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The Divergence Zone Thesis Abstract 

 The Divergence zone is a story that takes place within a wider series of stories called 

Type:Gate. This particular story is about a 15 year-old boy in a group home who is ignored to an 

absurd degree by everyone. He almost literally does not exist. Following a dream he cannot 

remember, he leaves the home to find a place where he can be a person, but somehow ends up in 

a parallel universe where the city has been destroyed. It is nearly empty except for a group of 

people with strange powers who do not ignore him and a mysterious organization that is hunting 

them. From there the plot will deal with the interconnectedness of all these elements: the boy, the 

home he grew up in, his strange effect he has, the people with powers, the mysterious 

organization, and the alternate universe. There is also a semi-omnipotent character who seems to 

be directing events for an unknown purpose. 

Plot Summary 

Much of the following is subject to change in the process of writing. 

Chapter 1: 

 Chapter 1 introduces James and his socially invisible life. He gets his food by stealing it 

and sits in at the teacher's lounge to eavesdrop on the conversation. Mrs. Rothford has baby 

pictures, Ms. Samantha's brother is in jail, etc. After lunch he heads back to the home. He has a 

plan to try and be noticed in which he writes the message "I AM HERE" in various ways on 

various places in the home. He's been doing it for months. But, when the other students come 

home, the one who had his lunch stolen writes James' message on the door in frustration, 



undoing all of his work. He is caught by Marren, a volunteer at the home, and Mrs. Samantha. 

James' grief is significant but no one sees him crying. 

The semi-omnipotent character known as "The Watcher" is following all of this closely 

and seems to actually have a hand in causing it, but then she takes direct action and causes him to 

hallucinate, giving him a vision and telling him he must escape. James wakes up from the vision 

that night as if he had a dream, but he can't remember what it was. But he knows he needs to 

leave the home. He puts some supplies (and a picture of himself that was taken accidentally) into 

a backpack and leaves the home. 

Chapter 2: 

 Chapter 2 includes some communication logs that provide a different perspective on the 

following action. They are between a man stationed at some sort of sensor outpost and his 

command center. He is tracking a signal called a "CFA" that is later revealed to be James who is 

somehow on "the other side." James is on a bus headed for the inner-city where he eventually 

gets off. He then trips and suddenly finds himself in an alternate dimension where the city has 

been destroyed and no one is around. The communication log shows that his signal has "crossed 

the slip" into this other plane. 

 There is one person there named Sonya. She is an odd character with superhuman 

abilities, accelerated healing, and heightened senses. She wears a cloth blindfold over her eyes. 

She is surprised by James appearance and attacks him, thinking he is an enemy, but soon 

discovers this is not the case. James is just happy he is being noticed. However, the people 

tracking James are also looking for Sonya and they have discovered both of their locations. 

Sonya takes James and begins running, leaving his backpack behind. While running, James 

begins asking questions of her. She explains to the best of her ability what this place is, an 



alternate plane that broke away from the familiar one after a disaster twenty years ago. She is but 

is confused by his apparent ignorance. For example, James was injured when she attacked him 

and she is surprised when he hasn't healed yet. When she demonstrates this ability herself, James 

becomes frightened and tries to get away. When he does, just for a moment, she forgets about 

him just like everyone else in James' life and leaves him behind. 

 While they are separated, James realizes his mistake and looks for her, but runs into a 

squad of deadly looking troops who also ignore him. Sonya finds him again and asked what he 

did to her, but he has no idea. Then more troops show up and surround them. To save them both, 

Sonya attacks them with her full strength and defeats them, but in doing so causes an even 

stronger enemy called a Mage to be sent. Then a telepathic conversation ensues between her and 

someone called Meyer who wants to know what's going on. James is able to listen to this 

conversation somehow and Sonya is surprised when he asks her about it. Then a man called 

Switch appears and transports James to another location instantly. The rest of Sonya's friends are 

there but they do not recognize James. One of them threatened him with a hovering metal spike 

and James faints. 

Chapter 3: 

 This chapter opens with Sonya and Switch battling the mage. It ends with Sonya being 

knocked out. James has another vision in which he meets The Watcher face-to-face and she tells 

him a little of what her plans are for him and his reason for being there. She also informs him 

that he will not remember any of their talk because it is happening in her dream, not his. He then 

wakes up strapped to a chair in an underground room. Sonya's friends start to interrogate him 

about what happened to her and Switch. During this, they are also communicating with each 



other telepathically, not knowing that James can hear them. Through this, James gets to know 

them and their names. 

 Over the process of questioning him, one of them eventually figures out that he could 

hear them and then they get angry and start to hurt him. Then Sonya and Switch return. Both are 

injured but Sonya looks nearly dead. They reveal that James is not an enemy and they start 

having a civil conversation. 

Chapter 4: 

 This chapter is mostly talking. They all ask and answer questions. Everyone in this plane 

is gone, and they are from the same world James is. They were brought here to have their 

abilities developed by an organization called MAGIS that discovered this place. James tells them 

of his life and they tell him that he is like them. He has a special power that affects the minds of 

those around him so that they have no short term memory of them. They also demonstrate their 

own individual powers for him. They also explain to him that they have escaped from an 

organization called MAGIS that was going to erase their minds and turn them into mages. They 

would probably do the same to James if they caught him. 

 Then they discover that MAGIS has found them again because of James and they realize 

he is too risky to keep around. They leave before they are discovered and try to figure out what 

to do with him. 

Chapter 5-? 

 I don't know the specifics but the general idea for the rest of the story goes like this. They 

formulate a strategy to get James back to the other side. During the execution of this plan, James 

learns to control his power and is useful in helping it succeed. Now back in his own world, James 



tries to adjust to being noticed again. It does have some unexpected consequences, though. 

Everything he grew up with is not what it had seemed. Ms. Samantha wakes him up one night 

telling him that she is his mother and needs to get out of the home with her. It turns out the whole 

place is an operation by MAGIS to culture people with abilities like Sonya and her friends. Ms. 

Samantha has been watching the place and waiting for a chance to get him out by working for 

years as a teacher. It was not her brother who was in jail, but her husband, James' father, who 

was caught by MAGIS. 

MAGIS has discovered James is at the home because they found his picture in the 

backpack he left behind. Marren and the other volunteers attack them while they try to escape. 

James tries to use his power on them but they are using equipment that specifically blocks his 

effect. They capture James and the story ends with them planning to turn him into a mage. I'll 

probably include one final conversation with The Watcher at some point here. It's also likely that 

I will decide that Mrs. Samantha is killed in the fight. That opens up a whole new plot possibility 

involving James' father. But that's another story. 


