm> (28 April 2007).

21 “Total Import & Export Value by Country (Region) (2006/1-11),” Ministry of Commerce of the PRC, 15 January 2007, <http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/aar-
ticle/statistic/ie/200701/20070104268777.html> (30 April 2007).

22 See supra 16.
23 Princeton N. Lyman, “China’s Rising Role in Africa,” Council on Foreign Relations, 21 July 2005,
<http://www.cfr.org/publications/8436/chinas_role_in_africa.html> (30 April 2007).

24 “China’s Stand on South-South Cooperation,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC, 18 August 2003,
<http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt/wjzc/t24884.htm> (6 April 2007).

25 “China: Economic Profile,” The CIA World Factbook 2006, <https://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html> (20 April 2007).
26 See supra 11.
27 See supra 20 and 23.
28 Jeffery Gettleman, “Rebels Storm a Chinese-Run Oil Field in Ethiopia, Killing 70,” New York Times, 25 April 2007,
<http://select.nytimes.com/search/restricted/article?res=F30F1FFB3F5A0C768EDDAD0894DF404482> (25 April 2007).
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Instead of giving into Western pressure, China will rather have to change its policy because of its deepened involvement in
Africa. With China’s hunger for energy sources steadily rising, their involvement with its main African trading partners will also
increase. Conflicts, which are often found in oil-rich countries like, Angola, the DRC, Ethiopia and especially Nigeria and
Sudan pose an heightened risk of interrupting oil flow to China. Only recently nine Chinese oil-workers were killed by
Ethiopian rebels during a raid of a Chinese oil field, with seven other Chinese kidnapped which were later released. In another
incident in conflict-ridden Nigeria, Chinese workers where again kidnapped from a Chinese oil field.28 To ensure the safety of
its citizens, which are often deployed in the most dangerous areas in Africa, and ensuring that their oil supply remains constant,
China at some point will have to get involved in the domestic politics of its trading partners. In the case of Sudan, China has
already started to change its ways. With the on-going genocide in Darfur, Sudan is receiving heavy international critic for its
involvement in the conflict. China, as Sudan’s main trading partner, has long resisted in joining into the criticism. Yet, recently
they used their economic and political leverage to push the Sudanese government to agree to a UN Peacekeeping Mission, but
China still resists joining into sanctions given Sudan’s status as a major Chinese oil supplier.29

But with China’s ascension to become a global power, this type of careful diplomacy could become one of its trademarks.
Having a great amount of respect among African nations, more so industrialized nations, together with their economic involve-
ment in Africa, China could be a key to African success. Excluding or belittling China’s might on the “dark continent,” might
be in the short-term interest of the Western world, but for long-term solutions, China certainly needs to play a major role in
stabilizing Africa. As a new global power, sitting on one level with the industrialized world, China might also have the power to
redefine and challenge currently established principles, such as human rights, especially with the majority of the developing
world behind them.
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The issue of immigration and its effects on the labor market is a hot topic through much of the world, and Germany is
no exception. Home to one of the most prominent economies in the world, Germany has a large population of immigrants,
and due to much native hostility, they have passed a series of laws to help curb this perceived problem. These laws include the
Residence Act, the Immigration Act and a practice similar to the American system of green cards. Even with the passing of
these laws, immigrants continue to cross Germany’s borders prompting heavy discrimination in the labor market.

In order to assess the issue of immigration in Germany, it is important to look at both the labor market and the economy
in this booming nation. Germany has “the world’s third largest economy in USD exchange rate terms, the fifth largest by pur-
chasing power parity, and the largest economy in Europe.”1 Germany is extremely export oriented, selling machinery, vehicles,
chemicals, metals, and textiles abroad, to name a few. Because of this, Germany received $1.361 trillion toward its reported
GDP of $3.259 trillion in 2007 accounting for over 40% of the nation’s Gross Domestic Product.2 Germany suffered a relative-
ly high unemployment rate of 9% in the summer of 2007, though this was the lowest rate Germany has achieved since World
War II. Furthermore, this statistic is not measured in the same manner that our country calculates unemployment. In Germany,
anyone who works less than 15 hours is considered unemployed by German standards, which accounts for about one quarter of
the national unemployed. It is also important to understand that there are fewer workers who are termed “long term sick” in
Germany than in the U.S. Many of these workers in the U.S. are accused of being discouraged workers, but in reality make this
claim due to the ease of attaining more a substantial, and longer term benefits than those of unemployment insurance. The
unemployment benefits in Germany are much more liberal, with longer terms and higher payouts, providing no incentive to
make this false claim. Although an unemployment rate of 9% in the U.S. would seem outrageous, these circumstances in
Germany lighten the burden on their economy. Germany has a fairly even distribution of wealth, with a Gini index of 28 in
2005, compared to a Gini index of 46.9 in America the same year. In 1997, the wealthiest 10 percent of Germans owned
25.1% of the wealth, while the poorest 10 percent owned 3.6% of the wealth. The labor market is composed mainly of servic-
es, which account for 70% of the GDP, and 71.3% of the workforce, consisting of 38.7 million people. The industrial sector
makes up a relatively large portion as well, employing 26.4% of the labor force and generating 29% of the GDP. Despite once
being a largely agrarian society, agriculture now makes up only a small portion of the German economy, utilizing only 2.2% of
the labor force and producing 1% of the gross domestic product. Despite the flourishing economy of Germany, it has its share
of developing problems. With one of the lowest birth rates in the world and a lengthening life expectancy, the native workforce
is in danger of diminishing to the point that it can’t support Germany’s economy. The fertility rate was 1.39 in 2005, well
below the replacement rate of 2.1, and the median age in Germany was 43.4 in 2007, indicating an aging native workforce in
need of foreign labor, regardless of how the German public feels.

When there is a need for more labor than a country can provide with its native workforce, immigrants are quick to react.
In search of better opportunities, Immigrants from around the world flock to Germany in hopes of improving their lives.
Today’s current population of 82.6 million is made up of 7.35 million (8.9%) immigrants. The largest portion of these immi-
grants originates from Turkey, followed by the Czech Republic, but the rest come from about 40 other countries. There are
many perks to German citizenship that immigrants seek, including access to its social benefits, admittance to the entire EU
labor market, any wage premium paid by discriminating employers to citizens, political aspirations in the EU, and rights to
own property in Germany and the European Union (EU).3 Concentration of immigrant population tends to be highest in the
areas where the unemployment rates are the lowest. However, a few exceptions are apparent around the German cities of
Cologne and Berlin, possibly in hopes of attaining one of many jobs available in these cities. There was a large influx of immi-
grants around 1970 when guest workers were being recruited, followed by a drop to negative net immigration in 1974 when
this program was terminated. A few years later, the net immigration surged back to positive values, but was reversed by the
recession in the early 1980s. This demonstrates the volatility of net immigration into Germany, with a strong correlation
between labor market strength and the entry of immigrants. During times of expansion, it’s easy for immigrants to enter the
labor market, so they penetrate Germany’s borders, but what is required to enter the German workforce? Germany does not
consider itself in need of a large number of immigrants and therefore limits immigration through multiple laws. Laws require
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that citizens of other countries within the European Union be allowed to apply for and obtain work in Germany without dis-
crimination. Conversely, outsiders from the EU have difficulty entering the German labor market, particularly unskilled work-
ers. However, there are multiple options for one who wishes to enter the German workforce; ranging from work and student
visas, to a system designed to help entrepreneurs. Foreign students in German universities are allowed to work in Germany for
up to one year as long as it is related to their field of study. Work permits are granted only on a basis of demonstrated need or
justification that it would be in the public interest. Special care is taken when deciding whether to admit foreign entrepreneurs
into Germany, requiring that they fulfill certain requirements. First, the proposed business must be a benefit to German society
and there must be a regional need for said business. There must be an expected positive effect on the German economy and the
entrepreneur must guarantee financing. Then the German government investigates whether or not a German citizen could do
the proposed job. An unwritten rule implies that if a minimum of ten jobs are created and an investment of at least one million
Euros is made, the proposal is likely to be approved. The Nationality Act was put into effect on January first and allows chil-
dren born in Germany to foreign parents the right to citizenship. This act also shortened the amount of time a person must live
legally in Germany before they can attain German citizenship. “By the end of 2003 about 660,000 foreigners had become natu-
ralized German citizens due to the new law. By comparison, in the 1990s, fewer than 100,000 people a year were naturalized in
Germany.”4 The final option for working within Germany, as well as the rest of the EU, is the proposal of the European Union
Blue Card. The minimum requirement for an EU blue card would be an offer for one year of employment contract at a wage
equal to three times the minimum wage. However, if the cardholder became unemployed for more than three months, the card
would be revoked. The blue card would be valid for two years and renewable, giving permanent residency automatically after
five years. The proposed blue card would allow holders, and their immediate families, to live work and travel within the EU.
Once again, the blue card is used to target highly skilled workers, leaving unskilled laborers unaffected. Even with a need for
skilled workers, there has been much opposition to the blue card within Germany. German Economy Minister Michael Glos
said “Germany could not take in large numbers of foreign workers just because it needs them at one particular moment.”5 The
fear of security threats by international terrorists, forces immigrants from Muslim and African countries to face inquiries by
police, used as nothing more than a form of harassment.

