

WESTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY


“ARE THE GREEN FLAGS READY?” RECRUITMENT OF THE IRISH BRIGADE IN THE CIVIL WAR



A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCES
IN CANDIDACY FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF PUBLIC HISTORY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND NON-WESTERN CULTURES

BY
WILLIAM COGHLAN

DANBURY, CT
SEPTEMBER 2022











Copyright © September 6, 2022 by William Coghlan
All rights reserved.


ABSTRACT
“ARE THE GREEN FLAGS READY?” RECRUITMENT OF THE IRISH BRIGADE IN THE CIVIL WAR
	This thesis argues that the Irish Brigade’s reliance on the Irish-American communities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia was crucial to its continued existence throughout the Civil War.  The Irishmen continued the tradition of their forefathers in fighting within their adoptive country’s army, but the brigade had further appeal to the Irish-American community: its promise to fight for Irish Independence upon completion of the war in the United States.  Several decisions made by the brigade’s leadership, coupled with heavy losses on some of the bloodiest battlefields of the war meant the Irish Brigade was in a constant struggle to refill its ranks.  This thesis examines these factors that translated to reluctance within the Irish-American communities to send more men to fill its ranks.
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Introduction
	The 69th New York State Militia’s (N.Y.S.M.) return to New York City on the morning of July 27, 1861, experienced the fanfare as if they were conquering heroes.  The Irishmen disembarked from the steamship John Potter at Manhattan’s The Battery to a welcome by military officials, Irish community representatives, and thronging crowds.  The regiment marched down Broadway, past City Hall to Union Square.  The men witnessed cheering crowds along the route, chanting “we’re proud of yez, boys,” and homemade signs.  Finally, the regiment arrived at the armory at Essex Market, and the men dispersed.  The regiment was a part of a United States Army that fought an army from the Confederate States of America along a stream called Bull Run in Virginia.  The Union lost the battle but could not keep the 69th N.Y.S.M. around Washington D.C. because its 90-day enlistment was expiring alongside other state militia regiments.  With militia regiments returning home, the United States required a volunteer force to continue the prosecution of the war.  Volunteer regiments across the North recruited men for several years of service in armies gathering around Washington D.C. and further west.  Men with previous military service, or the right connections, grouped regiments into brigades, some with their own identities.  As the day ended and the men returned to their homes, the idea of a brigade full of Irish volunteers fighting for the Union was already taking shape.  Community support for this unit was brightest in 1861, but as the war progressed, strains between the Irish Brigade and the Irish-American community became apparent.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  “Arrival of the 69th Regiment,” 2.] 

	In the coming days and months, officers of the 69th N.Y.S.M., such as Lieutenant Colonel Nugent and Captain (Capt.) Meagher began coordinating with the War Department, the Governor of New York, and the Irish American community to form regiments of Irish volunteers into a brigade of their own.  With veterans from the 69th N.Y.S.M. at the core of the new 69th New York Volunteers, the brigade eventually formed around two more regiments: the 63rd and 88th New York Volunteers.  The aspirations of the Irish Brigade were grand at the beginning.  Unique to its formation was an artillery battery, and initial plans called for Boston and Philadelphia to furnish one regiment each to this formation.  Five regiments of approximately 5,000 Irishmen would answer to one man and, at the time, the most well-known and qualified Irishman in the US Army, Major General (Maj. Gen.) Shields.  While the Irish Brigade did indeed form in 1861 and shipped to Washington D.C., it was not the same as was intended, but an aspect of the brigade that made it unique to others was its connection to the community.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  “The Irish Brigade,” New York Herald, September 15, 1861, 8.  Due to several articles containing this title, I included the newspaper and date.  “New Irish Brigade,” 1.  Original conception of the Irish Brigade.] 

	Before examining the Irish Brigade in the American Civil War, we must first understand why the Irish were in the United States and the historical context of Irishmen in combat.  Before the nation’s independence, an Irish community existed in the thirteen colonies, but the number in the United States in the 1700s compared to the 1800s was night and day.  From the 1820s to the early 1860s, over two million men, women, and children emigrated from Ireland to various ports in the United States.  Their reasons for leaving varied, including sectarian violence, “The Great Famine,” and poverty.  Once in the United States, the Irish fanned out across the country and formed Irish American communities in city centers such as New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and Chicago.  These communities' prominent Irish leaders formed support networks like the Irish Emigrant Society of New York.  Created in 1844 and tasked to “afford advice, information, aid and protection, to Emigrants from Ireland, and generally to promote their welfare,” the society sought to strengthen the Irish American community with services such as an ethnic bank which by the 1860s had direct ties to the Bank of Ireland.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  McCaffrey, “Ireland and Irish American,” 1-2.  On the Great Famine and Irish focus on US cities.  Act of Incorporation of the Irish Emigrant Society of New York, 6 and 11.  Lynch-Brennan, Margaret.  The Irish Bridget.  Examines women and their support groups in the United States just before and after the Civil War.  Ural, “Ye Sons of Green Erin Assemble,” 99-132.  Examines motivations of Irishmen across the North to fight for the Union.] 

At the outbreak of war in 1861, Irish feats of arms in foreign armies were already well-documented.  Irish Exiles organized the first Irish Brigade that served for approximately 100 years in the French Army from 1690 to 1791.  Of the battles these Irishmen fought, none shined brighter for the Irish than the Battle of Fontenoy during the War of the Austrian Succession.  On May 11, 1745, French King Louis XV’s Army under the command of Maurice de Saxe faced an Allied Army of roughly the same number that consisted of Dutch, British and Hanoverian soldiers under the command of the Duke of Cumberland on a field of battle centered around the hamlet of Fontenoy in today’s Belgium.  As the battle wore on, a British attack column of approximately 15,000 men advanced upon the French Army’s left flank.  When the two sides met in combat, it soon became apparent that the British would smash the French units before them and threaten a collapse of the entire army.  Saxe ordered his reserve, the Irish Brigade, to advance on the British column’s right flank, and six regiments of Irishmen engaged with and routed the British.  With the column in retreat, the battlefield belonged to King Louis XV, who personally attributed the victory to the Irish Brigade.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  McGarry, “’Cuimnidh Ar Luimneach!’,” 18-20.] 

From the American Revolution to the Mexican-American War until the beginning of the Civil War, Irishmen stood in the ranks of the United States Army, but not in the capacity of an Irish Regiment or Brigade.  Stephen Moylan was one of the first Irishmen to fight for the newly formed United States, who in 1771 was the first president of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, a society based in Philadelphia to assist Irish emigrants in that city.  Born in Cork in 1734, he formed the 4th Regiment Light Dragoons in 1777, also known as Moylan’s Cavalry, in Pennsylvania and saw extensive service until the Revolutionary War's end.  As the Irish continued to emigrate to the United States, they served in the regular army and the conflicts of the early 1800s.  One such emigrant was James Shields.  Born in County Tyrone, he emigrated to the United States in 1826, where he found political success.  At the start of the Mexican-American War, he received a commission as a Brigadier General (Brig. Gen.), commanded a brigade in battles such as Cerro Gordo and Chapultepec, and received several wounds.  By the war's end, James Shields not only proved himself a capable leader of men but secured a prominent spot among Irish American communities to the point of celebrity status.  Upon the outbreak of war in 1861, Irish American circles expected Shields to lead again and take the field with a vast host of Irishmen under his command.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Campbell, History of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, 33.  “Pennsylvania Regiment of Cavalry.  Colonel Stephen Moylan 1777-1783.”  On Stephen Moylan.  Condon, Life of Major-General James Shields, 55, 68, and 91.] 

Several actions of Irishmen in the military garnered a mixed reputation of service to the United States by the beginning of the Civil War.  During the Mexican American War, many units in the army contained Irishmen, and Mexican authorities managed to foment dissent within the ranks to the point where several hundred Irishmen and men of other nationalities deserted to fight in the Mexican Army.  The San Patricio Battalion, or Legión de Estrangeros, fought the US Army in several battles, including Buena Vista and Mexico City.  The US Army eventually captured Mexico City and a sizable contingent of the battalion.  As desertion was a crime, the army served sixty men the sentence of hanging, while others faced whipping, branding, and hard labor until the end of the war.  Though this unit was not solely of Irish descent, the name ensured a link to the Irish.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  McCornack, The San Patricio Deserters, 131-134.] 

