
Western Connecticut State University Western Connecticut State University 

WestCollections: digitalcommons@wcsu WestCollections: digitalcommons@wcsu 

(2008) The Namesake One Book One Community 

Fall 2008 

Event Program Guide 2008 Event Program Guide 2008 

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.wcsu.edu/oboc_2008 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
"Event Program Guide 2008" (2008). (2008) The Namesake. 1. 
https://repository.wcsu.edu/oboc_2008/1 

http://library.wcsu.edu/
http://library.wcsu.edu/
https://repository.wcsu.edu/
https://repository.wcsu.edu/oboc_2008
https://repository.wcsu.edu/oboc
https://repository.wcsu.edu/oboc_2008?utm_source=repository.wcsu.edu%2Foboc_2008%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.wcsu.edu/oboc_2008/1?utm_source=repository.wcsu.edu%2Foboc_2008%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages




6. How does the inscription in Gogol’s
book from his father, “The man who
gave you his name from the man who
gave you your name,” reflect one of
the book’s main themes?

7. In what ways does the train wreck
Ashoke Ganguli experiences in early
adulthood influence his life? How does
this situation work as a metaphor in
the story?

8. There are many vivid food scenes
throughout The Namesake, beginning
with a scene of Ashima combining
Rice Krispies, peanuts, and red onion
in a bowl to approximate an Indian
snack she craves. Later, Gogol has his
first solid food in a rice ceremony (an-
naprasan). In what ways do the
descriptions of food and its prepara-
tion enhance the story and our under-
standing of characters?

9. Think about Gogol’s relationships
with the women in his life: Ashima,
Sonia, Maxine, and Moushumi. How
does each relationship reflect the
changes in him as he becomes a
young man?

10. Lahiri wrote The Namesake in the
present tense. How does this choice
shape the story and the reader’s
relationship to it?

Discussion questions provided by the
Washington Center for the Book at The
Seattle Public Library.

Regarded by many as the world authority on Indian food, Madhur Jaffrey is an award-winning
actress and best-selling cookbook author. Her classic first book, An Invitation to Indian Cooking,
was published by Knopf in 1973, and since then she has published 14 more books. She has
hosted several television series, including Madhur Jaffrey’s Indian Cookery for BBC television in
1982, and Madhur Jaffrey’s Flavours of India in 1995. She has appeared in more than 20 films,
including Merchant Ivory’s Heat and Dust.

Jaffrey won James Beard Awards in 1982, 1994, 2000, 2002 and 2004. She lives in New
York City.

Climbing the Mango Trees: A Memoir of a Childhood in India describes Jaffrey’s youth when she
climbed the mango trees in her grandparents’ orchard in Delhi and picnicked in the Himalayan
foothills on meatballs stuffed with raisins and mint, tucked into freshly baked spiced pooris. Her
book also recounts events surrounding India’s independence and the difficult partition, which
created the formation of Pakistan and the religious and political conflicts that followed.

This memoir is both an appealing account of an unusual childhood and a testament to the power of
food to prompt memory, vividly bringing to life a lost time and place. Her book includes recipes for
more than 30 delicious dishes recovered from her childhood.

The “One Book, One Community” program encourages the Danbury and Western
Connecticut State University communities to read the same book during the
summer and fall of 2008, then come together to discuss the text in venues
throughout the city and university.

Although many communities across America sponsor similar programs, ours is
one of the few where a city public library, a school system and a university have
formed a partnership for this initiative. Our hope is that many individuals, from all
walks of life, will unite in discussion of this one book, making us one community.

Visit our Web site at www.onebookdanbury.org

Our Mission

Event Sponsors Media Sponsors

Supporters

Barnes & Noble � Borders Books & Music � CityCenter Danbury � Greater Danbury Chamber of Commerce � India Association of Greater Danbury
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Thursday, Oct. 16, 2008

Danbury High School Auditorium, 7 p.m.
Author Madhur Jaffrey

Danbury Library,
Danbury Public Schools
Western Connecticut State University

Event
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Guide
2008

Danbury Library, Danbury Public Schools & Western Connecticut State University

Sponsors and Supporters

Renowned film director, writer and producer Mira Nair began her career making
documentaries on the streets of Delhi before turning to feature films such as Salaam
Bombay!, Mississippi Masala, Monsoon Wedding and Vanity Fair. The Namesake, adapted
from the Pulitzer prize-winning novel by Jhumpa Lahiri, was released in 2007.

She is currently filming Amelia, starring Hilary Swank, about Amelia Earhart, and is in
pre-production for the film Shantaram, starring Johnny Depp.

Nair will discuss the craft of filmmaking, as well as issues explored in her films, including
the tug of competing worlds felt by millions of immigrants and ways to bridge the gap
between cultures. Through clips from her films and personal anecdotes, Nair will explain
how film can challenge racial and gender stereotypes and generational assumptions.

Tuesday, March 31, 2009
Western Connecticut State University
President’s Lecture

An Evening with Mira Nair, director
Ives Concert Hall, Midtown Campus, 7:30 p.m.

www.onebookdanbury.org