This opposition to foreign labor can be seen in many aspects of the German economy, including in its liberal social benefit
system, language proficiency barriers, and violent resistance to immigrant workers, and lower wages for immigrant workers.
Residents of Germany are eligible for unemployment insurance, health benefits, sickness coverage, maternity benefits, child
allowances, and pensions. Workers from other EU countries are able to transfer and retain social security entitlements while
they work in Germany. Likewise, workers from the U.S., Canada, and Australia are allowed to make claims for benefits during
the time they worked in both nations. The unemployment insurance covers all employed workers except for the self employed
as long as they maintain 360 days of employment over three years. The amount and duration of these benefits are then calculat-
ed based on you work history in regard to previous contributions. Health benefits cover medical, dental hospital stays, medica-
tions, rehabilitation, nursing care and orthodontics. Sickness coverage requires that employees pay your full salary for 6 weeks
and then pays 70 percent of your gross earning for up to 78 weeks within a three year period. Maternity benefits give new
mothers 14 weeks of full pay with a longer duration under circumstances of health risks. Finally, child allowances are a monthly
rate paid for each child up to 18 years old, 21 years old if unemployed, and 27 if they are a full time student. Despite this liber-
al social safety net for German and EU residents, these benefits are out of reach to immigrant workers until they fulfill their res-
idency requirements. Another way of discriminating against these migrant workers is the requirements to promote integration
into the German culture. Some sectors of the labor market require that a person passes a German language proficiency test in
order to be considered for a position of employment. Other federally funded integration courses are offered as well, although
they are not required, just recommended. There have been violent uprisings throughout history in Germany in response to the
growing number of immigrant laborers. With an unemployment rate of seven to nine percent, it is understandable that native
workers fear being undercut by immigrant laborers, willing to work for lower wages. The German culture is quite different than
that of America, specifically, riots and protests are more widespread and accepted than in America. These riots have resulted in
many deaths and arrests in resistance to foreign labor.

This anti-foreigner sentiment results in lower wages paid by employers. Many right-wing politicians argue to equalize
wages of Eastern European workers (i.e. Poland and the Czech Republic) to lessen the competition with a cheap labor force.
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However, even with lower wages, the immigrant workers do not have a substantial edge on the competition, due to labor force
discrimination. Gary Becker conducted a large amount of research on discrimination in labor markets, concluding that it leads
to inefficiency. Employers that are discriminatory perceive that the wage of an immigrant (WI) is equal to their actual wage
plus a perceived cost of employing an undesired immigrant. Becker’s formula for calculating the perceived wage of an undesired
employee is therefore: WI (1+d). In which d is a positive discrimination coefficient ranging from 0 to 1 quantifying their level
of discrimination. Although in Germany’s case, the labor market dictates lower wages for immigrant workers; their perceived
value may be greater than the wage of native workers (WN). Therefore, if [WI (1+d)] > WN, firms will hire no foreign work-
ers. Conversely, if [WI (1+d)] < WN, Firms will hire foreign labor. If the firm hires only foreign workers at their perceived
wage, they will hire too few workers, short of the level of equilibrium. Likewise, if the firm hires only native workers, they will
hire too few workers at a higher “real” wage. The factor of discrimination also applies to choices made by employees. Assume a
discriminatory native worker is offered a job in firm “A” with all native workers at wage $X, or a job at firm “B” with half
native and half foreign workers with wage $Y. Holding outside factors such as location, benefits, etc. constant, the employee is
likely to choose employment at firm “A” due to his preference to work with other native workers if the wage is constant. If the
wage at Firm “B” is higher, the employee may still choose to work at Firm “A” if it has a higher wage than the perceived wage
at Firm “B.” The wage at firm “B” is equal to [$Y (1-e)], in which e represents the perceived cost of working with immigrant
workers. If [$Y (1-e)] < $X, then the worker will choose to gain employment at firm “B” regardless of its lower real wage.
Although this does not generate a wage differential between equally skilled employees, or affect profitability of firms, it places
an intrinsic cost on the value of labor for workers with little tolerance to foreigners.

Although German workers, employers, and officials are opposed to the use of foreign labor, it is a necessity. “Business lead-
ers in Germany have complained in recent months that shortages in skilled workers such as engineers and computer specialists
could start to have a negative effect on the economy.” The arguments against allowing foreign workers to enter German in
times of need fail to recognize the dynamism of the flow of immigrants. With expansion and contraction of the German econo-
my, the flow of immigrants will adjust accordingly. As the German workforce continues to age, this skilled foreign labor will be
necessary to keep Germany at the forefront of Europe’s economy.
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In 1958, a Virginia couple was sentenced to one year in jail for violating a law that banned interracial marriage. The
woman was African American and the man was Anglo Saxon (Warren, 1967, 1). In 2001 Attorney General John Ashcroft pro-
posed a plan for more power to tap phones, view e-mails and to be able to deport foreigners after the terrorist attacks on
September 1 (Goldstein, Lacayo, 2001). In 2002, President Bush signed an order that allowed the government to monitor tele-
phone calls and e-mails of thousands of people without any types of warrants in an attempt to fight terrorism, as was later
explained to angry United States citizens. In 2004 a woman in North Carolina was fired from her job because a two hundred
year old law stated that it was illegal to live with someone that you were not married to. The law had been selectively enforced
but the Sheriff at the time supported it and believed that cohabitation was morally wrong. Between 1997 and 2003 seven
North Carolina citizens were convicted based on this law (Hartsoe, 2005). In 2006, a man named Joe Horney was told he had
to give up his home so that condos and retail shops could be built in place of it. The government calls this eminent domain.
The state offers compensation for the home, but there is no choice in the matter, your home can be taken by the government
regardless of how you feel about it (Cauchon, 2006). These are just some of the examples of how the government has obtained
too much power over the citizens of the United States. Now, picture a government who can tell you that you cannot marry the
person you love. Picture a government that has the power to force you to give birth to a child you do not want. Picture a gov-
ernment that has the power to tell you what you can and cannot wear. These are all very serious issues that need to be
addressed, but if the concern is not there, and the interest is not there, they will never be taken seriously.

In 1998, the annual Freshmen Survey was taken in regards to how students entering into college feel about politics. The
survey “has recorded the attributes, activities, expected educational outcomes, and life objectives of the students entering some
1600 institutions (Mann, 1999, 263).” The study found that only 26% of respondents kept informed and up to date on poli-
tics in the United States. It also found that while in high school, politics rated among the lowest of their concerns. “Freshmen
interest in keeping up to date with politics is now less than half of what it was in 1966 (58%) when the survey was first admin-
istered (Mann, 1999, 263).” With the decrease in political concern, there is a decrease in political knowledge. Someone who
does not care about politics is unlikely to take the time to learn about it or keep up to date as to what is going on in politics.
This paper looks to hypothesize that in the United States today, there is little concern for what is going on politically and with
that comes a lack of knowledge as to how much power we are allowing the government to have. Furthermore, our future
remains in the hands of people who do not seem to know or care what is going on around them unless it affects them personal-
ly, and if they realized it, or it affected them, they would be more inclined to do something about it. In doing this, gender will
be taken into account because of the knowledge that men are provably more likely to keep up to date on politics and consider
politics to be important (Mann, 263).