The predecessor to the Irish Brigade, the 69th N.Y.S.M., sought to insult the Prince of Wales just two months before South Carolina’s secession.  On October 10, 1860, one day before the Prince of Wales arrived in New York City for a reception, Colonel Corcoran, commander of the regiment, stated that his men would not participate in the planned military parade in the Prince’s honor.  A flurry of newspaper articles in both the United States and Great Britain provided numerous accounts of why the 69th N.Y.S.M. refused to march in the parade.  The New York Herald rebuked a paraphrased excerpt from the Irish Catholic-backed newspaper Metropolitan Record that the entire regiment adopted a resolution not to parade and that “the American government and people are bound to wage war against all the monarchies of the earth.”  Corcoran became an instant military celebrity in Irish American circles.  Irishmen met in Boston, passed a resolution applauding Col. Corcoran’s action, and invited him to make a “congratulatory public address.”  As punishment for disobeying a direct order, the army ordered the 69th N.Y.S.M. to case its colors, removed Col. Corcoran from command, and began a court-martial.  With President Lincoln’s call for the militia, the army could not spare a regimental commander on the sidelines and thus ended the entire affair by giving command of the 69th N.Y.S.M. back to Col. Corcoran.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  “Preparations for the Prince of Wales,” 4.  “The Sixty-Ninth (Irish) Regiment and the Prince of Wales,” 6.  “Col. Corcoran and the Prince of Wales,” 5.  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 19-21.] 

The reasons why men, women, communities, states, and even nations fought in the Civil War were numerous, but what did the Irish in America want out of this war?  For Thomas Francis Meagher, who gained fame in the failed Irish Rebellion of 1848 and the Irish Brigade’s first commander, his initial views on what was known as the Secession Crisis were sympathetic.  “I tell you candidly and plainly that, in this controversy, my sympathies are entirely with the South!”  After news of the firing on Fort Sumter, Meagher’s sympathies left him, and he called upon the Fenian Brotherhood office in New York City, where he received the support to raise the “Phoenix Zouaves,” a company of men he commanded as part of the 69th N.Y.S.M. at the Battle of Bull Run.  His views about the United States were that of a country that provided refuge for the Irish.  He was both an American and Irish citizen, and thus defending the United States could provide the avenue for Ireland to gain its independence.  Women in the Irish American community sometimes challenged the bravado of Meagher.  Maria Lydig Daly, though not of Irish birth, married a prominent Irish American judge, Charles P. Daly, and lent direct financial support to the brigade.  Maria Lydig Daly also acknowledged the political jockeying of Irish American officers like Meagher and disliked how he obtained command of the Irish Brigade.  As we will see, the Irish American community believed certain officers deserved specific commands, and upsetting this unspoken rule would directly affect the Irish Brigade on the home front.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Cavanagh, Memoirs of Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher, 368-69.  Daly, Diary of a Union Lady, 105.] 

For the Irish Brigade, a community link was essential for its continued existence and its greater purpose toward Irish independence, but because of heavy casualties, a reluctant volunteering population, inconvenient timing, and insufficient recruiting practices, the brigade never adequately replenished its ranks from the same community to desired levels.  The recruitment of the Irish Brigade warrants further examination because it highlights connections between Irishmen in the ranks and the greater community that existed in some form from 1771 to 1865.  This paper examines this connection and the strains between the men in the brigade and the Irish American brethren wherever they called home.  “The Battles” summarizes The Irish Brigade on the battlefield, which witnessed heavy fighting and losses in battles from 1862 to 65.  “The Community” establishes the Irish Brigade's various links with its Irish-American base.  “Recruiting Practices” highlights the brigade's difficulties as casualties mounted, rumors abounded, and other Irish units drew from the same community.  “The Men Return Home” examines the most successful recruitment drive of the war for the brigade, the winter of 1864.  For years, the men of the Irish Brigade proved their abilities in combat, and during that winter, they proved to be a critical facet toward the recruitment of their regiments.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Books that focus on the Irish American Homefront during the Civil War: Susannah Ural Bruce’s The Harp and the Eagle. ] 



ii

1

The Battles
	The Irish Brigade initially consisted of the 63rd, 69th, and 88th New York Regiments.  Assigned to Sumner’s Division of the Army of the Potomac in November 1861, they became a part of the 1st Division, II Corps in March 1862 after an army-wide reorganization and remained in the same division and corps until the end of the war.  Inclusion in the II Corps Army of the Potomac meant the brigade participated in some of the most significant engagements of the war, and the parts of the battlefield synonymous with heavy fighting.  From the first battle in 1862 until the war’s end in 1865, the Irish Brigade was always below its prescribed combat strength.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Dyer, A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, 1:191-193.] 

For the remainder of 1861 into early 1862, the brigade joined other units from the North, which coalesced around Washington D.C. to form the Army of the Potomac.  The Irish Brigade occupied Camp California, approximately three miles west of Alexandria, Virginia, where it trained for the inevitable engagement with the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.  The three regiments’ initial combat strengths were 745 men in the 69th New York, 800 men in the 88th New York, and 1,000 men in the 63rd New York.  During this time, the Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and veterans from the Battle of Bull Run trained the recruits.  Responsibility for drill and bayonet training fell to the Officers and NCOs within the regiments, but the training did not stop there.  Countless retellings of personal experiences in the 69th N.Y.S.M. at the Battle of Bull Run gave the raw recruits within the brigade a glimpse of what to expect when they found themselves on the battlefield.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 68, 72-74.] 

The Irish Brigade saw its first taste of combat in battles known as the Peninsula Campaign, the Army of the Potomac’s advance and eventual repulse from the Confederate Capital of Richmond, Virginia.  As the Union Army advanced up the Virginia Peninsula, the army’s wings split along the Chickahominy River, which presented an opportunity for the Confederate Army, commanded by Joseph E. Johnston, to fight only a portion of a numerically superior foe.  On May 31, 1862, the II Corps and the Irish Brigade crossed the river to support the IV Corps under attack from The Army of Northern Virginia.  As the corps formed for battle, its commander Maj. Gen. Sumner rode along the front of his men and gave encouragement.  Upon recognizing the Irish Brigade forming in line of battle, he stopped his horse and asked the men, “Are the Green Flags ready?”  The brigade entered the Battle of Fair Oaks and sustained seven Killed, thirty-one Wounded, one Missing, and continued with the Union Army in its advance toward Richmond.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Walker, History of the Second Army Corps, 25-27.  “Gen. Meagher Recruiting the Irish Brigade,” 8.  The War of the Rebellion, vol. 11, part 1, Reports, 757.  Note: the numbers for wounded are of all types.  A soldier can be wounded and return to their regiment after treatment or get discharged depending on severity.] 

Just as the Army of the Potomac seemed poised to take Richmond, a series of battles known as the Seven Days Campaign, brought on by the Confederate Army’s new commander Robert E. Lee, ended their advance and convinced the army’s commander to cancel his campaign and eventually evacuate the peninsula.  In mid-June, the Irish Brigade inherited a fourth regiment already located on the Virginia Peninsula, the 29th Massachusetts, with an original strength of 808 men.  From June 25 at Oak Grove to July 1 at Malvern Hill, the Army of the Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia fought on six separate battlefields.  The Irish Brigade found itself in the center of battle throughout this week.  As a testament to how much fighting the brigade saw during this time, at Malvern Hill, a Mississippi Colonel saw the emerald flag of the 88th New York appear in front of his regiment and remarked, “Here’s that damned green flag again.”  By the time the Army of the Potomac left Virginia and returned to Washington D.C., the Irish Brigade had lost a further thirty-four Killed, 226 Wounded, and 232 Missing.  These casualties suffered in the summer of 1862 brought great concern from the Irish-American community and became the basis for rumors that painted Brig. Gen. Meagher as the wrong leader for the Irish Brigade.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  “Report of the Adjutant General,” 1.  Strength of the 29th Massachusetts.  “Gen. Meagher Recruiting the Irish Brigade,” 8.  The Damned Green Flag.  The War of the Rebellion, vol. 11, part 2, Reports, 24.] 

In the late summer of 1862, The Army of Northern Virginia defeated two Union Armies in Virginia, the Army of the Potomac around Richmond and the newly formed Army of Virginia, at the Second Battle of Bull Run.  Capitalizing on this success, the Army of Northern Virginia invaded Maryland in early September, and the Army of the Potomac pursued and met the Confederates at the Battle of Antietam on September 17 near Sharpsburg, Maryland.  This single day of battle proved the bloodiest day of the war and American military history.  The Irish Brigade advanced over rolling hills toward the Confederate line arrayed along a sunken road.  By the end of the day, the sunken road became known as "Bloody Lane" and the brigade suffered 113 Killed, 422 Wounded, and five Missing.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 19, part 1, Reports, 192.] 