Significance
In realizing how little Americans know about politics and the government that runs their country, it’s hard not to point out

that governmental power has become extensive. If college students, being that someday the majority of them will run our coun-
try presumably, knew about the restrictions that are being placed on so many people around the country, would they care?
Would they want to make a change? Awareness seems to be the first step in promoting change and by conducting a survey and
writing this paper, awareness might be raised. It intends to notify people that we need to be careful how much power the gov-
ernment has and at the same time notify them that already we have given up more of our freedoms then we may realize. True,
there are countries far worse off than ours, but it raises the question, why does the state feel the need to interfere with our lives
especially on points that should not affect anyone but us?

Literature Review
In the summer of 1958, Mildred Jeter and Richard Loving were married. Mildred was an African American woman and
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Richard Loving was an Anglo Saxon man. They were married in the District of Columbia but shortly after, they moved to
Virginia. The Circuit Court of Caroline County issued an indictment charging the Lovings with violating a Virginia law that
banned interracial marriage. On January 6, 1959, the Lovings pleaded guilty to the charge and were initially sentenced to one
year in jail, except that the judge residing over the case suspended their charge for a period of twenty five years with the idea
that the Lovings would leave the state of Virginia and not return for the entirety of those twenty five years. The judge believed
that God had separated the races for a reason and that God himself never wanted the races to mix (Warren, 1). Once the
Lovings were sentenced they moved back to the District of Columbia but they filed a motion in 1963 to override the judge’s
decision based on the fact that the law violated the fourteenth amendment. The Lovings were punished based on laws that were
established specifically to avoid interracial marriages. The first law they violated was 20-58 of the Virginia Code entitled
“Leaving State to evade law” (Warren, 1). Basically it stated that a couple could not leave Virginia just to be interracially mar-
ried and then return back to Virginia. Then they were also charged for the initial marriage by section 20-59 of the Virginia
Code which is entitled “Punishment for marriage” (Warren, 1). At the time of the case, Virginia was among sixteen other states
that prohibited interracial marriages. The Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia referred to another case in helping them deter-
mine this Loving vs. Virginia. In a previous 1955 case Naim vs. Naim the court ruled that the laws were valid because the state
was trying to “preserve the racial integrity of its citizens, and to prevent the corruption of blood” (Warren, 2). They also rea-
soned that the regulations of a marriage should be left up to the state according to the Tenth Amendment, which basically
ensures the right to the state over anything that the Constitution does not actually name as the government’s power. Chief
Justice Warren released a speech summarizing these opinions of the court. Basically, it was determined through the Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals that this law was reasonable and “preserved the racial integrity of its citizens” (Warren, 2). However,
the Supreme Court unanimously ruled this law unconstitutional and all sixteen states were forced to erase the law. “The free-
dom to marry has long been recognized as one of the viral personal rights essential to the orderly pursuit of happiness by free
men (Warren, 3).” The government should not have the power to tell a person who they can and cannot marry, based on race
or anything else for that matter. “Under our Constitution, the freedom to marry, or not marry, a person of another race resides
with the individual and cannot be infringed by the State (Warren, 4).” This case is nearly fifty years old and yet it so perfectly
describes an instance where the state attempts to control a matter that quite frankly, should be none of their business. A mar-
riage between a man and a woman has no affect on the state, and therefore, the government should not have the power to con-
trol it. This article supports the hypothesis that people generally don’t concern themselves with laws until it affects them per-
sonally. This law probably would not have been questioned if the Lovings hadn’t stood up for the law that affected them so
deeply.

The issue of abortion has been a long standing debate in the United States, whether you’re pro-choice or pro-life, and the
debate seems endless. Whatever side you are on may not make a difference because in the end it comes down to what the
courts decide (Robinson, 1). Until Roe vs. Wade overturned abortion laws in the United States, it was a matter of what the state
decided as to whether or not you could have an abortion (Robinson, 1). Roe vs. Wade was a case in 1973 where a single woman
(Roe) brought a suit against Texas questioning its abortion laws. The court eventually ruled that laws banning abortion violate
the fourteenth amendment, which ensures a person’s right to privacy from the state. It determined that as long as the abortion
was for the “preservation of health” for the mother, then an abortion was legally allowed. The term “preservation of health” was-
n’t specifically defined and so it could really mean anything. Some worry though, if Roe vs. Wade is overturned that many states
will go back to having anti-abortion laws. Sixteen states still have laws restricting abortion rights and if the Roe vs. Wade law is
overturned, some fear the state laws may be back in effect (Robinson, 2). The article does not even begin to address the many
reasons that could exist for someone wanting an abortion, none of which are the business of the state. An abortion is a private
matter and is not something that the state should interfere in.

Every year an annual study is conducted of college freshmen. It questions their priorities as far as politics, leadership, family
structure and so forth. In 1998 the study was released with record lows for students showing political interest. “Freshmen who
said that ‘keeping up to date with political affairs’ is a very important or essential life goal comprised only 26% of respondents
(Mann, 263).” This could be in part due to the fact that only 14% of the students said they had discussed politics in high
school. The study showed that receiving political information was only important to 26% of respondents and that influencing
the political structure was only important to 16% of the freshmen. On the other hand, making a lot of money and raising a
family were among the top two priorities. The study showed that race and gender contributed to how people felt about politics.
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According to the study, students who were attending historically black colleges were more interested in keeping up to date with
politics and influencing political structure. Men, according to the study, consider influencing the political structure to be
important, while women were more likely to consider community action to be of importance. All around, freshmen interest in
politics has plummeted since the study was first released in 1966, when the first study showed that 58% of college freshmen
believed politics to be of importance (Mann, 263). Since then, every year that number gets smaller and smaller. What this study
proves is the lack of interest, and therefore knowledge, that college students have in politics today. The study supports my
hypothesis that people don’t seem to be interested in politics and because of that, they are unaware of what is going on around
them and how much power the government has.

In 2001, after the terrorist attacks on September 11th, the entire nation was in fear of what would happen next. In the
midst of this vulnerable time, Attorney General John Ashcroft proposed an antiterrorist legislation (Goldstein, Lacayo, 66).
“The things that Ashcroft wants—expanded power to tape phones, sift through e-mail and detain or deport foreigners, don’t
just offend the A.C.L.U.” (Goldstein, Lacayo, 66). When Ashcroft’s new plan was released there was an immediate uproar
about governmental power. A conservative Representative named Bob Barr stated, “We cannot and must not allow our consti-
tutional freedoms to become victims of these violent attacks” (Goldstein, Lacayo, 66). Ashcroft argued that because we live in a
time where there are so many different ways to use a phone, (land phones, cell phones etc.), the government can no longer
restrict phone taps to one phone. What critics of the proposal said was that we are creating a world of monitoring where the
majority of people who are monitored are just innocent bystanders who don’t even realize that they are being watched
(Goldstein, Lacayo, 66). Ashcroft also wanted to allow the FBI to use specific software that could routinely scan the internet for
any e-mails that had suspicious activity. It’s not made clear as to what suspicious activity would entail in Ashcroft’s plan or who
would be the one to decipher the “suspicious activity.” Nadine Strossen, president of the A.C.L.U. said in reference to Ashcroft’s
proposal, “All these provisions together will amount to a breathtaking expansion of federal power” (Goldstein, Lacayo, 66). The
other side of Ashcroft’s proposal was about immigrant suspects. “Foreign nationals in the U.S. are subject to treatment that the
courts would forbid for American citizens” (Goldstein, Lacayo, 66). Immigrant suspects could be tried for a crime without
knowing the charges or evidence against them. For example, the INS detained Nasser Ahmed, an Egyptian man living in New
York City, for over three years without telling him why. Finally in 1999 a judge convinced the government to let him go and it
was determined that he wasn’t a threat (Goldstein, Lacayo, 66). Ashcroft’s plan is one that proves not only that the government
has an overwhelming amount of power, but also that if given the chance to, they will use that power. It is a violation of the due
process principles as well as just a violation of the privacy that most American citizen’s value.