By December 1862, the Irish Brigade found itself around the town of Fredericksburg, Virginia, poised to enter combat once again.  Since Antietam, the army added two more regiments to the brigade: the 116th Pennsylvania with 700 men and swapped the 29th Massachusetts for the 28th Massachusetts with an original strength of 945 men.  Throughout 1862, this proved the easiest way for the army to maintain the brigade at an appropriate combat strength.  This final substitution of the 28th Massachusetts meant that all five regiments were of Irish heritage.  On December 13, the brigade participated in the ill-conceived assault on Confederate lines west of Fredericksburg.  Along Marye’s Heights, the scene of the Irish Brigade’s failed advance: fifty men died, 421 sustained wounds, and seventy-four were missing.  In a private letter, later published nationwide, Captain Nagle of the 88th New York wrote to his father that his company consisted of two sergeants and three men.  As a regiment, the 88th New York “could muster but ten officers and forty-one men; the 69th, seven officers and fifty-nine men; the 63rd, six officers and sixty-four men; the 116th, thirteen officers and fifty-seven men.”  In the first year of fighting, the Irish Brigade was woefully understrength, and Brig. Gen. Meagher began messaging army officials in Washington D.C. to send the unit home to recruit.  These appeals received no answer, and 1863 proved the scene of more horrendous battles for the brigade.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Mulholland, The Story of the 116th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 3.  “Report of the Adjutant General,” 1.  116th PA and 28th MA  incorporation.  The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 21, 129.  Alexandria Gazette, 1.  Casualty figures.] 

At the beginning of 1863, Maj. Gen. Hooker took command of the Army of the Potomac, who planned an offensive against the Army of Northern Virginia that culminated in the Battle of Chancellorsville, April 30 to May 6.  Maj. Gen. Hooker intended to march around the Confederate rear and fight on his chosen field.  However, it turned into a surprise engagement around the hamlet of Chancellorsville, approximately ten miles west of the Confederate fortifications at Fredericksburg.  Here, a Confederate assault on Union lines became another scene of carnage.  Private Peter Welsh of the 28th Massachusetts remarked the fighting produced “another grand skedaddle,” but the Irish Brigade did not participate in the fighting until May 3.  The 520 men of the brigade received the task to retrieve the artillery of the 5th Maine Battery, abandoned by its crews on the field.  It was difficult because they had no horses available to pull the cannon back to union lines.  The brigade succeeded in its task but suffered eight killed, sixty-three wounded, and thirty-one missing.  For months, Brig. Gen. Meagher tried in vain to send the Irish Brigade home to recruit more men, and in the wake of Chancellorsville he sent another plea to the army.  These appeals fell on deaf ears and Brig. Gen. Meagher saw no other option but to resign his command.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Kohl and Richard, ed., Irish Green and Union Blue, 90. PVT Welsh’s comments.  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 400.  5th ME BTRY.  The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 25, part 1, Reports, 176.  Casualties.  “General Meagher’s Farewell Address,” 5.] 

The resignation made national headlines, but the Irish Brigade did not get authorization to return home as the Army of Northern Virginia invaded the North in the summer of 1863.  From July 1-3, the Army of the Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia met in battle around Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  The battle proved the bloodiest of the war, with the Irish Brigade involved in desperate fighting around an area known today as “The Wheatfield” on the second and third days of fighting.  This piece of land changed hands several times, and the brigade found itself in the center.  After two days of fighting, the Army of the Potomac was the victor, but the brigade lost another twenty-seven killed, 109 wounded, and sixty-two missing.  After the battle, Peter Walsh commented to his wife, “out of five regiments that form this brigade there is but men enough here present to make three full companies.”  At this point in the war, almost two years since its original formation, this remark warrants a review of the combat strength of each regiment when they originally formed: 745 men in the 69th New York, 800 men in the 88th New York, 1,000 men in the 63rd New York, 700 men in the 116th Pennsylvania, and 945 men in the 28th Massachusetts.  On paper, these three companies still represented the Irish Brigade, but in reality, they could barely form half of one battalion, not even one regiment.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Kohl and Richard, ed., Irish Green and Union Blue, 109.] 

The Irish Brigade, though heavily attrited, remained an active unit and, as we will see, replenished its ranks to a respectable level before the Battle of the Wilderness in May 1864.  The brigade was on the verge of disappearing because of heavy casualties.  However, the brigade veterans demonstrated they still desired to fight by re-enlisting and recruiting from the Irish-American community while on furlough in New York City, Boston and Philadelphia.  This change in recruiting practices in the winter of 1864 brought the Irish Brigade back from the brink of dissolution and ready to fight as a replenished unit for the summer campaign.  The Army of the Potomac now came under the command of Lieutenant General Grant and fought the Army of Northern Virginia every day between May 4 and the end of June.  The Overland Campaign, as it became known, began with the Battle of the Wilderness around the old Chancellorsville battlefield.  After this first battle, the Army of the Potomac did not retire for months on end.  Instead, it maneuvered closer to the Confederate capital in Richmond.  Of the many battles included in this campaign, the Irish Brigade participated in several: The Wilderness, Spotsylvania Courthouse, North Anna River, Totopotomy, and Cold Harbor before it arrived at the siege around Petersburg Virginia, approximately twenty-five miles south of Richmond.  The total casualties of the brigade across these battles are staggering: 131 killed, 714 wounded, and sixty-two missing.  In his synopsis of the campaign, Col. St. Clair Mullholland, commander of the 116th Pennsylvania, noted that the regiment fought nineteen out of the thirty-one days of the campaign and that “no wonder the loss was over two hundred in killed and wounded.  It is remarkable that it was still not greater.”[footnoteRef:18] [18:  The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 36, part 1, Reports, 121, 137, 154, 166.  Casualties..  Vandall, Our Experience in the Irish Brigade, 230.] 

By the end of July, due to heavy losses in the Irish Brigade and other organizations within II Corps, the army distributed the five regiments across the First Division.  The three New York regiments found themselves in the Consolidated Brigade, a unit of ten New York Regiments, while the 28th Massachusetts and the 116th Pennsylvania moved to the First and Fourth Brigades of the First Division.  Captain David Power Conyngham, a brigade staff officer, called the move an “ungracious and ungenerous measure,” but this seems only one opinion.  Daniel Landis from the 116th Pennsylvania commented, “I might have stayed at the headquarters of the brigade in which most of the Irish brigade was put, but did not care about it.”  The Overland Campaign sapped the strength and morale of the Irish Brigade to a point where some men did not care about its existence.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 40, part 1, Reports, 241-42.  Reconsolidation of the brigade.  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 467.  Vandall, Our Experience in the Irish Brigade 249.] 

By 1865, the Irish Brigade got a second lease on life as the 28th Massachusetts, 63rd New York, 69th New York, and 88th New York, reformed alongside the 4th New York Heavy Artillery, but it was not whole.  The 116th Pennsylvania remained in a separate brigade for the remainder of the war.  Despite heavy casualties in 1864 and 1865, the regiments of the Irish Brigade remained intact until the war's end.  In four years of fighting, thousands of Irishmen fought and died for their adoptive nation, and to maintain this brigade required a link to the Irish-American community.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 46, part 1, Reports, 566.] 



The Community
	The Irish Brigade required the support of the Irish-American community to function throughout the war.  As the brigade asked Irishmen to volunteer for service in the army, it soon became apparent that a strong connection with the local community was vital.  The brigade maintained its connection with the Irish-American community through various festivals and gatherings.  These gatherings provided updates from the brigade, allowing the community to engage with representatives and recruit from the community.  As the years passed, the gatherings and festivals drew thousands in attendance and provided a barometer of the community's sentiments.
	How a brigade formed varied: a standard method was grouping several regiments into brigades as they arrived in areas like Washington D.C., it could form from a community like the Irish Brigade or one that formed around a personality like the Excelsior Brigade.  On paper, it was an “All New York” Brigade: 70th, 72nd, 73rd, and 74th bearing the same state name, but because of the manner its commander raised it, the regiments had its core from New York but also contained companies that came from across the North to join its ranks.  The draw to this brigade was because of its wealthy commander, Brig. Gen. Dan Sickles.  A New York State Congressmen before the war, he garnered nationwide fame in 1859 when he murdered his wife’s lover and successfully defended his actions in court due to “temporary insanity.”  From May to July 1861, Brig. Gen. Sickles and a select group of wealthy friends raised men for his brigade, funded everything for the men except for pay, and flaunted the treatment of the regiments in several newspapers.  There was no need for a community to form support apparatuses for the Excelsior Brigade, as it was common knowledge that the men had their needs met by its commander and his friends.  By July, the brigade contained 3,000 men, but Sickles claimed he had seventeen regiments totaling 29,000 men desiring to join his brigade, which he had to refuse.  The Excelsior Brigade provided a different draw to its ranks that the Irish Brigade did not have, immense wealth, and filling a brigade with Irishmen to fight for the United States required a different approach.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Hartog, “Lawyering, Husbands' Rights,” 70-1 and 83.  Sickles Trial.  “The Excelsior Brigade.  The Philadelphia Volunteers Enrolled,” 8.  “The Excelsior Brigade,” 8.  “Excelsior Brigade,” May 16, 1861, 8.  “Excelsior Brigade,” May 23, 1861, 8.  “GEN Sickles’ EXCELSIOR BRIGADE,” 1.  “Local Military Movements,” 8.  “Departure of the First New York Excelsior Regiment” 5.  Source material behind the formation of the Excelsior Brigade.] 