Deborah Hobbs was confronted by her boss in 2004 and was told that she had three options, to either move out of her
home, break up with her boyfriend, or to be fired. Hobbs lived with her boyfriend for the past three years and because of a two
hundred year old law that still exists in North Carolina today; she was forced to make this decision. “There are about 144,000
unmarried couples living together in North Carolina, and they are all breaking the law, a statute that has been on the books
since 1805” (Hartsoe, A06). Hobbs filed a lawsuit seeking to have the cohabitation law declared unconstitutional. The
American Civil Liberties Union stood behind Hobbs saying that the government had no right to regulate a relationship two
consenting adults in the privacy of their own homes. When this story hit headlines people were shocked to hear that a law like
this still existed. Hobbs boss was the Sheriff of the town she lived in because at the time she was working as a 911 dispatcher
and so he said that it was an issue of legal question. He said that he tries to avoid hiring people who live out of wedlock. North
Carolina is one of seven states that still have a law prohibiting cohabitation of unmarried couples (Hartsoe, A06). Bill Brooks,
executive director of the conservative North Carolina Family Policy Council stated, “We think that it’s good to have a law
against cohabitation because the studies show that couples that cohabitate before they’re married, that their marriages are more
prone to break up, there’s less stability in the marriage” (Hartsoe, A06). The real question is who is this man, or anyone else, to
say whether a marriage will be stable based on cohabitation? There are so many factors that can contribute to a marriage failing
that do not involve cohabitation. Regardless of whether studies prove cohabitation leads to unstable marriages, that is the risk
that the people involved would be taking. It should not be the state’s right to enforce a law that restricts cohabitation, it should
be a personal choice.

Another long standing debate in the United States has been the issue of gay marriage, whether or not same sex couples
should be allowed to get married. In an interview in 2007, Reverend Reginald Longcrier of North Carolina summed it up per-
fectly by saying, “Most Americans agree it was unconstitutional to use religion to justify slavery, segregation, and deny women
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the right to vote. So why is it still acceptable to use religion to justify denying gay and lesbian Americans their full and equal
rights?” (Longcrier, 2). Now that the United States has restricted these people from being married, a new controversy is arising.
States that are banning gay marriage are also beginning to revoke benefits of same-sex couples who work as public employees
(Bello, 1). “Michigan has gone farthest, prohibiting cities, universities and other public employers from offering benefits to
same-sex partners. In all, 27 states have passed constitutional amendments defining marriage as the legally sanctioned union of
a man and a woman” (Bello, 1). Basically we are preventing people from getting married and then because they are not mar-
ried, denying them benefits. Many states are restricting benefits to domestic partners whether they are gay or straight, the dif-
ference is that if they are straight, they have the right to get married and then receive benefits, if they are gay, in many states,
they don’t have that option (Bello, 1). So not only is the state restricting them from marrying the person that they presumably
love, but by restricting them, they are taking away their right to benefits as well. If the government tried to prohibit a straight
couple from being married there would be controversy, why does the government get to stop someone from marrying the per-
son that they love? Often times the debate leads to the fact that same sex couples are ruining the sanctity of marriage. In
response there is this quote from Elizabeth Edwards, “I remember hearing Rick Santorum ranting about how homosexual mar-
riage threatens heterosexual marriage. I could be wrong, but I think heterosexual marriage is threatened more by heterosexuals.
I don’t know why gay marriage challenges my marriage in any way” (Edwards, 1). Whether or not gay marriage is something to
believe in, it is most definitely not the government’s place to determine whether or not you should be able to marry the person
that you love.

Methodology
In order to test the hypotheses, a survey involving 45 participants was conducted, 23 males and 22 females. The partici-

pants were all college students between the ages of 18 and 22 so that the results could be compared to that of the 1998 College
Freshmen Survey. The survey asked the following questions:

1. Do you feel that you keep up with recent laws that are passed and governmental policies?
2. Do you feel that government has too much power in controlling the things that you do?
3. Would it bother you if the law tried to restrict you from something you firmly believed in?
4. Do you believe that some laws in the United States are outdated and unreasonable?
5. Has a law ever been passed that has offended you or effected you personally, that you know of?

The participants were given three options in answering these questions, either “Yes,” “No,” or “I don’t know.” After answer-
ing the aforementioned questions, the participants were given three short excerpts to read based on three of the articles outlined
in the literature review. The first excerpt outlined the case of Loving vs. Virginia. The excerpt read,

In 1967, there was a case in Virginia, Loving vs. Virginia. There was an African American woman,
Mildred Jeter, and an Anglo Saxon man, Richard Loving, who were married in the District of
Columbia. After their marriage they returned to Virginia. In October of 1958, a grand jury issued
an indictment charging the Lovings with violating Virginia’s ban on interracial marriages. The Lovings
were sentenced to one year in jail. The Judge residing over the case postponed the sentence for 25 years
in the case that the Lovings would leave the state of Virginia for those 25 years. The Lovings then moved
back to the District of Columbia. The Lovings filed a motion saying that this violated their fourteenth
amendment rights. The case went all the way to the Supreme Court where they overturned the case
saying that the Virginia statutes violated both the equal protection and the due process clauses of the
Fourteenth Amendment.

The second excerpt read,

More recently, in 2004, a North Carolina woman was forced to choose between a job and her boyfriend.
The Pender County Sheriff ’s office was enforcing a 200 year old law that said it is illegal to live with
someone you’re not married to. The woman had started working a as a 911 dispatcher at the Pender
County office when, in late May, her supervisor called her into the office to tell her that she had a
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choice, to either marry her boyfriend, stop living with him, or leave her job. The law is rarely enforced
but the Pender County Sheriff supported the law and believed that cohabitation was morally wrong.
The woman left her job and attempted to bring national attention to what she calls a “ridiculous law”.
The law was originally passed in 1805 and is only enforced selectively. North Carolina is one of about six
states that still have a cohabitation law in effect today. The woman’s case was eventually overruled.
However, between 1997 and 2003, seven North Carolina citizens were convicted based on this law.

And the last case they were asked to look at read,

On December 16, 2005 the New York Times released a story about President Bush ‘spying’ on
United States Citizens. Under a presidential order signed in 2002, the intelligence agency has
monitored the international telephone calls and international e-mail messages of hundreds,
perhaps thousands, of people inside the United States without warrants over the past three years
in an effort to track possible ‘dirty numbers’ linked to Al Qaeda, the officials said. The agency,
they said, still seeks warrants to monitor entirely domestic communications. The previously
undisclosed decision to permit some eavesdropping inside the country without court approval
was a major shift in American intelligence-gathering practices, particularly for the National Security
Agency, whose mission is to spy on communications abroad. As a result, some officials familiar with
the continuing operation have questioned whether the surveillance has stretched, if not crossed,
constitutional limits on legal searches.

After reading these three examples, the participants were asked to answer three more questions:

6. After reading the information given, do you feel the government has too much power in controlling the things that
you do?

7. Were you aware that laws and issues like this existed?
8. After reading the information given, do you feel that some laws in the United States are outdated and unreasonable

and have need of change?

Again the participants were offered three answers: “Yes,” “No,” or “I don’t know.”
The purpose of the survey was to determine most importantly whether or not the participants were aware that the govern-

ment had, and continues to have the power to make laws like these. The survey looked to support the hypotheses that in the
United States today, there is little concern for what is going on politically and with that comes a lack of knowledge as to how
much power we are allowing the government to have. Furthermore, our future remains in the hands of people who do not seem
to know or care what is going on around them unless it affects them personally, and if they realized it, or it affected them, they
would be more inclined to do something about it. In doing this, the survey was conducted separately for males and females to
see if the results would coincide with the results of the 1998 College Freshman Survey. The results were as follows:
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Questions two and six were formed to correlate with one another. Question two asked if the participant felt that the gov-
ernment had too much power. Question six asked if, after reading the excerpt, the participant felt the government had too
much power. The following chart shows the total participant response to question two, and then the proceeding chart shows
the total participant response to question six.

There is a significant increase in the amount of participants, who believed, after reading the excerpts, that the government
has obtained too much power. This supports the hypothesis that if American citizens were more aware of the issue, they might
be more inclined to do something about it.

Gender plays a roll, in how up to date college students are on politics. The following chart shows statistics based on the
1998 College Freshmen Survey (Mann, 264):

The following table illustrates the survey results of this study on the same topic:

It was proven in both studies that males keep up to date with politics better than females and are more aware of what is
going on around them, politically speaking. An important aspect was whether or not people followed politics and with that,
whether or not they knew about laws like these existing.