	The first festival or gathering held by the Irish Brigade came in its first days to support the families affected by the Battle of Bull Run, highlighting the Irish-American community's early enthusiasm for the war.  The Convention of Irish Societies, alongside the Irish Brigade, hosted the “Relief of the Widows and Orphans” festival on August 29, 1861.  Situated in Jones’s Wood on Staten Island, the festival drew thousands.  At its core, the festival provided an outing for all things Irish.  The multitude filled the park with admission at twenty-five cents and purchased Irish and 69th N.Y.S.M.-themed trinkets.  It was a chance for the Irish-American community to connect with the soldiers who fought in the battle and support the families of those who would never see a family member again.  Capt. Meagher, a master orator, provided the keynote speech to the community gathered that day.  Meagher argued that the men killed in battle in Virginia had sealed “their oath of American citizenship with their blood,” but as they died, “the last thought that left their hearts was for the liberty of Ireland.”  He continued that the men who fought for the Irish Brigade in the United States furthered the cause for Irish Independence across the ocean:
Every blow that, with the shout of ‘Feac an bealac’ clears the Stars and Stripes, and plants that flag wherever it has prescriptive to float, deals to this English aristocracy a deadly mortification and discouragement… and thus so far avenges and liberates the island of which it has been the persecution… in spite of which her children make their footing good and assert themselves abroad.

Through constant cheers and hear hears from the crowd, Meagher asked men to join him to fight in the war, to serve a higher purpose beyond that of the United States.  Meagher also told the thronging Irish-American community of another purpose this new Irish Brigade had, its duty toward the families of the men:
Let us at all events, who hail from Ireland, stand to the last by the Stars and Stripes… the friendliest sanctuary of the Irish race… and in going forth to battle for the American Union against domestic treason and despotisms of Europe, let the Irish soldier take with him the assurance, which the scene before us justifies, that, should he fall, neither his wife nor little ones will be forgotten.

In the early days of the Irish Brigade, Meagher appealed to the crowd that this was only the first war for the Irish to fight, the next conflict being the liberty of Ireland itself.  This second conflict became a unique aspect of the Irish Brigade and one of the reasons why they refused consolidation with other brigades as the casualties mounted.  Maintaining an Irish identity proved that the Irish could yet again fight for an adoptive country and serve as a warning to the British that the men fighting for America had their eyes on their homeland once this conflict ended.  Meagher connected the brigade's dissolution as a blow to Irish independence and placed the onus on the community to maintain its ranks during the war.  The community seemingly burst at the seams in elation at the prospect of not one but two wars.  Soon their stomach for just this first war ran thin.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  “The Monster Festival,” 5.] 

	Though a New York park packed to the gills with Irish-Americans was an easy outward sign of support, the community also demonstrated their support for the men that volunteered in other highly publicized manners, including the presentation of gifts.  Though the US Army would furnish the uniforms, weapons, and food required for the Irish Brigade to fight, Irishmen received personalized equipment for the fighting that was to come.  The Irish-American community participated in ceremonies around New York City, like Col. Henry M. Baker, commander of the 88th New York, who received a sword and sash in New Jersey.  These presentations had an air of “festive entertainment”: the presentation of the gift, a formal speech of gratitude by Col. Baker, then further speeches from members of the brigade and the community.  “The Irish Element” around Capt. Horgan of the 88th New York gathered in South Brooklyn for similar “festivities.”  A Brooklyn Alderman and Assemblyman spoke of Capt. Horgan’s character and then presented a revolver, holsters, and sword.  The brigade leadership became a typical recipient of such gifts, but the regiments also received gifts throughout the war.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  “Presentation to Captain Horgan, of the Irish Brigade,” 8.  “The Irish Brigade.  Presentation to Colonel Henry M. Baker,” 3.] 

The regimental flags were arguably the most treasured gift bestowed by the Irish-American community to the brigade throughout the war.  Each regiment in the Union Army formed around an American Flag and a regimental flag unique to each organization.  Maria Daly became a part of the community initiative to raise $600 for the six flags of the brigade in October 1861, to which she contributed $65.  By November 1862, these original flags required replacement.  Thus, the old flags returned to New York City, and in an elaborate ceremony on November 25, officers handed the tattered flags over to Daniel Devlin, a member of The Executive Committee of the Irish Brigade, The Society of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, and the Irish Emigrant Society, in exchange for new regimental flags.  Following the Battle of Fredericksburg, the brigade officers refused to accept the new flags because “they were not strong enough numerically to protect them and to carry them with honor through the scenes of carnage.”  The gifts of flags came through civilian committees designed to assist the brigade year-round.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Daly, Diary of a Union Lady, 60, 63 and 201-02.  “Presentation of a Gold Medal and Shoulder straps to General Meagher,” 5.  Sullivan, “That Charity which begins at Home.”  Examines the Hibernian Society and The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in further detail.] 

	Several committees were formed in the early days of the war to support the Irish Brigade, with members from other Irish organizations and a few in prominent offices like Archbishop Hughes, Judge Daly, and Daniel Devlin.  The society's purpose was “to aid in the formation and dispatch of the Irish Brigade… and now appeals to the public, particularly to all who claim Irish birth or lineage, for assistance in this most important object.”  Officers of the Irish Brigade and the “Third Irish” sent a report to the Executive Committee of the Irish Brigade Committee:
having been earnestly requested by several of the leading and most influential citizens of New York, many of them of Irish birth and origin, and all of them interested deeply in every movement to which the honor of the Irish race is committed, to permit the undersigned to make such arrangements as would enable these two organizations to unite on a friendly and permanent basis.

“The Irish Brigade Committee” represented community involvement in the brigade's formation, ensuring that only Irish Regiments joined it.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 51.  Purpose of the society.  “The Irish Brigade,” New York Herald, November 15, 1861, 5.  Report to executive committee.] 

	As the regiments coalesced within the Irish Brigade, a central question arose around who would lead it in battle.  This question had input from the Irish-American community and the men within the brigade.  Before the Civil War began, the Irish Community had three Irish Military Celebrities within their ranks: Maj. Gen. Shields, Col. Corcoran, and Capt. Meagher.  The common sentiment by August 1861 was that Maj. Gen. Shields of Mexican-American War fame would command an Irish Brigade 5,000 strong, with the 69th N.Y.S.M. forming the core of this supposed unit.  However, Shields was out west at the beginning of the war and could not take command of the brigade.  Col. Corcoran was the next logical choice, given his command of the 69th N.Y.S.M. at Bull Run, but for the rest of 1861, he sat in Richmond as a prisoner of war.  Despite this, Col. Corcoran’s name remained at the top of the list for brigade command as Judge Daly worked for Corcoran’s release through government and unofficial channels.  This absence left Capt. Meagher next in line, but in the latter months of 1861, Capt. Meagher presented a conundrum that ultimately did not rest well with the Irish-American community.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  “New Irish Brigade,” 1.  Belief that Shields would command the brigade.  Daly, Diary of a Union Lady, 45-6, 83.] 

	The Irish American community did not hold back their opinions on who should command the Irish Brigade, and each man possessed certain qualities that placed the three Irish Military Celebrities in a particular order.  Not only was General Shields a self-made Irishman, but his political and military career spanned such a long time and he held such high positions in both fields that his reputation within Irish across the nation was cemented long before the outbreak of the Civil War.  From 1839 until 1859, Shields served in several government positions, most notably as a Senator of Illinois and Minnesota, and his service in the Mexican-American War.  Upon his appointment as general, he received criticism to the point of claiming his incompetence to lead men in battle.  Shields led his men into battle at Cerro Gordo and suffered a bullet wound to a lung, deemed so severe by doctors that newspapers in the United States published his obituary while he still struggled to stay alive.  He survived an experimental surgery and received a promotion to Brevet Major General for his actions in battle.  This promotion cemented his status as the highest rank achieved by an Irishman in the United States Army, and even after the war he remained a well-known figure in the United States as a Senator.  President Lincoln appointed James Shields as a Brigadier General on August 20, but he did not immediately receive brigade command, in part to him residing in California.  By August 23, The Sun in New York City “learned from a reliable source” that Brig. Gen. Shields would command the Irish Brigade, a story corroborated by The New York Herald, but there was no confirmation of this claim from Washington D.C.  As in the Mexican-American War, Brig. Gen. Shields was the highest ranking officer in the United States Army born in Ireland, and his previous command experience at the same level left little doubt that Shields possessed the highest credentials for command of the Irish Brigade.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  “Sketch of General Shields,” 3.  “Appointments of Brigadier Generals,”  1.  Shields appointed to Brig. Gen.  “Military and Naval Movements: An Irish Brigade. –General Shields to be the Commander,” 2.  The Sun’s “reliable source” and description of the brigade.  “New Irish Brigade,” 1.  The Herald publishes a similar article to The Sun.] 