The study showed that less than a third of participants kept up to date with politics and laws that are passed in the United
States. However, over half of the participants knew, or at least have heard, of some of the laws used in the study.

The study conducted among 45 college students showed a great deal of difference between males and females when it came
to keeping up to date on political news. While the 1998 study only showed a small difference, there was a 16% difference
between males and females in the study conducted. 39% of males say that they keep up to date with politics, which correlated
fairly closely with the question asking males if they had known about laws like these existing. 35% of males said that they knew
laws like these existed. Half of the women participants said that they knew about the laws presented to them in the survey, so it
is possible that they know more about politics and laws than they think, or it is possible that they just have heard of one or two
of these particular laws. 95% of the participants said that if a law affected them personally, it would bother them. Before read-
ing the excerpts in the survey, only 53% of the participants believed that the government has too much power over the things
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that we do, but after reading the survey that number skyrocketed to 80%, proving that once made aware of the cases presented
to them, their opinion changed insinuating that it is not a lack of concern but rather a lack of knowledge.

The other thing that was to be determined here was after informing participants, would they find a need for change. 91%
of participants said that after taking the survey they believed that governmental power was too strong and that laws are outdat-
ed and in need of change. The 9% that did not agree with that referred to the “I don’t know” answer and thus were unsure as
to what needs to be done.

Conclusion
With such a great deal of students unaware of what is going on around them, the future does not seem bright. It has been

proven not only here, but in other surveys that young Americans do not keep up to date with politics and laws that are being
passed in the United States. The few who do say that they keep up to date only account for about a third of the population.
The results support the hypothesis stating that in the United States today, men are more likely to pay attention to the govern-
ment and what is going on around them, although as a whole there is still little concern for what is going on politically; with
that comes a lack of knowledge as to how much power we are allowing the government to have. College students in the United
States are not paying attention to what the government is doing and therefore would not realize it if the government were to
abuse their power. While it does seem males are more active, politically speaking, than females, it is only a marginal difference,
neither gender is paying remotely enough attention. While the survey did support the hypotheses, it more importantly opens
eyes to the fact that we cannot allow the government to have excessive amounts of power. The United States was built on a sys-
tem of freedom and there needs to be a clear view of what that entails, it does not entail the President spying on us, or a gov-
ernment enforcing who we can and cannot marry. It does not entail a government who can have us fired for lifestyle choices
outside of the work place. It does not entail a government that forces someone to give birth to an unwanted child. It does not
entail a government that will take a home out from underneath you. These are things that a government should not entail, but
unfortunately ours does and will continue to do so as long as we allow it.
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S ince 2000, the sport of roller derby has seen a national resurgence. It started with a group of women in Texas and has
grown into a national phenomenon of over 100 leagues owned and operated by a diverse group of women. Reading newspaper
coverage and watching televisions spots of different leagues in every corner of the nation one hears the women express the same
sentiment, “Roller derby has changed my life.” What is it about roller derby that is changing the lives of women, many of
whom have never previously been involved in sports? There are other full contact sports besides roller derby that women play
such as rugby and football, yet those drawn to roller derby are continuing to further the growth of roller derby rather than join
such already established female sports groups. There is a unique quality to roller derby that is attracting women of all walks of
life and transforming their lives. It is important to note such qualities and what it means to play roller derby to the women
involved. Learning about the lives of roller derby’s participants and how roller derby transforms their lives can yield insight into
the social, emotional, and physical needs of a group of women in modern society. Roller derby is offering these women a place
to fulfill needs that they cannot find elsewhere in society.

Literature Review
This study prepares to look at the transformative power roller derby has in women’s lives. It is important to examine previ-

ous literature that examines women’s roles in traditional sport culture and its effects on women’s identities. Gender roles guide
the way people view the actions of different genders and how people of different genders act within their own lives. Masculinity
encompasses professional competence, rational thinking, and an active lifestyle, whereas the feminine image focuses on emo-
tional support, nurturing behavior, and an importance on communication (Razumnikova 2005). Historically, women have
been encouraged to play female designated sports, such as tennis and figure skating, which do not involve the aggressiveness
and contact of traditionally masculine sports. Though there have been advancements over the years, and women have come to
participate in more traditionally masculine dominated sports such as basketball, football, and rugby, women still often face gen-
der stereotypes and what is acceptable in regards to womanly behavior (McClung 2002). Women playing a predominately mas-
culine sport will be viewed as having masculine traits, thus losing her feminine qualities. The behavior involved in the playing
of masculine sports conflicts with the traits of the female gender role because such behavior lends to masculine gender role
characteristics.

Gender role conflict theory states that women participating in masculine sports will “experience role conflict as a result of
trying to fulfill both the masculine and feminine gender roles” (Fallon 2007). Fallon notes in a previous study by Allison, 1991,
“that gender-role conflict theory contributes to the traditional conceptualization of women athletes as stigmatized, conflicted,
misplaced, or otherwise abnormal” (Fallon 2007). According to such a theory, today’s female athletes face difficulty in being
perceived as feminine while participating in a masculine sport. It is in conflict with current gender stereotypes to participate in
masculine behavior and have a feminine identity. Females are often viewed as butch lesbians because such masculine behavior is
decidedly not feminine and therefore the female athletes are not typical females and are perceived as such (McClung 2002).
The traditional female sex role is not compatible with female athletes since the behavior necessary to participate in the sports
they play is deemed masculine (Martin 1995). Though females are capable of displaying typical male traits such as participating
in aggressive sports and displaying leadership, rational thinking, and competitiveness, society still deems such behavior as irreg-
ular for females. The participation of females in masculine sports and of displaying masculine gender traits challenges society’s
views of women and women’s capabilities (McClung 2002). Rugby players in Fallon’s (2007) study were often told to make
themselves appear more feminine or were discouraged against playing rugby because it went against traditional standards of
femininity. Several of the players felt that they failed to fulfill feminine gender roles in appearance and again violated feminine
gender roles in participating in rugby (Fallon 2007). Despite society deeming it improper and conflicting for females to take on
masculine gender traits, females continue to participate in masculine sports and exert behavior that is not typically feminine.
The women in roller derby are doing just that, but while simultaneously showcasing their femininity to tell the audience that
women are feminine and aggressive.

What once was traditionally considered sole male behavior may be shifting to be viewed as human behavior as females
work to change society’s perceptions of gender norms. “Females often hold more nontraditional attitudes toward women than
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males” (Andre 1995). Females continue to engage in typical male dominated activities and portray typical male traits.
Razumnikova’s (2005) study of females enrolled in a technical male dominated school found that “today’s socio-cultural stereo-
types are enabling women to form a new view of the values of life.” More females are displaying interests in once male domi-
nated fields while men are not transitioning to female traits at the same rate (Razumnikova 2005). Society is experiencing
changes that are making females continue to pursue traditional male sports and career fields despite the gender conflict that
they still must face at times. Women resisting gender norms in the career world and other areas of society may lead the way to
have such behavior be viewed as neither specifically male or female.

Roller derby is similar to other full contact sports that females participate in such as rugby and football. It is important to
note previous literature that may show themes women face in terms of identity and benefits while participating in a full contact
sport. Women’s identity also faces changes when the role of an athlete is part of that identity. Krane, et al (2004) found that
women faced empowerment when playing sports and often described themselves as having a “game face” or feeling different
while competing. Though, the women felt that femininity was not part of that identity. To the participants in her study, femi-
ninity was described as being non-aggressive and that they viewed themselves as men while competing (Krane 2006).

Methodology
The researcher conducted an exploratory study through the use of ethnography. Participant observation was conducted in

CT Rollergirls (CTRG), the roller derby league in Connecticut, within the last year. Members range in age from twenty-three
years of age to thirty-eight years of age. The researcher participated in practices, bouts, meetings, and special events. Interviews
were conducted with five members with different backgrounds who had been active within the league for at least ten months
and up to a year and eight months. The skaters interviewed consisted of a thirty-eight year old single mother, a thirty-five year
old self proclaimed loner with no previous sport experience, a thirty year old with no previous sports experience, a twenty-six
year old self proclaimed social butterfly, and a twenty-six year old with a long history of sports participation.