Second in line was Col. Corcoran, whose actions before the war, specifically in 1861, garnered the admiration of the Irish American community.  Corcoran was a self-made Irishman as he rose through almost every rank within the 69th N.Y.S.M.  His snub toward the Prince of Wales garnered praise from the Irish-American community, but other aspects set him apart from Shields and Meagher.  He was a founding member of the Fenian Brotherhood in New York City in 1858, an American-based organization tasked with freeing Ireland of English rule, which dated back to the twelfth century.  His actions at First Bull Run truly cemented his celebrity within the community.  He calmly led the regiment, but as the battle reached its climax and Union forces retreated from the field, Col. Corcoran formed a contingent from the 69th N.Y.S.M. as a rear guard against the advancing Confederate Cavalry.  He sustained a wound to the leg during the battle, and Confederate Cavalry captured him.  Col. Corcoran’s standing within the community continued to rise as a prisoner of war.  He became a rallying point for the Irish Brigade and a political tool in the New York City Mayoral election of 1861.  Political advertisements appealed to the Irish-American community to vote against the incumbent, Fernando Wood:
Mayor Wood catered to the Prince and was the leading man to do him honors…Corcoran was respected and applauded by his countrymen for the position he took; while Wood was despised and condemned.  Wood now sympathizes with the rebels, and so does the British Government; while Corcoran and his friends are for this government at all hazards.

An Irish voter either sided with Corcoran and his community by voting in opposition to Wood or the Confederacy and the British Government in voting for Wood.  Although physically absent from the Irish-American community, Col. Corcoran's reputation still held significant sway, which translated to him as second in line for command, despite languishing in a Richmond POW camp.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Savage, Fenian Heroes and Martyrs, 55-6.  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 40-1.  Corcoran’s capture.  “COL. Corcoran vs. Mayor Wood,” 4.] 

	Meagher’s standing within the Irish community was significant, but his achievements made him the most junior Irish Military Celebrity compared to Shields and Corcoran.  His most endearing quality was his knack for public speaking, but he also proved his devotion to Irish independence in the failed uprising while part of the “Young Irelanders” in 1848, which made Meagher the only Military Celebrity who took up arms for Ireland.  At his trial, Meagher assumed a death sentence was forthcoming and stated his views on Irish freedom “I am here to regret nothing I have ever done – to retract nothing I have ever spoken.”  Meagher received a death sentence, but it was commuted to banishment to Tasmania because the US and European countries took a keen interest in the failed revolution.  Thus, Meagher became known to the Irish-American community for his part in 1848, subsequent escape from Tasmania, and eventual US emigration in 1852.  He continued his work toward Irish nationalism from New York until the beginning of the war, most notably through his newspaper Irish News.  Meagher’s military experience was that of forming his own company within the 69th New York and his conduct at First Bull Run.  On that day, he was a flurry of energy: he moved the regimental flag around the regiment and rode in front of the men, shouting encouragement, “Come on boys! You’ve got your chance at last!”  Meagher displayed leadership on the battlefield that day, but Col. Corcoran outshined him before and after the battle to the Irish-American community.  From the beginning of the Irish Brigade’s recruiting, his subordination was prevalent as he only received authorization to recruit for the brigade, not command it.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Bruce, The Harp and the Eagle, 57-8.  Meagher’s history.  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 42.  “The Battle,” 3.  Meagher at First Bull Run.] 

	Capt. Meagher became the face of the Irish Brigade that formed in the second half of 1861, but during that same time, he outwardly rebuked rumors that he wanted command of it.  In mid-August, Meagher received an invitation from Maj. Gen. Fremont in St. Louis with an offer of a staff position and the rank of colonel, but he declined.  That same month, Meagher petitioned the War Department for authority to form the 69th New York Volunteers and, on August 30, received approval and authorization “to arrange with the colonels commanding of four other regiments to be raised to form a brigade, the brigadier-general for which will be designated hereafter by the proper authority of Government.”  For the remainder of 1861, Col. Meagher was the mouthpiece of the brigade to the public, but not its commander.  Maria Daly remarked at the Irish community’s attendance at the 69th New York’s departure for Washington D.C. on November 18 how uncomfortable Col. Meagher was at her husband’s comments.  “I do not think, from what I hear, that Meagher particularly enjoyed hearing the judge compliment Corcoran so highly just at this moment, for should he regain his freedom, he [Corcoran] would be entitled to the brigadiership.”[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 49-50.  Meagher Petition.  Daly, Diary of a Union Lady, 79.] 

	The decision to be the first commander of the Irish Brigade came in early February 1862, as the brigade camped outside of Washington D.C., which marked the first rift between it and the Irish-American community.  For months, Col. Meagher gave numerous recruitment speeches to bring the regiments to authorized strength and denied any desire for the vacant brigade command position, but this was only a public face to Meagher’s designs on higher command.  Maria Daly recognized Meagher’s true intentions, and when it came to brigade command, she saw him as “despotic” and even “double-faced.”  It is clear that the Irish-American community assumed that General Shields was the first choice, followed by Col. Corcoran, but who would command the Irish Brigade ultimately rested with Congress, and Col. Meagher exerted influence once they arrived around Washington D.C. for brigade command.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Daly, Diary of a Union Lady, 69 and 75.] 

The men of the Irish Brigade viewed Col. Meagher in a positive light, and the officers signed a memorial to the Secretary of War stating their desire for Meagher to lead the brigade.  On December 19, several officers met with President Lincoln to present their case for Meagher as brigade commander, after which the Senate received Meagher’s name for consideration.  Uncertainty still reigned around the vacant brigade command as James Shields had yet to arrive in Washington, but that changed on January 5, 1862.  General Shields did not want to command a brigade but a division and declined the offer.  He endorsed Meagher’s name for command of the brigade and put any reasons for contention to rest as he desired the Irish Brigade, commanded by Meagher, within his division.  Maria Daly, ever the ardent supporter of the unit and Col. Corcoran, found herself distraught at the sequence of events.  “General Shields turns out to be little more than a politician.  He has fraternized entirely with Meagher and endorses him wholesale…  How few noble-minded men there are!  A major-generalship, I suppose, tempts the General and makes him thus insincere.  Pshaw!”  Maj. Gen. Shields and now Brig. Gen. Meagher crossed a line in the eyes of such an influential member of the Irish-American community, for two Irish Military Celebrities successfully sidelined the third, Col. Corcoran, in his absence.  This action directly affected the brigade on the home front in the subsequent recruiting drives.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  “The Irish Brigade,” New York Herald, December 12, 1861, 5.  Memorial to the Secretary of War.  Cavanagh, Memoirs of Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher, 429-30.  Shields’ endorsement.  Daly, Diary of a Union Lady, 96.] 



Recruiting Practices
	The Irish Brigade maintained a recruiting office at 398 Broadway and regimental offices in Philadelphia and Boston, allowing constant recruitment from the Irish-American Community, but this was not enough.  After a significant battle, the brigade hosted festivals to draw the community out to hear the exploits of the brigade, but at the end of the day, men did not sign up to fight.  On top of this, the Irish Brigade soon found itself one of two brigades of Irishmen recruiting from the same community, at least in New York City.  The timing issue and a reluctant volunteering population contributed to consistently low recruitment numbers for most of the war.
	In the second half of 1861, recruiters had to establish themselves within the community to raise the Irish Brigade.  During this time, the most common recruiter was the Company Commander, usually a Captain, who established a recruiting tent in a popular park or a heavily trafficked street corner.  Company commanders during this time placed ads in city papers that made personal appeals to the Irish-American populace and demonstrated the quality of their leadership.  “The ‘Scout’ of the Sixty-Ninth Regiment Liet. B.J. McDermott, invites his old companions in arms to join Company F, Connaught Rangers, Fourth regiment Irish Brigade… Boys, I know you, and you know I.”  Further down the column, Company B of the 69th New York, situated on 20 West Thirteenth Street, gave their company an easy motto for the reader to remember “Rally, bees, round the old Green Flag.”  As a testament to the overwhelming support the Irish Brigade initially garnered resulted in an arrest in New England.  By mid-August, two members of the Irish-American community in Boston faced charges before the United States Commissioner for “inciting soldiers to desert Massachusetts regiments for the purpose of joining the New York Irish Brigade.”[footnoteRef:33] [33:  “The Irish Brigade,” New York Herald, September 15, 1861, 8.  Company recruitment.  “The War,” New York Herald, September 16, 1861, 7.  Advertisements.  “News From Boston,” 1.] 