The interviews were conducted using open ended questions to let the participants share as much as they wished about their
experiences. The participants were asked how they became involved with CTRG, had they been involved with sports before,
did they consider themselves an athlete before joining CTRG and since joining CTRG, what, if any, changes in their life did
they have to make to accommodate derby, why they continued to be involved with CTRG, what benefits, if any, did they feel
their involvement with CTRG gave them, if they experienced a difference between a derby identity and non-derby identity, and
whether their derby persona has changed their non-derby persona.

The interviews took place in coffee shops or in the homes of the women and lasted from half an hour up to an hour and a
half. Along with interviews, articles in newspapers, magazines and books covering roller derby were used in the analysis.
Themes from the interviews were compared and contrasted with the themes found in the print sources and field notes. The
researcher looked to see how the experiences of the participants compared to those shared by roller girls across the nation as
well as what the researcher observed within CTRG. Themes investigated are: how roller derby has changed the lives of its par-
ticipants, why its participants are not joining traditional pre-established aggressive sports, what is attracting women to roller
derby, and what needs roller derby has come to fulfill for the participating women. The presentation of data is modeled after
Hancock’s (1989) study of female identity which allows for the informants to reveal the framework in which their identity lies.

Data and Estimated Results
Rachel: Black Cherry
Rachel sat on the couch in her condo with her dog sharing how roller derby has taken over her life. That was not always

the case. Rachel is not a native to Connecticut and did not have any friends in the area, only her coworkers. When her husband
heard about CTRG he immediately thought his wife would love it, and she did. “It looked awesome and fun,” she shared.
Before roller derby she was involved in sports most of her life and considers herself an athlete. Her father was a runner and she
remembers growing up and always running with him, competing in her first nine mile race when she was thirteen. Throughout
high school and college she competed in softball, track, cross country, and field hockey. Rachel liked the aggressiveness of roller
derby and explains she was always into the tougher sports. Though to Rachel roller derby and field hockey shared similar
aspects in terms of the type of athleticism needed, roller derby changed her life in a way that field hockey never had.
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Before Rachel heard about CTRG from her husband, who heard about it from a coworker, she was stuck in a lonely rou-
tine. She would come home from work, nap, watch television, play with her animals and wait for her husband to get home.
When she joined CTRG she “suddenly had thirty friends.” A referee on the league once described it as “winning the human
lottery.” Instead of going home to sit on the couch she now had a place to get out to and thirty new people to be active with.
She says that she had always been active and that roller derby was a way for her to “continue to be active rather than be in the
house alone every day.” Roller derby has not only given her an athletic outlet but a social one. She values the social aspects as a
benefit derby has given her. She explains:

In a small way field hockey has helped me be more extroverted just for the fact that I had to work
together with different people, and I didn’t know anyone at first on the college team, but not to
the extent that roller derby has. In field hockey we didn’t have to do photo shoots, interviews,
we didn’t have to put on a show and play it up to the crowd. All of these things have helped me
come out of my shell.

In roller derby, the athletes are the promoters, owners, and organizers. Not only do they pay for everything from rink time
to equipment and uniforms, they also run every aspect of the organization including making sure people know they exist. For
Rachel roller derby was more tightly knit than any other sport and it was more of a family due to the high level of involvement.
Such is not the only aspect that separates derby from other sports. Derby allows the skaters to take on a derby persona for
which they become known as to the fans. It becomes an arena where the skaters can take on qualities their non-derby identities
are unable to in other areas of their life. Rachel goes on to explain that Black Cherry has been changed by Rachel. Rachel has
social anxiety whereas Black Cherry puts on an act. She says:

I think the theatrical element itself in roller derby has done wonders for my social anxiety and shyness.
Also, roller derby fans are WAY into this sport, and just having people come up to me all the time and
asking for my autograph, or to have a picture with me is forcing me to be more extroverted. It’s been
really good.

When asked if she could ever leave derby, she shares that she thought she could, but decided that there was no way she
could live without it now. Rachel had injured her ankle in the last bout causing her to miss two weeks of practices. She thought
it would be nice to stay home and relax, but after the two weeks she had to get back. If she were to get hurt to the point where
she couldn’t skate she would still be involved in another position such as referring. Roller derby is so entrenched in her life and
who she is that she cannot see herself without it.

It would not only be the exercise and place to go three nights a week that Rachel would be missing if she were to give up
derby. She would also be giving up the sisterhood that she found in roller derby. Growing up Rachel had few friends despite her
involvement in several sports and even then she spent most of her time at home with her parents. In her experience girls are
catty and it is hard to have a lot of good friends. In talking about the sisterhood and automatic friendships when involved with
derby she asks, “Where else can you find such a large group of women with similar interests?” She expands on this when she
shares how hard it is to make friends at this stage in life. When asked why she did not look for a field hockey team or continue
running she said that she did not think there was anything available and running grew to be boring. Roller derby has made it
possible for Rachel to stay athletic as well as experience social benefits that she had never found anywhere else.

Amy: Revengela
Amy thought she was always going to be a musician but that changed. She was in a bad relationship with one of her band-

mates and she ultimately had to quit the band. Though she left the band, Amy stayed in the bad relationship. The last thing
they did together before eventually breaking up was go to a Gotham Girls Roller Derby (GGRD) bout in New York City. Her
boyfriend was not good for her self esteem and often did not support her dreams. During the bout Amy could not stop think-
ing about how she could do roller derby. She could definitely do what the girls on the track in front of her were doing. Finally
she ended her bad relationship and found out that GGRD was having tryouts. As soon as she found out Amy strapped on
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some rental skates and paid for a lesson with a skating guru. With just one skating lesson under her belt, Amy tried out for
GGRD though she did not make the cut. A week later Amy came across an ad on Myspace for roller derby in Connecticut and
immediately became involved.

For the past year and eight months Amy has been playing the sport of roller derby, though she still does not consider her-
self an athlete. “I just can’t bring myself to say it. I admit that I am performing to an expected physical capacity, but I’m not an
athlete,” she states. Amy cannot come to view herself as an athlete because of the “cheesy stupid jock stereotype of an athlete”
that comes to her mind. She is a self proclaimed aging punk rock loner and traditional sports culture is not something she can
relate to. Derby is also fun. “It’s fun because it’s welcoming to women of all backgrounds, abilities and sizes,” Amy explains.
The fact that one does not have to have a typical athletic body or experience is a draw for her, as it was for the aforementioned
skaters.

Even though she cannot admit to herself that she is an athlete Amy learned that it not only takes physicality, but also
teamwork to be successful in roller derby. Being the loner she is working in a team is something that Amy continues to evolve
with. Her loner personality makes it difficult at times to work in a team setting with people of different personalities. She says
that others tend to view her as “pissy” because of this. Working in a group is something that she has been trying to work on for
awhile and derby has become a great setting to help her with it. Along with managing people with different personalities Amy
has begun to learn to pick her battles. She is learning to fight for what is important to her because otherwise it does not matter.

Derby has helped Amy make other changes in her life. Amy admits that derby has not only improved her physical health
but her mental health as well. Derby has become therapy for Amy, who has always dealt with depression, by acting as an anti-
depressant. She sees roller derby as a method of helping women with all types of social deficiencies. She shares:

Derby is therapeutic on a couple of levels. The actual physical aspect gets the brain chemicals
flowing. It is a natural way of boosting the brain like meds would. Mentally it gives me something
to direct my focus. It helps me to set goals and to perservere no matter how difficult it may be.
This spills out to my civilian life as well.

When asked if derby saved her life she exclaimed, “I didn’t kill myself!” It also became a place for Amy to go. She was able
to fill the void that was created when she stopped playing music with derby. Derby is much more than a club sport to kill free
time with for Amy. It has become life altering.

Amy’s social life has changed since her involvement with derby. Just as Rachel and Emily mentioned, Amy expresses the
fact that she now suddenly had a large group of women as friends. She did not think she could be friends with so many
women, especially the fact that she would never have met most of these women of such diverse backgrounds outside of derby.
She goes on to say:

As far as being friends with other females I have had a very few close girlfriends where most girls
seemed to have that huge circle of girlfriends all giggling and talking about clothes and guys, and
my friends were mostly guys. I never had anything in common with other females but derby has
become the ultimate unifier. No matter our backgrounds or outside interests we always have derby
in common.