The 28th Massachusetts recruited around Boston at the end of 1861 and enjoyed the direct support of Patrick Donahoe, editor of the Boston Pilot, throughout their initial recruitment.  Around Boston, the regiments forming for war established camps where recruitment and training occurred side-by-side.  For the 28th Massachusetts at Camp Cameron, an Irishman seeking to fight alongside his compatriots had to journey to the regiment to enlist.  The 116th Pennsylvania recruited from the Irish community in Philadelphia between 1862 and 1865 with its recruiting office at 1215 Market Street.  Other locations throughout the city included The Union Volunteer Refreshment Saloon, a common stop in Philadelphia for Union regiments marching toward Washington D.C.  The regiment established camp in Jones’ Woods in Hestonville, west of Philadelphia, where it remained and completed its recruitment drive.  Whether in New York, Boston, or Philadelphia, the regiments of the Irish Brigade called upon their Irish-American communities to fill the ranks, and they answered.  For most of the war, refilling them became an issue.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  “Irishmen of Massachusetts!” 1.  Barnard, Campaigning with the Irish Brigade, 23.  28th in camp.  Taylor, Philadelphia in the Civil War 1861 1865, 303.  “Recruiting,” 8.  “Local Intelligence,” 8.  116th Recruitment locations.] 

	After the initial recruitment drives, the responsibility of recruiting transferred from company commanders to brigade representatives in offices in New York, Boston, and Philadelphia.  Officers responsible for recruiting depended upon who was in the city at the time.  The ranking officer within each city, by default, commanded the brigade office until the end of his stay and was responsible for recruiting.  Besides a centralized location, the brigade's leadership announced they would only accept one kind of recruit, privates.  There were several reasons for this: those that sought higher ranks within the brigade had to first prove themselves in battle before gaining higher rank, the brigade then filled vacant leadership positions from their ranks, and this also meant that the use of reputation in civilian life had no bearing on what rank a person received upon joining a regiment.  This meant that though the brigade continued to sustain losses with each battle, the seasoned veterans and the recruits could rely on battle-tested leadership, not someone who bought their position.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  “Special Order-No.2.  Head Recruiting Office, Irish Brigade, No. 398 Broadway, New York,” 5.  “General Meagher Before His Countrymen,” 5.] 

	Following the Peninsula and Seven Days Campaigns, the Irish Brigade hosted another festival in New York and Brig. Gen. Meagher now had to answer to rumors within the Irish-American community on the treatment of the brigade in battle.  While the unit fought around Richmond, rumors began to spread in New York that painted Brig. Gen. Meagher in less than favorable light: the brigade was overworked, there was a disparity in food quality between the officers and men, disease ran rampant due to poor medical facilities, and Brig. Gen. Meagher was overeager to place the men into combat when it was not needed.  Meagher addressed these issues at a recruiting drive at the 7th N.Y.S.M. Armory on July 26 to an Irish-American crowd of about 10,000.  Meagher’s skills in oratory settled the rumors of these first campaigns, but this was the first brigade-led festival in the wake of a battle, and the community’s concerns for the men in the brigade would only mount as the war progressed.  Besides oratory, the Irish Brigade relied on state, city, and even private organization bounties, to entice recruits to the brigade.  Mid-August proved the culmination of the recruiting drive, as 150 recruits left New York for the army and “over one hundred men” mustered into service for eventual transport to the brigade.  However, the brigade could not fully recuperate their losses, which proved impossible with the appearance of an Irish Military Celebrity in New York City.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  “Gen. Meagher Recruiting the Irish Brigade.” 8.  Armory speech.  “The Irish Brigade-Orders from Gen. Meagher,” 5.  Bounties.] 

	Corcoran’s return to New York in the summer of 1862 came with much fanfare from the Irish-American community and the city in general.  Now a brigadier general, he set out to form a brigade from the Irish-American community that rivaled the Irish Brigade’s recruitment.  In August, the Confederacy released Col. Corcoran to Washington D.C., and the War Department authorized him to command a brigade called the Irish Legion.  As he made his way from Washington D.C. to New York City, the anticipation of his arrival gave way to an extravagant reception and outrageous rumors alongside his triumphant return.  August 22 was the date for Brig. Gen. Corcoran’s return and planning became a frenzy.  City Hall found itself swamped with requests from various societies of New York City and every Hibernian Association to contribute to the festivities.  Even P.T. Barnum advertised premium seats at his American Museum for the expected procession.  From July to October, the Irish Legion recruited throughout the city, and a sign of which Irish unit took precedence over the other, rumors abounded until August 27 that the 69th New York had detached itself from the Irish Brigade to return to New York City and place itself at the head of the Irish Legion.  Newspapers further contributed to the confusion as they printed articles that used the Irish Legion and Irish Brigade interchangeably when describing Corcoran’s Brigade.  The Irish Brigade could not compete with the Irish Legion as only a few hundred men answered Brig. Gen. Meagher’s call, while several thousand men formed five regiments around Brig. Gen. Corcoran from the late summer to the early fall of 1862.  This was well below the numbers they sought, as Brig. Gen. Meagher promised Col. Nugent, commander of the 69th New York, that he would provide 500 men to his regiment alone.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  “The Corcoran Reception,” 5.  Requests to city hall.  “Barnum’s American Museum,” 7.  “Movements of General Corcoran-The Reception of the Sixty-ninth To-Day,” 5.  Rumor about the 69th NY.  “Corcoran’s Irish Legion,” 8.  Interchangeable names.  “Interesting Letter form Colonel Nugent, of the Irish Brigade,” 8.] 

	Competing units aside, it became apparent that the recruiters the Irish Brigade relied upon, the officers, were insufficient in replenishing the ranks.  As early as February 1863, the brigade attempted to remedy this issue.  Since January 1862, just after the original three regiments left for Washington D.C., the brigade managed recruitment as the companies were now in the field.  The brigade's leadership appointed an officer to return for various lengths of time to recruit out of the brigade office.  For months, officers did their best to recruit from the community, but the brigade could not adequately recuperate their losses.  Following the Battle of Fredericksburg, Brig. Gen. Meagher began to seek approval for the three original regiments of the Irish Brigade to return to New York for recruiting purposes.  He appealed to President Lincoln at the White House for approval but got no response.  Brig. Gen. Meagher wrote to the Secretary of War on February 19 about the brigade's predicament.  He regaled the secretary with the military achievements of the brigade and then got to the point of the letter.  Because of the immense casualties:
As long as these regiments are retained in the field, the undersigned (Brig. Gen. Meagher) is convinced that no accession to their ranks will take place; and the undersigned feels that it is unnecessary for him to enter into any argument or exposition to confirm this assertion.

The request was not groundbreaking, as regiments from New England received approval to return home for recruiting purposes.  In essence, Meagher’s letter recognized his officers' inability to recruit.  He believed the only men who could adequately recruit from the community were the soldiers.  In allowing the three New York regiments to return home, his men would assert themselves in recruiting just as vigorously as they did in fighting on the battlefield.  There was no need to elaborate on this fact further.  Either send the men home, or the brigade would quickly disappear on the battlefield.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  “The Irish Brigade,” New York Herald, January 8, 1862, 5.  Brigade appointed recruiter.  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 365-72.  Letter to the Secretary of War.] 

	Brig. Gen. Meagher received no response from the Secretary of War that spring.  Following the Battle of Chancellorsville, he resorted to an extreme measure to prove how precarious the situation was within the brigade.  He publicly resigned his command.  Brig. Gen. Meagher wasted little time after the battle to again request that the Irish Brigade return home to recruit, for his command was now “reduced to a battalion of a few hundred men,” but to no avail.  Rather than wait for the next battle and witness any more losses, Meagher resigned his command, which the Adjutant-General’s Office accepted on May 14, 1863.  The Irish Brigade refused an offer for consolidation into another command because the officers and men desired to retain their national character as an Irish unit within the Army of the Potomac.  The only option available was a change of command ceremony, held on May 19, 1863.  The brigade, not even 400 men, less than half of a full-strength regiment, formed ranks as they heard Brig. Gen. Meagher hand authority of the brigade to Col. Kelly of the 88th New York:
There is not a man in this command who is not fully aware of the reasons which compelled me to resign, and there is not a man who does not thoroughly appreciate and approve it.  Suffice it to say that the Irish Brigade no longer existing, I felt that it would be perpetuating a great deception were I to retain the authority and rank of brigadier general nominally commanding the same.

Soon his resignation and the predicament the brigade faced became national news.  In the coming days, newspapers like The Daily Ohio Statesmen of Columbus, Ohio, and The Weekly Pioneer and Democrat of Saint Paul, Minnesota, published Meagher’s words to the nation.  Meagher was not abandoning the men because of a personal reason but for his men and the unit they formed.  He wanted nothing but to command the Irish Brigade so long as it remained purely Irish in composition and maintained a proper size.  However, since the army would not grant his request, the only thing left he could do was address the nation through his resignation.  Despite this action, the Irish Brigade did not return home and fought at the Battle of Gettysburg less than two months later.  Real change would only appear in late 1863 and early 1864.  As the Irish Brigade marched toward Gettysburg, Brig. Gen. Meagher returned to New York City, and his reception by the community came only days before the Draft Riot in July.  This presents an interesting dichotomy of a returning war hero and a violent refusal to fight in the war.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Conyngham, The Irish Brigade and Its Campaigns, 405.  Resignation accepted.  “General Meagher’s Farewell Address to His Troops,” 5.  Excerpt of his speech.  “General Meagher,” Daily Ohio Statesmen, 1.  “The Irish Brigade,” The Weekly Pioneer and Democrat, May 22, 1863, 6.] 

	Brig. Gen. Meagher arrived in New York City, and the Irish-American community organized a banquet on June 18 that welcomed him as a hero returning from the battlefield.  The community saw Meagher’s actions as justified as the men in the ranks did.  Members of the Committee of the Irish Brigade, the Knights of St. Patrick, and the Irish Emigrant Society attended alongside the mayor of New York City.  They presented Meagher with a medal for his service as commander of the Irish Brigade.  Attendees provided toasts and speeches at the event with no dissenting remarks about the brigade's former commander.  Though Meagher may have burned bridges to attain the brigadier of the Irish Brigade, once in command, he did his utmost for the men assigned to him.  Though the Irish-American community accepted Meagher’s decision to resign command, and the air of the banquet was mainly jovial, it seemed to mask issues simmering within New York City that boiled over a few weeks later into a riot.  Following Meagher’s remarks to those assembled at the banquet, General Nye spoke, and the mood at the banquet descended into chaos.  As a show of support for continuing the war, he wanted to “fill fort Lafayette so thick with traitors that their heads and heels should come together if necessary.”  Several unnamed men began hissing and jeering at his comment, which soon descended into several minutes of pandemonium and shouting.  Such an outburst showed that some Irish-Americans in attendance subscribed to the peace party movement that gained prominence in the North in 1863.  A common term applied to any person desiring a quick end to the war, on any terms, was that of “traitor,” and though the peace movement tried to make the term their own, naming someone from the North a traitor proved a sensitive topic.  After the clamor subsided, Nye clarified that he directed his remarks toward “open traitors and rebels,” meaning Confederates, which settled the crowd.  The outburst on a festive occasion highlights the strains of war within the Irish-American community and the North in general.  Though not everyone in attendance supported further prosecution of the war, they still supported Meagher and his decision to resign command.  Tensions surrounding further prosecution of the war continued to rise within New York City until mid-July when the populace rioted against the latest draft.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  “Dinner to General Meagher,” 5.  “The Peace Party,” 1.] 

	By 1863, despite offering bounties to entice men, the Union Army increasingly relied on drafts to fill the ranks with fresh troops.  It was a draft in July 1863 that became the spark for a riot within New York City on July 13, 1863, and the Irish-American community participated in the days-long ordeal of death and destruction.  The city’s draft offices proved only the first targets of the mob’s wrath, as Blacks within the city found themselves targeted as well.  Emancipation of enslaved, in effect since January 1, was not supported wholesale in the North.  For the Irish immigrants living in the North, most held industrial jobs that offered little protection of maintaining such a job or substantial pay.  Most Irish supported the Democratic Party and believed emancipation brought a direct threat to their employment as many believed vast numbers of emancipated Blacks would soon flood the North seeking work in the same fields now held by the Irish.  Irish newspapers fanned this belief in the first half of 1863 which translated to animosity toward Blacks within New York City.  Irishmen who participated in the days-long rioting also formed gangs in places such as the Upper West Side that searched for and killed any Blacks they found.  With destruction and racial violence occurring across the city, political leaders frantically called for and sent troops into the city to quell the riot by force while religious leaders called for peace.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Bernstein, The New York City Draft Riots, 112-14.  Irish animosity toward Blacks.  Bernstein, The New York City Draft Riots, 23-4.  Composition of Irish within the days of rioting.  Bernstein, The New York City Draft Riots, 112.  Description of the Irish Gangs that killed Blacks.] 

The Archbishop of New York, John Hughes, appealed to his Irish countrymen and Catholics on July 14 to “retire to their homes with as little delay as possible, and disconnect themselves from the seemingly deliberate intention to disturb the peace and social rights of the citizens of New York.”  Only on July 16 did order return to the city after Union regiments fresh from the Battle of Gettysburg fought with and quelled the rioters.  On July 17, the archbishop addressed a crowd of 5,000 Irish-Americans outside his residence, but he also spoke to the greater community.  He condemned the rioters of the past few days but took care to distinguish the assembled crowd as men and not rioters.  Archbishop Hughes focused on redirecting the violent and vengeful actions of the Irish-American community toward the proper legal methods:
Now, revolution is a desperate thing to resort to in any country: and I never knew any country to get out of revolution better than when it went into it.  But in this country we have not the same kind of revolution.  Here the constitution gives the right to the people to make a revolution in a quiet and orderly manner every four years.  Is this not so?  (“Yes, yes,” and loud laughter.)  Well, there is neither bloodshed nor violence in this revolution.

Archbishop Hughes wanted the Irish-American community to redirect the outburst of violence and destruction toward voting and further reminded the community that the draft was not a specific punishment toward the Irish alone:
Is there any way directly or indirectly, that you can put a stop to these proceedings-at least such of you as love God and revere the laws of the country of which not a single statute has been enacted against you, either as Irishmen or as Catholics, but whose justice has brought you here in crowds?  Because no government can stand, can protect itself, unless it shall be able to protect its people.

The current government desired a continuation of the war.  Therefore, the draft had to continue.  For the Irish-American community to stop any future drafts, they had to look to the ballot box and the next election to bring a peaceful change.  Following the riots, some within the Irish-American community sought to correct the growing stereotype that the rioters were by-in-large Irish and pointed to predominantly Irish wards of New York City that survived the riots virtually unscathed and continue to support the government.  Almost two years prior, Meagher stirred the Irish-American community with the prospect of two wars and the ultimate liberty of Ireland from English rule.  Now, a divide existed within the community concerning further prosecution of the war and the liberty of their homeland.  The days of stirring men to fight just by patriotism, be it to the United States or Ireland, were no more.  The Irish-American community, at least in part, could no longer support further prosecution of the war, but this did not translate to diminished support toward the men of the Irish Brigade, as evidenced by the reception of the men during the winter recruiting drive.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  “The Draft.  The Riot in the Ninth District,” 1.  Start of the Riot.  “Archbishop Hughes to the Catholics.”  Archbishop appeal to stop.  “The Riot Subsiding.  A Last Desperate Struggle,” 1.  Riot quelled.  “Speech of the Venerable Prelate,” Archbishops speech.  “The Irish,” 4.  Argument that not all rioters were Irish.] 



The Men Return Home
	By the end of 1863, the enlistments of many three-year regiments, those that remained from the initial days of enlistment, would soon expire.  In mid-December, the army adopted a policy to entice army veterans to re-enlist for three more years and in return receive a furlough alongside a hefty bounty as compensation.  The regiments of the Irish Brigade met the requirements that allowed the units as a whole to return home, around the end of 1863.  In early 1864, with the weight of the brigade reunited with the Irish-American community, they conducted their most successful enlistment drive since the beginning of the war, for the soldiers of the brigade became recruiters.
	The goal for re-enlistment in the Army of the Potomac was two-fold: to retain as many veterans and the battle-hardened units as possible.  Re-enlistment was voluntary and heavily incentivized with approximately $700 for a signing bonus and a thirty-day furlough for three more years of military service.  To further encourage men to re-enlist, if three-fourths of a regiment re-enlisted during this time, the regiment, including those that did not re-enlist, could return home with the same furlough.  The only regiments of the Irish Brigade eligible for this re-enlistment were the three from New York, which met this retention metric and awaited their turn for the thirty-day furlough, which came in early January of 1864.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Kohl and Richard, ed., Irish Green and Union Blue, 137.] 

	The men deserved the rest and recuperation their furloughs provided, but they also had a job in their respective cities: refilling their shattered ranks.  In January 1864, the brigade held a gathering with the Irish-American community in attendance to honor the men of the brigade past and present with a grand banquet.  The event began with a not-so-subtle statement to the Irish-American community about the current state of the brigade.  At 12:00 p.m. January 16, 1864, at City Hall, the 200 men of the 63rd, 69th, and 88th New York Regiments formed to march to Irving Hall, the site of the banquet.  Cheering crowds lined the streets and observed the diminished state of the regiments as they marched the two miles down Broadway to the venue.  Irving Hall was resplendent in the brigade’s history: the battles it fought, the numerous colors carried into battle, and ornate decorations.  Veterans of the Irish Brigade and members of the Irish-American community were also in attendance, including Judge Daly, City Chamberlain Daniel Devlin, and Brig. Gen. Meagher provided a keynote speech to those gathered.  Also at the banquet, “hundreds of ladies, who took this method of testifying their appreciation of the services of Meagher’s gallant brigade.”  The President of the Knights of St. Patrick made a speech to honor the men of the brigade, “As the representative not only of the American press, but of a civic body of Irishmen…the Knights of St. Patrick were proud of the honors won by the Irish Brigade, and rejoiced to welcome their return.”  Though he was no longer in command of the brigade, Brig. Gen. Meagher used this opportunity to finally clear his name of the slander that hovered over him and, by extension, the brigade while in command.  In front of key members of the Irish-American community and several newspapers in attendance, Meagher asked:
It had been said of him that he had on several occasions wantonly and recklessly exposed the lives of his men.  Was this true or not?  (Cries of “No, no, no,” in all parts of the house.).  Had he ever brought them into the face of danger except when he had been ordered there?  (Renewed cries of “No.”).  When he had brought them where danger was to be encountered, was he not always the first himself, and had he not always been at their head?  “(Yes, yes,” and the most uproarious applause.)