Derby is something that can help her relate to other females which previously she was unable to do.
For Amy her derby and non-derby identity are two different people. Revengela has come to be her motivator. Revengela

motivates her to do better in derby as well as keep on top of things in real life such as paying bills on time and not be lazy. Amy
is the more pragmatic one telling her to not push herself too hard lest she gets injured, and she tends to be lazy. “If I couldn’t
be Revengela I wouldn’t be able to do derby. Amy couldn’t do it, but Revengela can.” Just as the previous skaters mentioned,
the derby persona brings about positive changes that motivate the skater on and off the track.

Ultimately for Amy, roller derby is a hobby. She does not see herself skating forever and knows she will not be a derby
superstar, but she wants to continue for the next few years. Amy considers staying on as a referee, but she thinks about how she
once felt about music. “I always thought I was going to be a musician, but I haven’t touched an instrument in almost as long as
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I’ve been doing derby, so I don’t know.” All that she knows now is that it is important enough to her that she wishes to contin-
ue even if that means she has to make sacrifices. She has sacrificed time with her family and non-derby friends to be able to
commit to the league. It became difficult to balance derby and non-derby life. Last year her mother was very ill, on the verge of
death, and derby took time away from seeing her. Though Amy’s mom was sick at the time she saw how good it was for Amy
and encouraged her to continue. Even when Amy had time to see her non-derby friends she found that all she could talk about
was derby. It had not only transformed her life, but to an extent it had taken it over. But in no way is that a bad thing. Despite
all the time and money sacrificed derby remains important to Amy. It has made possible things she never thought she would
experience. And to this day she still has with her the number that was pinned on her during the GGRD tryouts, her first derby
experience.

Lena: Jenghis Khan
One afternoon Lena was at her local supermarket and noticed a young heavily tattooed women down the aisle. Lena

immediately approached her and introduced herself. Lena had moved back to Connecticut from San Francisco and had never
seen anyone with tattoos such as herself in her neighborhood. She still did not know anyone in the area and was eager to meet
someone in her suburb that at least looked as if she would have something in common with. Upon talking with the supermar-
ket woman Lena found out about how CTRG was beginning to form. “I read on MySpace about the first meeting and
thought, I could do that, you know, so I did.” With the same determination as Amy and Sarah, Lena immediately felt roller
derby could be for her. Her lifetime love for roller skating and memories of roller derby of yesteryear on television were not the
only draws for Lena to join. She still did not know many people since she moved back to Connecticut and the prospect of
meeting a group of like-minded women enticed her. “I’m living here, I’m a single mom and, you know, I need to make friends,
but how?” Lena explains. Rachel had also shared the same sentiment.

Lena had a few brushes with sports while in junior high where she was on the swim team and track team. Though in jun-
ior high she explains there was no competitive edge to her involvement. She participated because at the time it was for fun.
“Then I started smoking and drinking and I quit all that stuff and I was never on any other sports team ever.” Now even being
a part of CTRG she still does not consider herself an athlete. “I guess that [playing roller derby] makes me an athlete, but I
don’t feel like one. I eat garbage all the time and I don’t work out and I smoke cigarettes.” She feels that because she does not
live like an athlete she cannot see herself as an athlete even though roller derby does require and help her gain athletic ability. “I
think for some people that’s what it’s about, sports. But for a great deal of people it’s about social networking,” Lena says. The
social aspect of derby was also an initial draw for Rachel and Emily. Lena goes on to explain that the fashion roller derby has
attached to it is also a draw. She explains:

I’m not saying it’s all about fashion, but I think for some people if it didn’t have anything to do with
that and everybody just wore, you know, speed skating kind of outfits or roller hockey gear it would
be less interesting. You know what I mean? It’s got that style to it. A little punk-ish or whatever you
want to call it. I think it’s partially why I was interested in it.

Roller derby does not look like a traditional sport which is a draw to those women such as Vengie who could not relate to
traditional sports, but now are working on a team and becoming active in a sport. It would also explain why Lena did not join
another full contact woman’s sport group. She had been approached to play for the woman’s football team in Connecticut after
joining derby. Asked why she was not interested she exclaimed, “Football just sucks. I don’t like it.” Derby is a sport that
women can call their own. Other full contact female sports tend to have been traditionally male sports that do not allow a
woman to showcase her femininity while simultaneously be aggressive. Roller derby is the only woman’s sport which is simulta-
neously feminine and aggressive.

Roller derby has become a staple in her life. It has become so important she, like the aforementioned skaters, has found
herself making sacrifices to fit derby into her life. She had to give up her free time and money for derby. She even has to pay
more than most girls to play derby since Lena needs to hire a babysitter to watch her son while she is at practice. Pressure from
her parents to go back to school weighs on her also. “I have to work full time to do derby and to be a single mom and there
isn’t time in that mix for me to take classes,” she shares. She does not mind that she cannot take classes right now for she says
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that there will be time to do that later. The benefits from roller derby are too great to dismiss. “I love a lot of the people who
do it and it’s hard for me to quit. Because I know what’s happening, you don’t see them at all, ever. It sucks and I hate the idea
of being one of those people and never seeing anyone anymore.” As it has been previously stated, roller derby takes up most of
the free time of its participants. Not only are there practices three times a week there are extra practices one can attend, public
appearances, fundraisers, and committee meetings. Also, membership numbers are constantly shifting. Women often find that
they can no longer make the commitment, derby is not for them or life circumstances such as a new job or a move cause mem-
bers to leave the league. When a lot of the women Lena bonded with left she contemplated leaving but soon became good
friends with the new additions. Such good friends are an important part of derby for Lena. They are an outlet for her to get out
her problems and know that they are there to support her.

Besides granting JK with a social life and instant access to a national community of women, derby has changed her as a
person. Her life as a rollergirl, as Jenghis Khan, has given Lena a new strength. “I don’t have a problem really saying no to peo-
ple now. I think that I have become definitely more able to say what I want and don’t want and not feel bad about it.” Her
experiences in the realm of roller derby have brought out her new strength. “Maybe it’s from being aggressive and from being in
situations where I have to stand up for myself or social situations I haven’t been in a long time where I kind of have to defend
myself,” she explains. Also, the fact that the women on the league care about what she has to say has boosted her ability to
stand up for herself inside and outside of derby. She is a lot less scared of confrontation, though she also adds that maturing
with age helps her also. Lena never viewed herself as an aggressive or confrontational person before. Now she finds it funny
when people are intimidated by her. “It always cracks me up when people are intimidated by me because I’m like, you know,
the one who got beat up at school all the time. I’m not some tough girl.” She may still hold on to the timid vision of her
younger self but derby has made that timid girl tough. It has also made her realize she is more of a tolerant person than she
once believed. Having to deal with different personalities has made her realize that she can tolerate more rather than dismiss
people.

At first derby was a novelty to Lena, but it became the “thing” she was doing with her time. It was her way of staying
healthy and even grew to become an obsession. Derby is something she cares about. Eventually it became how she grew to
define herself. “That scares me because I was always, I was never worried about that in my life. I was an artist, I was in a band,
and I was a mom and I had a lot of friends then,” she explains. “Being a mom and wife, you know and stuff, didn’t work out
like that. So it was like, well what do I do now?” Now Lena does roller derby.

Roller derby, for Lena, is not only good for her but good for all women. It is a sport that welcomes all body sizes. Just as
some of her fellow skaters mentioned, every body size is an asset in the game of roller derby. Girls can come to feel good about
their size and not worry that they are not built right or do not have an athletic body to play the game. Also, it is good that
women who have not had a chance to dress on the sexier side with confidence can do so. Though, that does come with a
downside. She finds that girls who are in it solely for the fashion are the ones who do not last long. The love for playing the
game has to be present. She hopes that the short skirts are not the only aspect that draws the audience, though she admits that
is what may initially peak their interest. Lena shares it is unfortunate that in general our society does not care much about
women’s sports. Roller derby is a sport and the game is just as real as the injuries the skaters sustain, which at times scares Lena.
To sum it up nicely Lena says, “It’s like driving. You know what I mean? It’s kind of like I need to drive but I can get killed
doing it, you know, hopefully I won’t.”

Conclusion
The sentiments expressed by the interviewed skaters echo those of rollergirls nationwide. No matter the athletic back-

ground of the interviewed skaters they all expressed gaining confidence they have not been able to previously attain. They also
all found traits that changed them on as well as off the track. The derby persona has given women an opportunity to be the
confident aggressive women they cannot be in the professional world where gender stereotypes may govern much of the behav-
ior. A skater from New York City explains, “Before I got into roller derby I was this shy, nerdy girl who hid behind my glasses.
Now I can be a sexy, tough woman, and I have a closet full of mini-skirts” (Nelson 2005). The list of similar quotes from girls
across the nation in derby leagues goes on and on. A skater in Dallas was recorded as saying:

“Roller derby challenges my ideas about myself. The ‘You Suck’ voice that says, ‘You’re not athletic. You have no business
doing this. You’re too old/slow/fat/thin . . . whatever.’ I love roller derby so much and I have such respect, admiration, and
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affection for other skaters, that I constantly face down my fears. Instead of hiding from myself, derby gives me reasons to stand
and deliver” (Joulwan 2007).

The Dallas skater can stand and deliver just as the interviewed skaters feel they can accomplish anything. Roller derby has
granted these women with a self efficacy that they previously did not have. It has become a transformative force in the lives of
women. Society has not offered these women a similar outlet elsewhere. Had they not joined roller derby women across the
country may never have realized their full potential. The women involved would be without an inner strength that allows them
to succeed in their lives off the track. Rolletta Lynn (derby name) of GGRD shares, “I used to be a shy, nerdy, tomboy, music
geek, who hid behind my shaggy hair and glasses. Joining roller derby actually brought out the woman in me. I’m physically
and mentally stronger and tougher than I ever imagined I’d be” (Joulwan 2007).

“Derby changed my life” has come to be the most common quote one will ever hear from derby players (Mabe 2007).
“This sport irreversibly alters a person, and, in many cases, saves them. That’s certainly been the case for me,” shares Catherine
Mabe, a skater from Colorado (Mabe 2007). The incredible changes and benefits derby brings its skaters are phenomenal. It is
changing the way women see themselves in the world. As Kasey Bomber (derby name) from Los Angeles exclaims, “We all take
the strength this sport has given us into other parts of our lives to get what we really, really want because dammit, derby taught
us that we deserve it” (Mabe 2007). Kasey’s statement is profound. Roller derby is redefining what it a woman in modern socie-
ty is capable of. Roller derby is also redefining how woman interact with each other.

Every rollergirl in any given region of the nation cannot deny the sisterhood roller derby has given them and that society
has not previously offered such a unique sisterhood. Roller derby has given women an arena to display typically male aggressive
behavior and showcase their femininity simultaneously. Previously women in sports must give up their femininity for the sake
of playing an aggressive sport such as football or rugby. Or women may be feminine and athletic but not in a full contact
aggressive manner, such as tennis. The women of roller derby are redefining what it means to be a female athlete as well as an
athlete in general. Just as Lena and Amy were turned off by traditional sports culture, roller derby appeals to those who find
they cannot relate to traditional sports. “[Roller derby] is the anti-sport, because even though it’s very athletic, it has none of
that big sports culture,” shares a skater from GGRD (Dwyer 2007). Many of the women had been turned off by sport culture.
One hears stories of skaters having been the one that got picked on in high school or she was the fat girl in school that did not
play sports. Now once self conscious and once thought to be un-athletic girls can play a sport and be comfortable with their
body. A Wisconsin rollergirl states, “Roller derby has really increased my acceptance of my own body. I can use my size to my
advantage in my position as a blocker and pivot” (Joulwan 2007). In roller derby there is not one specific ideal body type.
Every body type, be it large, short, skinny and everywhere in between, has its in-game advantages. Seeing all body types as
being accepted goes against what women are typically fed by society. “Roller derby was the first time ever that being referred to
as a ‘big girl’ was a compliment,” writes Melissa Joulwan (2007). The media constantly portrays the thin blonde woman as ideal
and the ideal athletic woman as the same but perhaps with more musculature but not too much muscular definition for she
will then be falling into masculine territory.

Battling body image issues as well as other life situations can build up aggression in a person. As it was expressed by the
interviewed skater roller derby also becomes an outlet for aggression as well as a type of therapy. Another GGRD skater
explains, “Roller derby keeps you sane. You spend your days being very nice to people on the phone, in the office and in per-
son. But you come here, and you can push the boundaries” (DeChillo 2006). Just as DB described earlier, derby is a healthy
way to release pent up aggression. Rather than have their aggression manifest itself in unhealthy ways the skaters are releasing it
in a way that keeps them physically fit and reinforces their bonds with other women.

It is important to note that roller derby has gone against the studies in gender role theory that state female athletes will face
conflict as they negotiate their femininity and their aggressive, typically male, sport behavior (Fallon 2007). Roller girls are
showing the women are feminine and aggressive. When they are on the track being aggressive they are being women thus going
against typical gender norms which state aggressiveness is male.

As it has been stated, roller derby attracts many women who have not been involved with sports previously in their lives.
The reviewed literature discusses the benefits of sports, which rollergirls do experience, and the importance of getting girls start-
ed in sports when they are young so that such benefits will help in the formation of their image as women. What the reviewed
literature leaves unexplored is how to reach those girls and women who are not attracted to traditional sports culture. These
women have found a sport in which appeals to their tastes that they previously could not fulfill. Alternatives to traditional
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sports should be made available to those women who are not interested in traditional sports so that they too can reap the bene-
fits of being physically active. Without roller derby many of its participants would still not be involved in a sport. It is impor-
tant to continue to examine roller derby’s growth as a sport as it is redefining what it means to be an athlete and what is sport.
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The Connecticut Supreme Court’s ruling on gay marriage last week was a monumental step in the journey to equality for
gay and lesbian couples, but that journey is far from over and California once again becomes the focal point of advocates for
gay marriage.

On Nov. 4, California residents will be asked to vote on Proposition 8, a ballot initiative that would amend the California
Constitution to define marriage as only between one man and one woman, overturning that state's Supreme Court's decision in
March that same-sex couples could marry.

The most disturbing thing about Proposition 8 and initiatives like it that are likely to arise in Connecticut is their effect on
marriages that have already been performed. Since mid-June, thousands of gay and lesbian couples have been married in
California. If Proposition 8 passes, these legally performed marriages will be dissolved.

It would have the same effect as if after Brown v. Board of Education, Congress amended the Constitution to say that sepa-
rate is equal, and thousands of black children were immediately removed from integrated schools. I find it hard to believe that
in a nation so bent on equality and the rights of minorities we can still so blindly discriminate against a minority population.

Are people so blinded by bias that they cannot equate the right to declare one’s love in marriage to that of being afforded
an integrated education? Other than religious beliefs, nothing can justify such an action. What are the policy considerations for
not giving these couples the protection that comes with a legally recognized marriage? I cannot come up with a single one that
does not equally apply to heterosexual marriages.

This country has no excuse for prohibiting committed homosexual couples from declaring their love and being recognized
by the legal institution of marriage. The purpose of marriage as a means of procreation is not a government objective, but
rather a religious one. Allowing homosexual couples to marry will not force any religious institution to perform or even recog-
nize these marriages as valid. All it will do is allow homosexual couples to enjoy the same rights as heterosexuals when it comes
to property, power of attorney and other state-controlled legal avenues.

Courts have always been more progressive than the general population. The U.S. Supreme Court defied the majority in the
South when it ruled in Brown v. Board of Education, but it was the right thing to do, and now no one of a reasonable moral
character objects to the decision.

A vote for Proposition 8 in California would be a vote for discrimination. If the vote to hold a constitutional convention in
Connecticut passes this fall and Connecticut becomes the next state to allow direct referendums on issues like this, voters
should weigh the consequences of their actions.

Before deciding on such issues, voters should consider a right that has a very high personal value to them and then ask how
it would feel to be denied that right because of some personal characteristic that you did not freely chose for yourself. For
example, how would women and minority group members feel if we turned back the clock on universal suffrage?

Same-sex marriage is just as much about equality and the dignity of the individual as were the movements for desegrega-
tion and women's rights. I will not rest until equality is recognized and ceases to be challenged — I just hope that homosexuals
are not alone in this battle and have allies who are willing to stand next to them and work for what is right.

Originally printed in The Hartford Courant on October 15, 2008

Same-Sex Marriage Foes: Blinded By Bias
Christopher D. DeZinno
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