The men of the Irish Brigade thus cleared the rumors that led to recruitment woes of the past years, the next task was to enjoy their furlough, but they inadvertently became spokesmen for the brigade.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  “The Veterans of the Irish Brigade.  Grand Banquet at Irving Hall,” 1.] 

	A single banquet and mention in newspapers around New York City indeed spread the word about what life was like in the brigade, but as the month-long furlough continued, the men of the Irish Brigade engaged with the Irish-American population and contributed to the recruitment drive with each recount of their experiences.  “Simple oral narrations of what occurred in the camp, on the march, in the battle, with a description of the life they led…The soldiers did almost nothing but talk, and the people and friends looked on in silent admiration.”  As in 1861, Companies embedded themselves with the Irish-American community to recruit.  The regiments opted to form entirely new companies of recruits, like the Bayonet Company in the 69th New York, which recruited in Manhattan and Brooklyn.  In addition to recruitment tents, the brigade sought to correct any false rumors, such as a presentation on camp life.  Recruiters could not solely rely on patriotism like in the early days of the war, and like all regiments during this time, the hefty cash bounties brought men to the brigade.  A man could expect a $677 bounty to enlist in New York by this point in the war, but these sums could be higher depending on the unit.  Besides unit-sponsored recruiting, the II Corps provided a further enticement for those that recruited men without being affiliated with the army.  In New York City, a man could procure someone to enlist in the army in exchange for a cash premium.  The II Corps enticed these men to recruit for their regiments, including the 63rd, 69th, and 88th New York Regiments, by offering an additional $5 premium for acceptable recruits.  By mid-February, the three regiments, alongside the recruits, boarded transports for the long trip to Virginia.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Corby, Memoirs of Chaplain Life, 214-15.  Soldiers sharing their experiences.  “Military Irish Brigade,” 5.  Formation of new companies.  “An Address on Camp Life,” 5.  “New York County Volunteer Committee,” and “Second Army Corps,”, 7.  II Corps incentives for recruits.] 

	The 116th Pennsylvania and 28th Massachusetts also recruited during this time, but these regiments had outside influences that directly affected the recruitment locations.  II Corps placed advertisements in newspapers across Pennsylvania to fill all regiments from that state, including the 116th Pennsylvania.  “Any one desiring to enlist in either of these organizations [Pennsylvania Regiments in the Corps] may do so in any part of the state by making application to the district Provost Marshal, or any recruiting officer from 2d Corps, no matter to which regiment said officers may belong.”  The 116th Pennsylvania took advantage of this opportunity and spread recruiting across four counties: Company E from Philadelphia, Companies F and G from Schuylkill County, Companies H and I from Allegheny County, and Company K from Fayette County.  Recruitment was so successful in Philadelphia that Company E was overstrength and redistributed the excess to Companies A-D, who did not actively recruit.  Enlistees to the 28th Massachusetts received bounties as early as November 1863, but between January and March 1864, the 28th Massachusetts recruited 406 men to the regiment with an average bounty of $325.  Just as the other regiments went home on furlough, so did the 28th Massachusetts in early 1864.  Discounting a further seven men that enlisted in November and December 1863 and received a bounty, only 187 men enlisted to fight in the 28th Massachusetts in all of 1863.  Thus ended the winter recruiting drive, but a trickle of recruits still volunteered until the war's end.  By the end of March, the recruits and the veterans were in Virginia preparing for the battles of 1864.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  “Volunteers Wanted,” 2.  II Corps recruiting in PA.  Mulholland, The Story of the 116th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 176-77.  Composition of the companies.  Record of the Massachusetts Volunteers, 553-577.] 



Conclusion
	With its ranks replenished by the Spring of 1864, the Irish Brigade was again a brigade.  All five regiments filled its ranks with hundreds of recruits, many of them Irish but certainly not all, and the task of training these men for the campaign season began.  Recruits streamed into the camp from February to early May, and Col. Mullholland, commander of the 116th Pennsylvania, noted on May 3 that “the regimental organization was completed and the One Hundred and Sixteenth ceased to be a battalion.”  The rejuvenated Irish Brigade thus entered the Wilderness with approximately the same number it had in the fall of 1862.  By the time it reached Petersburg, it could no longer remain its own entity and spread across the first division alongside other shattered regiments, and Brig. Gen. Meagher’s fear of a disbanded Irish Brigade came to fruition.  The men served until the end of the war, and those that remained soon returned home.[footnoteRef:47] [47:  Mulholland, The Story of the 116th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 177.] 

	At 9:00 a.m. on July 4, 1865, the Irish Brigade, minus the 28th Massachusetts and the 116th Pennsylvania, formed in a marching column one final time.  The 63rd, 69th, and 88th New York Volunteers became part of an all–New York Division of Infantry, Artillery, and Cavalry that marched by a circuitous route from Madison Park to Union Square.  Citizens of New York City packed the route, and newspapers noted that the crowds cheered greatest when the Irish Brigade passed.  After the review, they marched to Irving Hall, where soldiers and veterans of the brigade enjoyed a dinner much in the fashion of the January 1864 banquet.  Afterward, the brigade set itself to disbanding, but what of the next war for Irish independence that Brig. Gen. Meagher and many in 1861 desired?[footnoteRef:48] [48:  “The Military Parade,” and “Dinner to the Irish Brigade,” 1.] 

	As the Civil War continued to rage, preparations for the liberty of Ireland were also underway, headed mainly by the Fenian Brotherhood.  Brig. Gen. Meagher joined its ranks shortly after stepping away from brigade command and remained intent on organizing a second conflict alongside the Head Centre or leader of the brotherhood, John O’Mahony.  Meagher believed that the strained relations between the United States and Great Britain because of the country’s dealings with the Confederacy would soon result in war, and he wanted to capitalize on the opportunity.  He wanted “to raise a body of Irish troops for service in Ireland, and which, of course, would be commanded by experienced Irish officers.”  However, the Fenian Brotherhood lacked the membership to raise such a force by the latter years of the Civil War.  In their January 1865 congress in Cincinnati, O’Mahony admitted that because of the war, “many whole circles had entered the American army in a body” and that “no less than fifty of our branches had become extinct or dormant, and the remainder had lost considerably in ardor and efficiency.”  This reduction of membership became permanent with each passing year as regular members, and even Fenian leaders such as Brig. Gen. Corcoran died while in the Union Army.  In the years following the end of the Civil War, the Fenian Brotherhood made several attempts to rid Ireland of English rule.  However, Ireland would not become independent until the twentieth century.  In raising the Irish Brigade, the Irish Legion, and joining the ranks of many other Union regiments, most of the men willing to fight were killed, wounded, or became missing on battlefields across the North and South.[footnoteRef:49] [49:  Cavanagh, Memoirs of Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher, 489.  Proceedings of the Second National Congress, 6-7.] 

	The Irish Brigade found itself struggling for existence throughout the Civil War.  For four years, it participated in battles with appalling casualty figures.  It regularly engaged with the Irish-American community in New York City, Boston, and Philadelphia and received support from the community in various ways.  However, that support waned as the war progressed.  Just when doubts began to form around the brigade, a new unit in New York City drew the community's attention to itself.  In early 1864, the men of the Irish Brigade overcame the recruiting issues of the past as they engaged with the Irish-American community, which brought many Irishmen to the green flags.  However, this boon for the brigade turned out to be a double-edged sword as the year proved disastrous to the men and their families.  Col. Mulholland, writing nearly forty years later, felt remorse over how the men of the 116th Pennsylvania left their families to fight in early 1864 and how many of his men would soon fall in the series of battles of the Overland Campaign:
The mother who conceals her grief
While to her breast her son she presses,
Then breathes a few brave words and brief,
Kissing the patriot brow she blesses,
With no one but her secret God
To know the pain that weighs upon her,
Sheds holy blood as e’er the sod
Received on freedom’s field of honor.

Irish bravery on the battlefield ultimately led to grief on the home front which lasted during and after the war.  This grief built up within the Irish-American community and proved a great counter to many of the brigade’s efforts to call for more and more Irishmen to fight for the Union.[footnoteRef:50] [50:  Mulholland, The Story of the 116th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 181.] 
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